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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE—May 22
Copy of a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord
Keith, K.- B, Admiral of the Blue, &c. to William
Marfden, Efq. dated at Ramfgate, the 20th  Inftant
SIR
1 herewith tranfmit, for the information of
their Lord(hips, a lctter which I have this day
received from Commodore Sir Sidney Smith,
acquainting me that the enemy’s flotillaat Fiufh-
ing had been puthed out fram that port on the
16th inftant to form a junétion with that at

Oftend, and .that the greateft part. of them had’

fuceeeded in reaching e Jauc place, nutwiihe-
ftanding the vigorous meafures that were ufed
by the Commodore and his' fquadion o refift

their progrefs; a circum(lance which is to be im-

puted only to- the numerous diﬁldV:lnﬂ‘f.gES to
which his Majefty’s fhips were fubjected in con
fequence of the fhallowne(s. of the water, dnd
the cffe@ of cnemy’s field artillery and their- bat-
teries on the fhore; for the Commodore appgars
to have ufed every practicabl: exertion to defeat
the defign, and to have been very gallantly fe-
cond.d by'all the officers ferving under his orders,

1 alfo enclofea lift of the killed and wounded
on this occafion.; and have the honour to to

be, &c. - Keirw.
Antelope, at anchor, off Oftend,
My Lorb, May 17, 1804.

Tnformation from all quarters, and the evident
flite of readinels in which the enemy’s arma-
ments were in Helvoet, Flufhing, and Ottend,
indicating the probability of « general movement
fiom-thofe purts, 1 reinforced Captain Manby,
off Hel oet, with one (hip, and dirested Caprain
Hanci.ck, of the cruizer, {tationed in fhore,. to
combine his operations and the Rattler’s with

the fquadron: of gun-bouts {tationed. off Oftend..

Price 6d.
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- The Antelope, Penclope, and Amiable, oc-
cupied a centrical pofition in fight both of Flufh-
ing and Oftend, in anxious ekpectation of the
enemy’s appearance.  Yelterday at half palt five
a. m. I received information from Caprain Han-
cock, then off Oftend, that the cnemy’s flotilla
was hauling out of that pier, and had already
twenty-one one-malted vellels, and one-[chooner,
outfide in the roads ; and at half paft feven the
fame morning, L had the fwtisfaction to fec the
Fluthing flotilla of fifty-nine fal, viz. two fhip-
rigged praaws, uincteen fchooners, and thirty-

_eight {chuyts, (teering along-fhore from that port

towards Oftend, under circumftances which al-
lowed me to hope T hould be.able to bring them
to action. The fignal was made.to the Cruizer
and Rattler for an enemy; in the 1. 8. E. 1o
call their attention from Oftend 5. the iguadron:
weighed’ the moment the flood made, and ul-
lowed of the heavier flrips following them ovei
the bunks; 'the_ fignals to chace and to engage were

,lobcyt.jd with alacrity, fpirit, and judgment, by

the aftive and experienced officers  your Lord-
fhip has done me the honour to place under my

orders. Captains Hancock and Mafon attacked

this formidable line with the uoreatelt gallantry
and addrefs, ataching themfelves.particularly to
the two-praams, both ot (hem of greater force
than themfelves, in 'epend. nt of the crofs-fire from
the fchooners and fchuyts; Ident the Ammable
by fignid, to fupport them. ‘T'he Penclope, (ha.
ving an able piiot, Mr Thornton), on fignal be-
ing made to engage, Ciptain Broughton worked,
up to the centre of the enemy’s line, as near as
the fheal water would allow, while the Ante-
lope went round the Stroom-Sand to cut the van
off from Oftend 5 unforturately our gun-boats

i)

were not in fight, having, as I have under{tood,
fince devoted their attention to preventing the
Oltend divifion from moving weftward.

The cnemy attempted to get back to Flufh-
ing ; but, being harafled by the Cruizer'and the
Rattler, and® the wind coming more ealterly
againft them, they were obliged to run the
gauntlet to the wetbward, keeping clofe to the
beach, under the jrote@ion of the batteries..

Huving foend a paffege for the Antelope
within the Stroom-Sand, {he- was enabled o
bring her broadfide to beer on the headmolt
fchooners before.they got the length of Ottend.
The leader ftruck imm-.diately, and her crew,
deferted her.  She was however recovered by
the followers 5 the artillery from the town dnd.
eamp, and the rowing gurn.boats from the Pier,
kept up a conftunt and will-dire@ted fice for
th_c.ir fupport ; our fhot, however, which went
over the ichooners, going on fhore among the
horfe artillery, interrupted it in' a degree; ftiil
however it was from the (hore ‘e received the
greatelt  anioyance 3 for the fchogners and
{chuyts crowding along could nor bring their.
prow guns to bear without altering: their courfe
towards- ug, which they could not venture ; and
their fide guns, though numerous and well ferved,
were very light. In this manner the Penclope
and Antelope engaged every part of their long
line from. four. tili eight, while the Amiable,
Cruizer, and Rattler, continued to prefs their
rear.  Since two o’clock the {ternmolt Praam
{truck her colours and ran- on fhoie; but the
artillery man from the army got on board, and
fhe renzwed her fire on the ‘Amiable with the
precifion of a lund ‘batiery, from whick that hip




