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Copy of a letter from the Right Hon. Lord KeiTi,
K.B. Admiral of the Blue, &e. to WiLLiam Mars-
reN, Efq. dated on board his Majelty’s fhip the Mo-
narch, off Boulogne, the 3d inltant.
S1R,

Their Lordfhips are aware that my atteation
has, for fome time paft, been diretted to the
abject of afcertaining the moft effectual mode
for annoying the enemy’s flotillas at their an-
chorages in front of their ports, under protec-
tion of their land batteries.

Having, on the afternoon of the 1t inftant,
arrived at this anchorage, and finding the wea-
ther promifing to be favourable, and about one
hundred and fifty of the flotilla on the outfide
of the pier, I refolved to make an experiment,
on a limited fcale, of the means of attack which
had been provided. . 3

The final arrangements for this purpofe were
made on the morning of yefterday. The officers

cipal veflels which at this time were to be ufed.
The armed launches, and other boats of the
fquadron, were .appoiated to accompany and
r
proteé them. ‘The Caftor, Greyhound, and
fome fmaller veffels were diretted to take up an
advanced and ‘ convenient anchorage for cover-
ing the retreat, giving prote@ion to men who
might be wounded, and boats that might be
tiippled, and for towing off the boats in gene_
* Officers in charge of the explofion velTzls above re-
ferred to— :
Captains—Macleod, of the Sulphur.
ackfon, of the Autumn

dwards, of the Fury.

Collard, of the Railleur.
Searle, of the FHelder defence fhip.
Lieutenants ~= Stewart, of the Mouarch,

) Lowry, of the Leopard.
b Payne, of the Immortalite.

'I'empler, of the Sulphur.

Midfhipman —MTr Bartholomew, of the Inflexible.
Captains Winthrop, of the Ardent, and Owen, of the
Immortalite, moft zealoufly and ufefully fuperintended
the operations from the fouthward, and the Hon. Capt.
Blackwood, of the Euryalus, from the northward.
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mamed below * were put in charge of the prins-

-
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ral, in the event of the wind frefhening and
blewing upon the coalt.

The operation commenced at a quarter palt
nine o’clock laft evening, and terminated at a
quarter paft four. this imorning, during which
time {everal veflels, prepared for the purpole,
were exploded amongft, or very clofe to the flo-
tilla 3 but on account of the very great diftance
at which they lay from cach other, no very ex-
tenfive injury feems to have been fuftained, al-
though it is evident that there has been very con-
fiderable confufion among them, and that two of
the brigs and feveral of the fmaller veflels appear
to be miffing fince yelterday at the clofe of day.
I have great fatisfaction in reporting, that, not-
with{tanding a very heavy difcharge of fhells,
fhot, and mulketry was kept up by the enemy

throughout the night, no cafualty whitever, on

our part, has beeén fuftained. Theenemy made
no attempt te nppofe their rowing boats to ours.

Their Lordfhips will not expe& that, at the
prefent momert, I am to'enter much into detail ;
but I think i my duty 'to ftate to hem my con-
vi&ion that,‘in the evént of any great-accumu-
lation of r._l\_é enemy’s force in their roadfteads,
an extenlive and combined operation of a fimilar
pature will hold. forth a reafomble profpeét of a
fuccefsful refult.

The condué of the officers and men, who
have been employed on this occafion, deferves
my highelt commendation : I cannot more for-
cibly imprefs their merits upon their Lordfhips
attention, than by remarking, that the fervice
was undertaken, not only in the fice of, but im-
mediately under the whele line of the enzmy’s
land batteries, and their field artillery and muf-
quetry upon the coalt, but alfo under that of up-
wards of one hundred and fifty armed veflels,
ranged round the inner fide of the bay ; and that
the officers and -men who could fo deliberately
and refolutely advance into the midit of the flo-
tilla, under fuch circumftances, muft be confi-

dered worthy of being entrufted with the perfor

of any fervice, hoivever difficult or dangerous it

may appear to bes and confequently to behighly
deferving of their Lordfhips protection,
I have the honour to be &c.  KeirH.
William Marfden, Efg. .
Apmirarry-Oreice, 0&. 6. )
Copy of a letter from Vice-Admiral Vifcount NeLsoN,
K. B. Commander in Chief of his Majelty’s fhips and
veflelsin the Mediterranean, to Witcram MARSDEN,

Efq. dated on board his Majefty’s thip Victory,at fea,
the 7th Auguft 1804,

SIR '

I herewith tran{mit you a copy of a letter from
Licutenant Harding Shaw, commanding hisMa-
jefty’s brig the Spider, acquainting me with his
having, on the 1 tth ult. captured La Conception
French privateer, mounting two.brafs guns, and

manned with forty-feven men, which you will.

pleafe to lay before my Lords Commiflioners of
the Admiralty for their information:
I am, &e- Nersonw & BroNTE.
; His Majefty’s brig Spider, Alicata Roads,
My l.orp, 12th July rod.

I have the hopour to inform your Lordfhip,
that I yelterday fell in with and captured La
Conception French privateer, mounting two brafs
guns and forty-feven men, Alicata bearing E.
W. E. three leagues; fitted out from Ajacia,
in Corfica, and failed from Girgenti yefterday
morning ; have fent hef into Malta, and fenton
fhore here thirty-three of the prifoners.  She

_has made no capture fince her-leaving Corfica,

which has been aboat a month.
I have the honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) Harpivg Suaw.
Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Nelion, IX. B. - &,

Copy of another letter from the Right Flonourable Lord
Vifcount Net-sox, K. B. &c.to WiLLiam MarspEen,
Lfq. dated on board his Majelty’s fhip Victory, at
few, 12th Auguft 1324. !

Herewith T tranfinit you, for the information
of the Lords Commiftioners of the Admiralty,
copy of a letter from Captain Donnelly, of his
Maijelty’s fthip Narciflus, \with copy of one to

| him from Licutenant Thomfon, of the faid thip,
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