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i DECLARATION,. . '

From the moment that hostilities had commens
ced between Great Britain and France, a sufficient
ground of war against Spain, on the part of Great
Britain, necessarily followed from the treaty of St
tdephonso, if not diselaimed by Spain.

That treaty, in fact, identified Spain with:the
Republican: Government of France, by a virtual
acknowledgement of unqualified -vassalage, and: by
~specific stipulations of unconditioual ofiénce..-

By the articles of that treaty Spain convenanted
10 furnish a'stated contingent of-naval'and military
force for the prosceution.of. any war in.which the
¥rench Republic might think proper:to.engage:-—
she specifically.surrendered any right or pretension.
to enquire ‘into the nature; origin, or justice:of
that war. She stipulatéd, inthe first instance, a
contingent of troops.and ships, which, of iself,
vomprised no moderate proportion of the means at
herdisposal ; but in the event of this contingent:
being at any time found insufficient for thie pur-
poses of France, she furtherbound hérself to.put
intoastate of activity the utmost force, ‘both- by
sea and-land; that it should be " in her power to
collect.  She covenanted that this force slivald:be
at the disposal of France, to he employed conjoint-
ly or separately for the annoyance of the commoii
enemy ; thus submitting her entire power and re-
sources to be used. as the instruments of French'
wmbition and aggression, and- to be applied in
whatever proportion France might. think proper,’
for the avowed purposc of endeavouring to subvert
the Government aud -destroy. the nationalexistence -

of Great Britain, ‘

tain an incontestible right to declare to-Spain, that
unless she decidedly renounced:the treaty, or-gave
assurances that she would not : perform the obliga-
tions of it, she would. not be considered as a neu-:
tral power..- ‘ L, 4
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['pretation.;

. This right, however, for prudentiat reasons, and
from. mdtives of forbearance and: teviderness 10~
wards Spain, was not exercised.in.its filll, extent
‘and, " ii consequence of assurances of'a pacific dis-

Majesty did-not, in- the first instasice; insist on'a
.distinct and formal renunciation of the treaty, Tt
does not appear that any éxpiiss demand of sue-
‘cour had been made by Franeé before: the month
of July 1803 ; and on the first notification’ of the
swar; his Majesty's Minister 3t~ Madyid was led to
believe;: if consequence ‘of Gommunications which
‘phssed bétweén-hijndnd the“Spaitish Gévernnient,
that his Catholic’ Majesty- dids not consider him-
“self as' necessarily bound’ By the-teré: fict'of the'
‘existence “of o war' between' Gréat Diitvin and
Frange, without subseguent: éxplination’ and dis-
“cussiony to fulfil: the stipulations. of the tréaly of St,
1ldephonso,- though tlie- articles. of* thags treaty
swould-certainly, give rise to'a vesyidificrent . jnter-
- Inthe montlr of Octpber a canvention’
“was'signed, ,.!_')g-tjvhich Spai ced:to pay Irance
‘a; cerfain‘suim monthly; il liéu of, thé -niwal and

| miilithry stecouts which they hadstipalated by the

“treity ‘to-provide, but 'of the ‘dmouant of this sum,
‘or-of:the’nature of any othei-stipulations which
‘that convention might contain,. no- oflicialinfor-
mation whatever was givens Gty

: Ttawvas immediately stated by HiE Majesty’s M-
nister at Madrid to the SpanishiGovernment, that
a subsidy as large as that which'they were suppos-
ed to have'engaged‘ta'pay to Frante, fariexceedid
thiebounds of forbéarance . that it conitd only mect

) [owithia tempériry connivanee, as if it whé continus
The character of such a treaty save Great Btiz|

ved, -it.might ‘prove.in fact a’greater inj ury tlian any-
other:hostiliiy: ~ Tii reply; to these remonstrainces,
it'was rejresented as an ‘expedient to gain ‘time;.
and-assurances were- given: whith were confirmed
by eircumstances, ' which ‘ carie " tg s “Mujesty’s

knowledgefrom. other“qudftets, ghat . the disposi-

S

position on the pait of the SpariisH Governivent, his |-

tion of "the Spanish - Government waould, induce
‘them, {o extricate - themsclves from «this enguge-.
ment, if the course of events. sheuld-adinit of their
doing so with safety. = . o

! When his Mijesty had-first renson'to believe - )
‘that such a. convention was concluded; he direct- -
ed his Minister at. Madrid-to declare that his for- -
-bearing to consider Spain as an .enemy must de--
‘pend in some degcg-upon the.amount of the suc--
.cours, and upon her maintaining a perfect neutra- -
ity i all othervespeets ; :but that it would be ime-.-
possible {or him to consider a perizanent payment, .
:to: the amount..oF that. which-was stated to-have -
' been.in agitation, in'any. other lightahun us a direct-
subsidy of war. . p ‘
i His Majesty’s Envov was_direeted, therefore,.
first to protest-against the convention, as..a viola--
“tion.of heutrality,”.and a justifable. cause of war. 30
“seoondly,’ to'declare, that ourzabstiuing - from .
hostilities must depend upon its being only-a tem--
zporiry measure,.and that we miust be ;\Llili,urt)f tos
cousider a perseverauce in. it as a_cause.of war j
-thirdly, that the entranee of anys French ~troops .
‘into Spain must be refused ;- fourthly, “that any.
naval preparation must be a.great.cause of jealousy, .
and anyatiempt to give naval ass tanceto Francean :
ailqmediatc cause of war; fifthly, thot the Spanish.
:Ports must remain. open: to-our conmunerce, and .
"that owrships ‘of war must have equal . treatment
.with those’ of France. 1lis. Mujesty’s - Minister
“was also.instincted; if any Prench troops entered
Spain, orif he-received anthentic -informotion of
“any naval annaments preparing for. the assistance
Jof France,. to leave -Madrid, and to give - imme--
diale notice $o,our-naval commanders,’ that” thew
miglt proceed to hostilities without the delay that
might be ocersidned by o reference home,

* 'The exceution of these. instractions produced a
variety of discussions ; -during which his Majesty’s

Mivister told M. Cevallos,. in answer qto.his. que-




