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e ApmiraLTY-OrFice, 0. 23..1804. _
Copy of a letter from the' Hon, WiLLiam Connwar-
118, Admiral of the White, 82¢. to WiLLiAM Mars-
~DENy Efq; dated-on™Lioard the Ville de Paris, in Tor-
bay, tl;c) 2ctk of October 1804,
i { ISy .. . &
9 .'Slnll- A ' TN I LI .
I have the honaur:to inclofzs for. the infor.

thation of..the:L'ords'-Cé)mmi{ﬁo'pers ofithe Ad-:

miralty, gopies of ‘the feveral commurications
tranfmitted. to, me from Captain Moore; of the
Indefatigable; giving :an.account of. his proceed-
ings ‘in “the ‘eXecution of the {ervice he was
‘fentlipon, in which hé has, -in-company. with
the: Medufa,” Lively, and- :Amphion;’ fuccéed-
named, - - ) 2
" Admiral Montagué comminicated to me the
arrival.of the'Lch%y-at Spithead; on" the 17th,
with the Fama. - . ;
: I have the honour to, be, -&c.:
; . o+ W..CornwaLLIs,

ed-in detaining, -the ‘Spanifh frigates therein’

U SIR, .’
“' T have. the Bonour to acquaint you, that I
‘have ‘executed : the fervice you did methe ho.
nour-to charge me with: = .
" On’the 'mofning, of .the 2gth of. September,
the Indefatigable got off ‘Cadiz 3 on-the goth,
- we fell"ih “with the :Medufa ; Captain Gore;
having -informed - me: the: Amphion: was in the
‘Straits? mouth, and- that - the -Lriumph :was off
«Gibraltar;:and: that Sir.Robert Barlow meant to
go.into Cadiz.for the trade theie, on his way to:
‘Ergland 5 I thought fit -to fend the. Medufa ‘to
-apprife:Sir Robert- Barlow of “the: nature of my
‘order, that'he might;then judge whether or not
‘he fhould .go- into,Cadiz 'y and I diredted. Cap-
#ain Gore:to rejoin “me'with the Amphion as
foon’ag poflible-off Capé St Mary. - On the 2d.
dnftant; I was joined- by the Lively; and on the
:3d; by rthe:Medafa and Amphion ; the latter

having communicated what 1 thought neceflary;

te-Sir-Robert Barlow.": - . .o
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.{-down clofe on- his

chace  at cight A, M. difcovered them to'be four;
large Spanifl frigates;. which foymed -the line of!
battle ahead on our, approach, ;and 'éontinuedl,
to fteer in for Cadiz,. th +wvani-fhip carrying. a*
broad pendent; and-the fhip nex 5 her a'Rear-'
Admiral’s flag';’ Captain, Gore. bei g- the:head-
moft fhip, placed the Medaft on-the weather

beam- of the’ Commodore;; the Indefatigable:
took a fimilar -pofition-along ids Ahe Rear-Ad.

miral ; - the Alﬁphibh"alid-L;ver each-taking-an:
opponent in ‘the fame,manner; as they came up
After bailing to'makeithem fliorten | ail, without
effed, I fired a fhot acrofs 'the Rear: Admiral’s
fore-foot, on which he fhortened fuil 3 and-Ifent
Lieutenant Afcott, -of the Indefatigable, -to-in-
form -him, that my orders. 'were to, detain his;
fquadron ; that it was my-earneft with to exeoute;

:|:them: without bloodfhed s'but that his determina-
;| tion nuft be made inftant), . )
‘| time, I made the fignal for.the boat, and fired a
" Indefitigable, at fea, OG. 6. 1304,

+ After waiting fome

-fhot-a-head.-of the Admiral. - As foon as the
-officer réturned with an unfatisfadtory anlwer, I
fired another:fhot a-head of the A.dmiral, andbore
weather-bows-at this ‘moment
‘the Admiral’s fecond a-ftern fired into the Am.-
phion ; the Admiral fired into the Indefatigable ;
and-I-made: the fignal for clofe battle, wlich
-was inftantly commenced with. all the. alacrity
and vigour of Englifh failors. . In lefs" than; ten
~minutes, La-Mercedes, the Admiral’s fecond a-
“ftern, blew:iup :a-]ongﬁdc:--thq-ﬂmphignl,-'-\_v,ith,n.
tremendous exploﬁon.,'G?lpt.;_Suitp:;:h;;\_rin g, with
great judgment, :and much .to.my - fatistaction,
-placed himfelf.to leeward-of that fhip, the efcape
of the Spani{h.Admirél’s,ﬂxi_p;._was.rend_c:_'_ed al-
moft impafliblé ; :in lefs than.half an- hour: fhe
{truck,as did the opponent of the Lively. Per.
ceiving at this moment, the ‘Spanifh Commodore
.was making off, and.feeming:to have the.:heels
of the' Medufa; T made’ the- fignial for the Lively

-2 T} to join in the chace, having before - noticed, the
Yefterday morning, Cape StMary bearing N, E.’

nine leagues, the Medufa made the fignal for four:
fail W, by 8. I made’ the fignal for a general

uperior failing. of that.fhip, - Captain Ham-
+mond did niot dofe an inflgnt 3 and ‘we had the
ftithiion, long before funfer, to” fee from our

-ders on-the ruain deck; and three hundred nien,

rendered to the Medufa.:and.-LiyeTy.

As foon as-our boats had taken pofleffion of
the Rear-‘Admiral,-we'ma‘de-"fai{ for the float-

Vmﬁﬁ-h_e‘ad-timt the only nemainiﬁg;'ﬂ!ﬁi: had fir.

"ing fragments of the' uifortunate 'Spanifh” £rj-

gate which blew up:
up by ‘the - Amphion’s
-rifhed.. - -This. fc

" But €xcept forty taken
-boats, ' all-on board pe-
uadfon ‘was- commanded b
Don Jofeph Bu; amente, -Knight..of the :Or-
der of 5t James,. and a. ear-Admiral. The
are from Monte Video, Rio de la . Platg,
and; from the information . of ‘the -Captain of
the flag fhip,contained about four millions of dol-
lars, eiglit hundred thoufand of. which..were on
board the Mercedes which blew. up. -Other ac-
counts flate the quantity of fpecie ‘to be much
greater, public and ‘private, and there is befides
much valuable merchandize .on board the cipe
tured thips.  Our [6fs has been very trifling. I
have not yet had the returns from the other fhips,
but the Indefutigable.did not lofe o man. “The
.Spaniards fuffered chiefly in their rigging, which
‘Wwas our object.. The Captains -of the different
thips conduéted themfel ves {o. ably, that.no. hoa
nour could accrue'to me but_the fortunate’ accia
dent of Leing fenior officer. ,

The zeal, ativity, and {pirit of.the officers,
feamen, and marines of the fquadron is beft e-
winced by the complete' manner in.which they
performed their work, - Lieutenants Gore, Pdr-

ker, and Afcour, of the Indefatigable, and Lieu-

tenants Haviland and Hole,
me that fupport whichtheir unifoim "gaod-con-
dud& formerly taught ‘me to rely on. . Mr Grife
fiths, themalfer’s,conduct has my perfeét approba-
‘tion: I prefume.to recommend, inthe firongeft.
manner, Lieutenant -John Gore,

tigable, to your favour and proteion.
I have the honour to be, &c.
.. Grauwam Moore.
) " Force of tire’.?ﬁanf;ﬂv Syuadron.
- “La.Medee, (Aag thip)—forty two-guns, eighteen p}oun-
“taken j

of the marines, gava

two men kilicd and 1¢n wounded,

v

of the Indefas
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