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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE—April 23. 1805,

Copy of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Sir Andrew Mit-
chell, K. B. Commander in Chief of his Majefty’s

- $hips and veffels at Halifax, to William Mar{den, Efq.
dated Bermuda, 24th March 1805. )

Sir—I have the honour to inclofe, for the
information of the Lords Commiflioners of the
Admiraity, three letters relative to the capture
of his Majefty’s thip' Cleopatra, on the 17th of
February laft, by the French frigate La Ville de
Milan, after a very fevere action.

Their Lordfhips will with pleafure obferve
Law fortunate the Leander has been in falling
in with both fhips, taking La Vills de Milan,
and retaking the Cleopartra. )

No language of mine can do fuflicient jultice
to the perfeverance in the chace, and gallant con-
du&t of Sir Robert Lawric, Bart. his officers,
und young fhip’s company, in the afion with
+he cnemy, which will ever refle® the higheﬂ
honaur on them, when their Lordthips confider
the fuperiority of the fhips and men.

I cannot omit, at the fame time, to give full
credit to the zeal hewn by the Leander’s fhip’s
company, and with what alacrity anhd anxious
wili (Captain Talbor reports to me) they fhew-
rd to eagag: both the frigates, then in the haze,
and undzr French colours, when the Leander
boiz up to the place herfelf between them to
Luing them to aétion.  From the high opinion I
have of the officers, and the wniform pood and
ticady condu& and difcipline of the men, L iroft
they would bav# given a good account of them.

The Cleopatra failed for Haklifax the 18th in-
itant, under the charge of -Captain Sir Robert
Lawrie, for the purpofe of being valued and re-
sined as {oon as pofible.

Ia Ville de Milan I fhall take to Halifax with
the fquadron.  She is a very fine frigate, of the
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adtion, and completely fit for his Majelty’s fer-
vice in every refpect, except the damage the re-
ceived in her maflts, yards, &c. 'in the a&ion,
having alfo a great quantity of fpare f{lores on
board, I -therefore trult their Lordfhips will
-give the neceffary orders for her being purchafed
into his Majefty’s fervice. I fhall take upon me
to direét Commiflioner Inglefield to caufe the
projer officers of his Majelty’s dock-yard to va-
lae her hull, (tores, &e. agreeable to their Lord-
(hips inftructions on that head.’
- I have the honour tu be, &e.
A. MitcHELL,
His Majelly’s thip Leander, off St David’s Head, Ber-
mudi, Wednefday Gth March 1803, at ten A. M.

Str—1I have the honour to inform you, that

[ proceeded to fea, and cruized in his Majelty’s

ders, dated thie 13th ot laflt moonth.

On Satarday the 23d February, at twelve
o’clock at noon, a fiil-was feen from the malt-
head, bearing fouth of usy the weather at this
time was hazy, with f{qualls of wind; and rain
from the northward.. All fail was immediately
m.de in chace ; the weather becoming (till more
hazy, in a few moments we loft fight of the
chace ; at half paft two o’clock it cleared away
a little to the fouthward, and we again got Gght
of her. 1 found we had confiderably nearcd the
chace, and that it was a large fhip under jury
malls, flanding to the fouth-cafl, At three
o'clock we faw arother fhip a thort diftance from
the chace, [teering the fame cowfe, zifo under
jury mails, in appearance a much. larger veffel.

faw they were both frigates 5 on their making us

out to be 2 man of war, they clofed to fupport
each other, fired a gun to.leeward, and. hoifted
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largelt clafs, only.one-year old the day of the

fhip uhder my command, according to. your or-

- As we clofed them very falt, we foon clearly.

| French Enfigns from their main flays ; at four-
o’clock we were within gun-fhot of them ; they -

feparated 3 the frigate nearelt to us put before the
wind, the other fteered with it, on her larboard
quarter.. By half paft four o’clock we got with-
in mufket-fhot of the fmallelt frigate, gave her

one of the main deck guns ;. when, after a few.

minutes hefitation, {he hauled down her cclours,
and hove to. ) :
On my hailing this frigate, I am forry to tell
you, Sir, that I was informed by them, fhe was.
his Majelty’s fhip Cleopatra, of thirty-two guns,

Jately commanded by Sir Robert Liawrie, Bart.

She was taken on Sunday the 17th of February,
after having brought to and fultained a moft fc-
vere and, gullant altion for the fpace of three
hours and a quarter, by a Trench fiigate, nearly
double her force, in lize, complement of men,
and weight of metal.

Obferving that the part of the crew. left on-

board her belonging .to his Majefty’s (hip Clea-
para, had come on deck, and tuken poffeffion
of her on the fhip (triking to us, I hailed, of-

dered them to make fail, and fteer afier his Ma- .

jeity’s thip Leander 5 again made &il in.chace,
and in.about an hour’s time got alongfile - the
French frigate. - She hauled down her colours,

and ftruck to us without a gun bcing fired on.

either fide,

On‘]l;liiing the Trench frizate, you, Sir; may -
eafily judpe how happy I mult have-feit, on heare .

ing I was anfwered. by my-friend Sir Roberg
Lawrie, who told me heavas well, and that the
fhip was.La Ville de Milan, "19. days from the
fland of Martinique, bound.to France.

La Ville de Milan is 2 remackably fine and

handfome frigate, about one yeur’old, 1zoc tons .
 burden, muunting 14 long nine-potinders gn her -
quarter-deck,, 6 long ninc-pounders on the fores .
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