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AvcusT 10. 1804,

y ApmiraLty-OFrice, Aug. 7.

?Copy of u letter from Vice-Admiral Sir Cna. CorToON,
Bart, to Witrianm Marsoen, Efq, dated on board
his Majefty’s fhip the San Jofef, off JfHant, Au-
gult 1804,

Sir .

I-Ierewit,h I tranfmit a letter, for the infor-
mation of the Lords Commiffioners of the Ad-
miralzy, from Vice. Admiral Sir Robert Calder,
with its inclofures, giving an account of the de-
ftru&ion of two of the enemy’s corvettes by his
-Majefty’s fhip the, Aigle, off Bourdeaux.

.= I have the 'honour to be, &c.
s . Cuarvres Corron.
Prince of Wales, off Racheford, July

~. SIn, 19. 1804.

. I have the pleafure to inform you his. Maje-
ity’s fhip the Aigle (who I had placed in fhore
to watch the enemy’s motions) fell in with two
Yreach ‘national corvettes,  which Capt. Wolfe
drove on fhore near Bourdeaux and burnt, ha-
ving firft ufed every means withont effe to get
them afloat. The Aigle found only twenty-
fix French officers and men left on board thefe
€orvettes when they took poffeffion of them —
the reft had made theit efcape on fhore.

The.names of thefe corvettes are la Charante

“and la’Joie ; the firft'a fhip of twenty guns and

1c4 Men, and the other a brig, pierced for 14
guns, but had orily eight mounted, and 75 men.
'I‘hey}'h;ad‘ on board the ordnanceand ftores com-
pléete for a corvette jult laurched at, Bayonne; to
ivhich place they were cirrying them: .

. T'here jnclofe Captain Wolfe’s letter to hie
of his-proceedings in the deftroying of thefe vef-

els, and alfo a kit of the prifoners he has on

board ; thefe I have dire@ed to be fent. itito
port-by the firlt opportunicy.,

) % o, L hyve the: honour to be, &c.

. (Signed) Ron. Caubzr.

To the Hon, William Cornwallis, &e,

. [ Price 64.]. -

His Majcﬁy’s Mip the Eagle, _}'ulf,r 16, 1804."

. Sir, . .
Adfter pafling the fquadron on the gth inftant,

when, at the anchorage No. 5. was drove to the
S. W. by the gale ; on the 1oth we loft fight of

the Hawk. On the 12th, when {tanding in for-

Cordouan, in beating up for the rendezvous, faw
a large brig and fhip with all fail fet, {teering to
the fouthward. Ifuppofed them to be part of
the fquadron from Rochefort, At five P. M.
clofed with them (theyneveraltering their courfe

from-our firlt feeing them); prepared and expedt-:

ing, frem their manceuvres and fignals, a clofe
actien, they having fhortened fail (with men at
their quarters), when within proper diftance ;
but to our great furprife, afttr firing their ftar-
board broadfide at us, they an. the fhips on the
ftrand, within a ftone’s caft of-cach other, ‘and
directly took to the boats,which'inftantly fivamp.
ed on touching the beich, about. ten Jeagues to
the fouth of Cordouan,.and fome: of them were
drowned. © The wind being'at N. E: and about
two points off the land, I had gréat hopes of get-
ting one or both of them affoat again; 1and, an=
chored the Aigle about a mile from the beach ;
but after a night and purt of the next-day in fruit-
lefs efforts, from the very great furf fet in by the
late.weftern gale, T was obliged to deftroy them
By fire, which was cffectually-done by Mr Fur-
onger, mafter, and Mr Steel, the ‘gunner,. as
fcarcel{y dny part was perceptible when the Aigie
made fail. : :

- The prifoners on board the Aigle are Johu
Sanfon; Licutenant de Vaiffeau, the Cflicérs,
and eight {oldiers and fuilors of the Frénch nas
tional thip the Charante; of 420 tons, ' 20 guns,
6-pounders, 4 fwivels, and 104 men.

Benjamin Godebert, Lieutcna.t de Vaiffeaw,
his officers, and nine foldiers and failors ‘of the
French national brig Le Joie, 250 tons,’ terced
for 1.4ybut only 8 rz-pounders mounted, 2 {wiyels;

- ——

and 75 men. La Joie had 16 -pounders,a quana
tity of arms, powder; fhot, and other ordnance
(tores in the hold. T'hey were from Rochefort,
but had failed in the morning from the Gironde,
ftealing along fliore for Biyonpe, and intended

to return from thence with {tdres for the French

marine at Rochefort, which T-am proud in -ha-
ving prefented, and traft in meeting your appro-
bation. None of their fhot {truck us, nat did
ours materially injure them, as only their malts
and fails were a little torn;

Had they come alongfide, as. expe@ed, the
brig having thifted her guns. for the purpofe; I
am certain the crew of the Aigle would have ac-
quitted themfelves as' Englfhmen ‘do on thofé
occafions. I have the honour to be; &e. -

: . . GEo. WoLrE.
Sir Robert Calder, Bart. Vice-Admiral of
the Blue, &c. off Rochefort. )
Copy of aletrer-from Captain Ros&«+ Dubtey Ors-~
ver, Cammander of his Majefty’s {(hip the -Meipo-
mene, to Wictian Magswen, Efg. dated off Havre,
the 2d En!tifnt. ‘ .o ’
T I P . L
- I beg leave to inclofe to you, for the infor-
mation of my Lords Commiffioners of the Ad-
miralty, a copy-of my-letter to Lord Keith, ‘of
this date. I have the honour.to be, &e.
# : R. D, Ovrivesr,.
My Lorp,: Melpomene, off Havre, Aug, 2. .

The . wind having chaaged yelterday: to the
N. E. I determined to make another attack on
the numerous veflels in Havra pier, as. well as
thofe which were: moored outfide; amounting to

twenty-eight hrigs, and 4s maoy luggers; and

{tood in with the fquadron, as per mirgin®, At

half paft feven, P, M. {he bombs were well placed
off the pier-heaids, when they began a well di-

rected fire, which_was kept up with' pgreat fpivic
for about an hour and a half.  ‘Tle town tas -

very foon pbivrved to be on fire in two places 5
and feyen brigs, witich were on the outfide of
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