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ApmiraLTy-Orrice, Fan. 28.
Copyofa letter from Commodore Hoop, Commander
in Chief of his Majefty’s thips and veflels at the Lea-
ward 1flands, to Sir Evan NEPEAN, Bart. dated on
hoard his Majefty's fhip the Centaur, off Martinique,

the 20th November 1803. - :

SI1R, i ’
Early this morning as the Centaur was pafiing

the Cape de Salines, on theifland of Martinique, |

fic was fired at, and feveral:fhot. exchanged in
pafing s 1 immediately dircéted Captain Max-
well o ftand on far enough, that by tacking,we

could ferch into Petit Ance D’ Arlette, where |«

we anchored, and landed the greater part of the
marines under Captain Crozier, and forty fea-
men, commanded by Lieutenants Maurice and
Ayfeough,'to deftroy ity on the ﬁrft_ alarm the
national guards bad affembled to aid fourteen
cannoniers of the marine artillery, {tationed in
the battery,. but by the'rapid-and adtive move-
ments of the officers and men on this fervice, the
cnemy had not time to arrange them{elves in de-
fence of the narrow and fteep path to the emi-
nence, where was planted a brafs two pounder,
and on the approach of our men, flew to the
Morne, and fo difperfed themfelves in its thick
woods, that only one cannonier fell into our
hands 3 the battery, mounting fix twenty-four
pounders, was completely deftroyed, and the
guns, &c. thrown over the precipice; but, un-

fortunately, in the explofion of the magazine a_

litle too Toon, one feaman was killed ; Licute-
nant Maurice, 1{t of the Centaur, Captain Cro-
zicr, and- Licutenant Walker, of the marines,

with fix men, wounded, but only one private,

man badly. . )

On drawing near the Bay of Point D’ Arlctte,
between theGrandeand Petite Ance of thatname,
we difcovered a battery of three guns (two
proved to be forty-two pounders, the other a
thirty-two pounder), and people lying down;
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however the fhip was anchored ina pofition to
flank it, had tlicy thought proper to annoy us,
and Lieutenant Domett, with' Liedtenant
M¢Laughlan, of the marines, threw the guns
over the cliff, and burnt and deftroyed the car-
riages, barracks, and ammunition moft perl_'eftly,
the people having_abandoned it on their ap-
proach 3 from this I promife myf{elf much aid to
‘the blockading fhips fhould the enemy fend out
a reinforcement, and alfo very convenient for
anchoring. T havé the honour to be, &e.
; Sam. Hoop.
Copy of another létter from Commodore Haon, Com-
* " mander in Chief 6f his Majelty’s {hips and veffels at
the Leeward Hlands. to Sir Evan-Nerean, Baronet,
dated on board his Majety’s fhip Centaur, at™{ea, the
20th November 1803. R g
S, ) LI ' g
I herewith tranfmit you a copy of a letter
from Captain Graves, of his Majefty’s fhip Blen-
heim, ftating the capture of the Harmonie pri-
vatcer, in Marin Bay, by the boats of that.{hip
and the Drake, under the orders of Captain
Ferris : and the furprife and deftruction of Tort
Dunkirk, by the marines under the command of
‘Lieutenant Beattie. The judicious manner in
which this fervice was planned, the gallantry and
zeal of thofe officers who executed it, deferve |
my warmeft encomiums, and 1 beg leave to give
them my ftrongeft recommendation to the Lords
Commiflioners of the Admiralty.
T have the honour to be, &c.
Sam. Heon.
[Here follows a Lt of vefiels captured and detained
‘by the fquadren under the command of Commodore
‘Hoop finee Taft return, amounting tothirty nine, among
which a fome valuable Dutch znd French merchant-
men; and fome hnall przes]
i SR, Blenhcim, off Martinigue, Mov:'17:-1803
1 have the honeur to acquaint you, that on
the 14th inftant, the Freach privateer {chooner

harbour of Marin in the bay of St Ann, Marti.
nique, induced me to fiiggeft 2 plan for the cap-
ture of this veflel, more deftrudive to commerce
than any other which hasappeared in thefe feas; -
and for this purpofe I attempted, ‘againt a ﬁrongz"
{ea breeze and lee current, to beat up from off °
the Diamond Rock to the place where fhe Liy -
at anchor. It was not until the 16th in the -

having reconnoitred the harbour of Marin, toge- -
ther with the batteries on each fide of it, and alfo *
one above the town, Idetermined on the attempt,
I therefore ordered fixty feamen belonging to
his Majefty’s fhip under my command, with
Lieutenants Cole and Furber, and a detachment
of fixty marines of the fame fhip, under the com-
mand of Licutenants Beattie 2ndBoyd, to carry
the enterprize into executien i The former in
their boats to attack the privateer, and the Jatter
at the fame time to endeaveur to furprife, or in
any event to (torm, Fort Dunkirk, a-battery of
nine guns on the {tarboard fide of the harbour,
It was neceflary. to do..{o,._to cut, off the militia
from rendezvoufling on Marin Point, - which
being immediately in thé track of coming out,
and where doubtlefs they would have been join:
Fd by the troops from the fort, would have much
noyed the boats on- their return. .~ The Drake
having joined me, and Captain Ferris volunteer-
ing his fervices, I directed him to take the com-
mand of the feamen, and to add to them four-
teen from the Drake. . All things. being pre-
pared, the boats with the feamen towed by the
Drake, and the marines in four boats towed by
the Swift hired cutter, at eleven P. M. proceed-
ed off the mouth of Marin harboar, and: by efti-
mating the time it would take for the boats to
row up to the privateer, which veffel lay three
miles from the entrance of the harbour’; both

L’ Harmonie, with a prize, having put into the

~

parties fet off fo timely as to commence the_ at-
tack at the fame inftant ; and I am happy to add,

morning that I was able to accomplith it, when




