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‘FROM THE LONDON.GAZETTE,

 ADMIRALTY-OFFICE—~Aug.11.

THe Court of Directors’ of .the Eaft 'India
Company liave tranfmitted to this-Office an ac-
rount of an action which took place in the China-
Séus, on the 15th of February laft, between a
divifion " of the Company’s-fhips and' a' French
fquadron, - of which the following is:a copy

Sir—For the information of'the Hon. Court,
1 beg-leave to acquaint you that the Earl Cam-
denrwas difpatched- from Canton, by: the Selec
Committee, the 31t of January laft; and the
thips noted in the margin® ' were -put under my
orders as fenior Commander ;-alfo -the Rolla
Botany Bay thip, and the~ country. fhips -as per

margin't; were put under'niy charge'to convoy |

as far as our courfes lay in the fame dire&tion: . [
was alfo ordered to take under my protedtion a
Portuguefz Europe fhip-that- was lying in Macao
Roads, whofe fupra-cargo had. folicited iv. from
the Sele&t Committee. Our paffuge down ‘the-
river was tedious, and the flzet much difperfed ;
the fhips being under the direction of their feve-
ral Chinefe pilots, I could not keep them collec-
ted as I wifhed,

The Ganges, a falt-fiiling brig, was put un-
der my command by the Sele&t Committee, to
employ in any manner that migha tend to the
fafety and convenience of the fieet, till-we paffed

‘* Warley, Alfred, Royal George, Coutts, Wexford
Ganges, Exeter, Earl of Aber%avenny, Henry Adding-
ton, Bombay Caftle, Cumberland, Hope, Dorfetilire,
Warring Haftings, and Ocean. * ’

+ Lord Caftléteagh, Carron, David Scott, Minerva;
Ardafier  Charlotte, Friendfhip,  Shaw "Kifs (a Roo,
Sahaungeer, Gilwell, and Nepgune.
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.the Straits of Malacca; I was then' to difpatch
her to Bengal .

: We pafled Macao Roads on the night of the
sth of Febrand I conceive the Rolla had anchor-
.ed {o near Macao as not to {ee the fleet get an-
der weigh and pafs” through ; although- ar the
time I had no idea that it could be poffible, efpe-
cially as I faw the Ocean, in-afhore of  us, pget-

a gun.'  The!Portuguefe fhip, I fuppofe, mult
have ‘béen in the'fame firvation as the Rolla.
During the night of the gth of February I
carried an eafy fujl; and on the following day
hove: to for above two hours, hoping to fee thofe
fhips, but there was nio appearance of them, nor
did they ever join the fleet.
On the 14th of: February, at!day break, we
faw Pulo Auro bearing W.S. Widndat 8 A M.

four ftrange fail in the 5. W.' I' made the fignal
Jfor the_Alfred. Rayal George, Bombay Caitle,
and Hope, to go dovwn and examire, and Licut,
‘Fowler, of the Royal Navy, late Commander
of the Porpoife, and paffenger with me, having
handfomely offered to go in the Ganges } brig,
and infpe&- thef nearly,- I afrerwards fent her

‘ed it was an enemy’s fquadron, conlifting of a.line-
‘of-batﬂe fhip, three frigates and a brig.

At one P."M. Trecalled the look out fhips by
ifignal, and frrmed.the line of batile in clofe or-

der. As foon as the enemy could fetch in

our wake, they putabout ; we kept on our courfe
under an eafy fail ; at near fun-fer they were clofe
;up with our rear, and I wasin momentary ‘ex-

ting under weigh, ", burning blue lights and firing-

the Royal George made the fignal for feeing |-

idown: likewife; -and from their fignals I perceiv-

pedtation’ of an- attack ‘there, and ‘prepared to
fupport them';-.but av'the: clofe- of day.we . pers
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ceived them haul ‘to’ windward ;3 I fent L.eut,
TFowler, in the Ganges brig, to [tatiun the couna
try fhips-on our lec-bow, by which means we
were between them and the enemy ; and having
done fo,” he returned with fome voiunwers from
the country (hips: )
We lay-to in line.of battle all night, cur men,
at therwr quarters 3 at day-bieak, o: the sth, we

faw the enemy about three miles to windward,: |

laying to. We hoilt.d our colours, offering him
battle if* he chofe to come down, "The enemy?s
four fhips hoifted French - colours, the -line of;
battle fhip carrying a Rear Admiral’s flag ; the*
brig was under Butzvian colours. o
At g A. M: finding they would :not come
‘down, we formzd rhe order of failing. and (teers
ed our courfe under an eafy fuil, the enemy then
filled their fails, and edged towards us.
At t P. M: finding.they propofed to attack:
and endeavoured to cut off ourrear; -1 made the .
fignal to tack and bear down upon him, and en«:
grge in fucccihon ; the Royal George being the :
leading: (hip, the Ganpes next, and then-the
Earl Camden : this manceuvre was correétly per-
formed, ‘and we [tond towards him under a.prefg
of fuil ; the enemy then formed in a.very clofg’
line, .and opened their fire on the-headmoit thips,.
which was not returned by us till'we approached

| him nearer.  The Royal George bore the brunt

o the action, and gst-as near the enemy as he’
would permit bim ; the Ganges-and Earl Cant--
den opened - their fire as foon as their puns could:
have cffed; but before any -other fhips could
‘get into adtion, the enemy. hauled their wind,
and ftood away to'the ealtward under all the fiil -
they could fet.  Ar 2 P. M. I made the fignal:
for-a- general chace, and ‘we purfued”them 1ild:
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