'pﬁﬁun;en_ bp duthority,

i s

bt S TR ol B S M

Decenpra f.?;."‘i'-o "lZ[-‘uﬁES‘.DAY, Drozmaen- 18, 1804.

)
\

(PP ey (LIS PR B,

ADMIRALTY OFFICE: n=e- 15./1804. . .
Clopy vf.u-ssetter-from the Right Hon. Lord Keith,

Admiral of the Blue,: &c; .to, Wm. Marfden,

Efq. dated onboard the Monareh, off Ramf{gate,

16th Décember 1804,

SIR, '

Divifions of the enemy’s flotilla pafling from the
eaftward towards Boulogne, having frequently,
when purfued by-his Majelty's fhips and veflels,
taken fhelter in the harbour-of Calais, their entry
into which has been purticularly covered and pro-
tected by the advanced pile battery of Fort Rouge,

I confidered it an object of fome importance to cf_'fem:. the Fox cutter, whofe Matter -is an ative in-
j telligent man, aund well acquainted with Fort Rouge,

fect the deftrudtion of that work,and lutely direct-
ed Captain Sir Home Popham of ‘the Antelcpe,|
amonglt other objedls, to hold in view a fivourable
opportunity for making this attempt..

I now tranfmit, for their Lordthips information,
a letter, and the inclofures-to which it refers,!
which I have reccived from that officer, reporting,
the refult of an affuult which he dire@ed to be:
made upon it early in the morning of the oth inft.
and from which there is reafon to conclude that

fel.and two' carcaffes, with 4 view of_ma]éing an af

fault againft Fort Rouge, . s i B

Lieut. Steavt, of the Manarch, commanded the
explofion-veflel ;. Mr Bartholomew, acting” Lien-
tenant of the Antelope, hid the charge of the'firlt
carcafs intended to be applied,'and Captain Brown-
rigg requeflted to:tuke the other.

Your Lordfhip is.aware how difficult it is to af
certain the- precife- injury done to the cnemy in an
enterprife of this nature, which, in moft cafes, muft
be undertaken in the-night; but, that you may be
poffefied of the beft information in thas refpedt, 1

to reconnoitre the place as-clofe as pofiible without
rifk, and I.ann:x his report to; Licutenant Steu-
art’s, as the cleareft account that can be given o

the able and officer-like munner in which the Su-
fannah was placed, and the evident confequences of
fuch an application, even under the circumftance .
of confiderable difsdvantage. . '

I' very much regret that Mr Bartholomew could

the fort has fuftuined material damage ; but that;!
from the wnfortunate. circumflance of its not hav-'
ing beew poflible, under the exilting flate of wea-|

fels to the point of attack, the injury has been far

lefs extenfive than might have been otherwife ex-!
pected.

"The condud of Lieutenant Hew Stcuart of tlie |

Monarch, on this-recent oceafion, will not Kil, I
am fure, to excite their Lordihips' admiration und
praife. T have greut pieafure in conveying to their
Lordfips Capt. Sir Home Popham’s teltimony to
his diftinguithed merit, and to the zealous and ac-
tive afliftunce which he received from Capt. Brown-
rigg, Lieut. Lake, and Mr Bartholomew.
: T have the honour to be, &ec. Kerrs.
My.Lorbp, Antelope, Downs, Dec. 10.

1 avail myfelf of the firll moment of my retern
to the Dowhs to- acquaint you, that towards noon
on Saturday the &ch, the wind promifed to come
to the 8. E: and knowing it-to be your Lordfhip's
intention to attack. the enemy at every affutlable
poing, T fent the Durty on the clufe of the evenjng,
20 an affigned “flatien between Sengate and Fort

iprudently returned with' it'to the Dart; und «l-

not fetch the port; for Iani pofitive he would huvej
lafhed the carcufs to the piles; he, however, very

though fomething prevented the fecond carcafs from |
ther.and tide, to carry up two of the explofion vef-} poing off, which

evideutly had been firiking againft
tue piles, from the indention at one end, yet he re-
covered and brought it alfo Sn hourd.

Lam molt perfedtly fatisfied with the zeal ‘and
aétivity which. Captain  Brownrigg muanifefted on
this occafion ; the Durt was.admirably placed; and
every alliftunce afforded from her that could infure
the fuccels of this fervies, which muft now. be ven-
fidered as corfined to the efforts of the Sufunnah’;
and I take this oppertunity of moft particularly re-
commending Lieut: Stenart to your Loirdfhips ne-
tice 5 :which, [hope, will altv be, estended to Mr
Bartholomew, notwithitunding he could not ferch
the battery’; and ‘your. Logdihip muft be alive to
the enterprizing-condu® of thefé two officers on a
former accafion. ' A

I cannot _conclude. my-report swithout - afliring
your Lordthip;thar Lieue. Luke, of the Lacuft gun-

ficer or man was hurt in this aperation.
1 have the honour to be, -&c. .
£ . (Signed) . . Home Pornams:
Rt Hom,. Lord Keith, K.B. &e. . )
et .. His Majefty's Ship Dart,
" SIR, . - " Dec. 10, 1804,

In purfuance of your inftructions, and according -
to the arrangement you made for the attempt ch
Fort Rouge only, 1 lefc this fhip at two A.M. and -
proceeded in fhore with the explofion veffel in my -
churge,- until the water fhoaled to.two.and a half
fathoms, when I tacked, and ftood off fo as to en-
able me to fetch the burtery, whicli I:did about
half-paft- twoe, and placing her bow fprit between
the piles,-left her in that fituaticn.: In a few mi- -
nutes I obferved her fwving with herhroadfide to the
battery, in confequence of the bowlprit being car-
ried away, and as anchar was*dropped the inftant .
the fruck the piles, [ had notsthe 4ina loft doubt of
her remaining there until the explofion took place, .
which was in-a few minutes; T.could not fetch the
cavering brig, and.as it+had every appearance of
coming on to blow from the S.E..in which quarter
it was when [ left the Durt, I hope you will excufe
Any running.in the galley to the Downs,

I have, &ec.
(Signed) Hew Struart. .
Sir Flome-Popham, K., Antelope.
Fox Cotter, off Calais,.
SIR, Dec. 9, 1804

According to. your erder I procecded off Feree
Rouge and examined it very firidtly. As [ pro--
ceeded towards the fhore 1law a greae quantity of -
plunk and timber floating, and would hovs picked -
up:fome, bat was afraid | fhould lofe the tiffe, as I
wifthed to examine it at low water, In Quadineg
iny' T could diféern a great nember . of peaple uil
round the S\, end of the fort, and from the et
Head all the way to the San -Flils, 1 did net ¢
-cover any alieration on the eaft fide of the ferty
but when [ got ta the welbward of the Favt, [ o)
plaindy difcover the maft pert of it to e dimage ],
and ‘the breaft-work knocked dewu, and [ hava -
every reafon to helieve it wee very much irjure

brigy who was appointed to cover the bouts, behav-
ed in amoft exempiary wamer; by keeping fo clofe

Lapin, accompanied by the Sufimah vaplefion vei-,

[ Price Supence.}

iti as Lo draw all the fire upon his own veflel 3 ind

U huve grege futisfuction in futing, that.not sn ol

’
by fuch a number of people, beiper affembled there,-
and feeming at work upon it,
X Iam, &e. (Sigred) W. Braxez.
Sir Llemve Fophany, Ko,




