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‘From FRIDAY, Ocropex 26. TQ TUESDAY, Ocrosrr 30. 1804.
ADMIMLTY-‘OPF:CE, 0a. 27. ly ﬂnck;':ned much : This'fﬁuning ﬁglht conti-

Copy of a letter from the Right Hon. Lord Kerrs, K.B.’
Admiral of the Blue, &c. to Wirria M Mansocxy,
Efq. dated of’ Ramigzate, the 24th inftant,

Sig, .

I herewith tranfmit, for their Lordthips in-
formation, a copy of a letter from Capt, Owen,
of his Majefty’s-fhip the. Immortalite, to Rear-
Admiral Louis, detailing the particulars of an
aétion between that thip, the Oreftes {loop, and'
Bafiliflk gun-brig, and a divifion of the enemy’s
flotilla, pafling, yellerday, from the ealtward to-
wards Boulogne, '

It will no doubt afford thejr Lordfhips much
fatisfaction to obferve the very favourable re-
port which Capt. Owen. makes on the conduét
of his Majefty’s officers and men ; and equal
yegret to remark the extent of the lofs that has
been fuftained, and that the fhallownefs of the
water alone prevented that attive and enter-
prifing officer from cutting any part of this di-
vifion off from the fhore.

T inclofe a lift of the killed and wounded on

board the Immortalite ; and have the honour

to be, &c.: - Kerrs,
His Majefty"s thip Immortalite, off Boulogne, .
S1r, O¢t. 23. 1804.

Being off Cape Grifnez, and proceeding to
my flation before Boulogne, T this afterncon, a-
bout half paft three, difcovered a divifion of the
enemy’s veffels, confifting of three praam fhips,
feven’ brigs, and fifteen luggers, which foon
afier bore up to'the weftward, kecping clofe to
the beach, under cover of thejr batieries, and
accompanied by herfe artillery, making the baft
of their way to fhelter themfelves within the
Banc de Laine, ‘

By making all fail to windward, I was en-
abled to clofe the praams (which kept to-
gether) about a quarter before five, and to o-
pen my fire upon them within the diftance of
Eape thot, under the high Iand of Cape Blanc

€z, the enemy fhill pulling to the weftward,

and returning at firft a brifk fire, but it latter-
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nued till near fix, when, having been thrice o-
bliged to fheer out into deeper water, we found
ourfelves ftill withia the end of the Banc de
Laine, where the fal[ing_tid&'pi-m-‘cn;ed usfrom-
following them, and obliged us to-haul off;7

Our Iittle Calais fquadron was to windward
following the enemy, of which the Oreftes and
Bafilifk joined me in the firlt of the attack,
giving me cvery fupport and affiftance during
the whole of the attion 3 their Commanders
gave me much fatisfa@tion in conducting them.
The other veffels of thay {quadron did not get
within gun-fhot; Capt. Brown will of courfe
make his report to Vice.Admiral Holloway ;
but I fpoke him in pafling, and was pleafed to
learn .he had fultained no damage. .

T endeavoured to clofe the ehemy again as
they pafled from behind the Banc ts round
Cape Grifnez, and did get fight of a few of
the veflels ; but thongh we paffed within half
gun-fhot of the Cape, the enemy were fo effec-
tually fereened from our fight by the dark fhade
of the land, that I could do nothing, and am
unable to fay whether the whole number got
down to Boulogne, or whether (as I fufpe)
2 part of them anchored in Whitfand Bay.

Lieut. Payne, though ill, was upon deck,
and afforded me, as he has done in every in-
ftance, the preatelt aid i and it isnot poffible for
me to fpeak too highly of the conduét of every
officer and €very man; each, in his {tatinn,gave
me the fulleft fatisfalion 5 but it-gives me fe-
rious ‘pain to add, that, of thefc brave fellows,
one was killed and ten wounded (three mortal.
1y), befides the Third Lieutenant, Charles Bur-
rough Strong, of whofe affitance I was deprived
before a fhot was fired by us, and whofe lofs I
feel the more, as two years fervice with me in
this fhip has fully proved to me his worth 3 his
wounds, however, are not dangerous. :

My thanks are due to Mr Henry Thornton,
our pilot, for his fteady attentive 2ood condu@

and alacrity, and regretting <hat the nature of

the coalt in that part where we clofed the e.
nemy enabled them to fkulk from our further
purfuit—1I have the honour to be, &e¢. -

(Signed)  E. W. C..R. Owex. °
Rear-Admiral Louis, &e. &g. &e.

P. 8. From the manner in which

fhot covered the enemy’s veflels their ]
muft have been very great.—1I pey,
pointed better or fo coolly.

Lift of the killed and wounded men on board his M.
Jeftyls fhip Immiortalite, in action with a divifion of the

our gfﬂpe-
ofs in men
er faw guns

1804.
Killed.—Tames Witfon feaman,
Wounded.—Charles Burrough Strong, third Lieutenant
George Barker (fince dead), John Dawal (fince dead),
William Terrent fince dead ), David Brown, William
Hamilton, Peter Tumes, John Watlon, and William
Robinfon, feamen ; James Allen angd Willlam Gub-
bett, privates of masines,
(Signed) -E. W, C, R. OWEN.
(A Copy) KEITH.

Copy of a letter from the Right Hon. Lord Kerrn, K. B,
Adriiral of the Bleo, &e, to W) LLiaM Marspen,
Efq. dated off Ramfgace, the 25th intian: .

S1R,

Iam forry to acquaint their Lordfhips that
his Majelty’s gun brig the Confli& has been run
en fhore, on the enemy’s coaft, and I fear hys
fallea into their poffeffion, while endeavouring,
under the orders of Captain. Hancock, of tiya
Cruizer, to obftru& the-paflage of 3 divifion of
the enemy’s flotilla, proceeding from Oftend to
the weltward on the night of the 23d.

I herewith tranfinit the particulars of that un-
fortunate event, detailed in Capt. Hancock’s leta
ter to me, and Lieutenant Orinfby’s letter o
him, from which it appears, that Capt. Hancock,
and Lieutenants Orimfby and Forbes, as well as
the other officers and men employed on this occq-
fion, have manifefted great gallantry and perfeve-
rance, and that their failure hag only been ocea-
fioned by the conftru@lion of the enemy’s veffels
admitting of their pafling clofer to the fhore than
ows. I have no‘doubt -that " the cafe. of acting

much,

*Lieatenant Garland will interef} their Lmdfhips
‘ Ketru,

Iam, &,

enemy’s veflels of Cape Blanc Nez, 23d of October
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