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caftle, 15 ports of a fide on the main deck ;

.when fhe failed from France, had 28 eighteen

pounders. mounted on it, now 26; two were
fanded from her at Martinique.

When -the ation commenced between La
Ville de Milan and his Majefty’s fhip Cleopatra,
fhe was commanded by Monf. Reynaud, Capi-
taine de Vaifleau, bad on board 360 men as her
complement, befides a number of officers and
foldiers of the French army, going paflengers to’
Europe. P St

The officers of La Ville'de Milan agree_in.
faying thar, having difpatches on board for
France, with orders not to fpeak any thing di-
ring their paffage, every thing was done in their
power to avoid being brought to adtion by the
Cleopatra. ‘

Monf, Reynaud was kLilled by the laft fhot

. fired from the Cleopatra, He was efteemed an

experienced and aétive officer, and had ferved in
the late King of Trance’s fervice as an auxiliary
officer; He failed in La-Ville de Milan, from
L’Orient, the 1t of laft Auguft, as Commodore
of fix of their largeft frigates, with troops  em-
barked on board them, to be landed on theifland
of Martinique. After having performed this
fervice, he was ordered, as the French officers
exprefs it, to make.a fiveep through the iflands.

Monf. Guillet, Capitaine de Fregate, and Se-
eond Captain of La Ville de Milan, command-

ed when fhe f{track to ‘us, and Monf. Carrony|

her Second Lieutenant, had the command of the
Cleopatra. ; i )
1t is not poflible for officers to fpeak in ftrong.

- er terms than the French officers do in praife of

Sir Robert Lawrie’s perfeverance in fo long a
chace, exceptitisin the praife they beftow on
‘him, his officers, feamen, and marines, for their
gallant conduét during fo long and fevere an ac-
tion.

Tt.is a very painful part of my duty to be ob-
liged toinform you, Sir, that your eldeft fon,
who was doing duty asan a&ing Licuténant, is
included among the number badly wounded on
board the Cleopatra : as foon as the weather ad.
mitted of his being removed, T had him " rought
on board this thip, and have great pleafure in tel.
Ying you that he is mnch recovered; and from the
experience, great care and Attention of Mr Clif-
ford, furgeon of the Leander, I have every rea-
fon to believé you will, in a fhort {pace of time,
have the fatisfadtion of fiading him once more
gallantly exerting himlelf for 1he horour, and in
the dcfence of his'king and country.  Sir Ro-
bert Lawrie fpeaks in the highefl terms of his
<ondudt, and, indeed, of that of all the officers,
feamen and marines of his Majelly’s fhip Cleo-
patra.

Sir Robert has, at my requeft, been fo kind
as to take charpe of the Cleopatra till fhe arrives
in Port. I have given My Nairoe, Fift Lisu-
zenant of his Majelty’s fhip Leander, chuige of
I Ville de Milun 5 the lengith of time he has
had the honour to ferve under your flag would
make it fuperflucus in me to attempt to poiar ou:
0 you, Siv, his meritorions fervices and abilities
us an officer 3 the only comment I can make on
his conduét on this occalion, is, that nothing can
axceed the excrtions he has made ia putting La
Ville de Milan in a fea-worthy ftate.

The alacrity of the officers, feamen, and ma
sines of his Maj:fty’s fkip. under. my command
during the chace, and their .fleadinefs on going

down to atiack the two. frigates, who had clofed, | M#RMait only lnpported by th
y BU 0% Mg * [ rtay, Iavas inddted "to erofs dis -buw, »and; by | ..

n apperrance with determinadon to make a -for-
midable refiftance, convinced me, . Sir, that hiad
they, waited to make the refifftance they: feemed
difpofed 1o, do, 1hé; Leander twould ndt have
fullied ber good name.s -« T have, &ec. s

Joun Tavnor, Poll Captain,
T'o Vice-Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell, . B. &c.

S1r, ' age, Bermuda, March 7. 1805.

* I have the honour to fend you inclofed a-let-
ter I this'day received from. Sir Robert Lawrie,
Bart. : From'the ftatement made thercin, you
will find,Sir, that the credit of the Britifh flag:
has feldom been more honourably .and gallantly
fupported- thari on the prefent occafion ;. and ‘the-
French officérs, whom_ L have prifohers on boird
this thip, cannot themfelves avoid to acknowledpe,
that had not-the Cleopatra unfortunately, forged.
ahead of La Ville d& Milan ‘the latter: part of
the adtion, La Ville d¢'Milan inuft have furren-
dered to the Cleopatra. -~ | = . .0, -

 I'have the honour. to be, &c.- ‘
. ot bovin o J. Tavnor.
Vice-Admiral Sir Ardrew Mitchell, K. B. o
H s Mijefty’s fhip Cleopatra at Scar

, SR, . .Feb. 25. 1805.

I have to requeft that you will be pleafed to
acquaint the Commander in Chief, that on Sa-
turday the 16Gth inftant, in lat. 28. deg. N. long.
67. deg. W, at ten A. M. faw a fhip in the S,
L. {tanding to the E. N. E. the wind at N. W.
made fail- towards her 3 at eleven perceived the
chace to be a large frigate, with. fifteen ports of a
fide ‘on-the main-deck ; cleared fhip for adion,
and hoifted ‘American’ colours to. induce him to
bring to for us.; but, inftead of which, he made
more fail ; the weather fqually ; made and fhort-
ened fail oceafionally 5 carried away feveral (tud=
ding-fail yards, and the foretop-maft {tudding fail
boom, thifted over the ftarboard one, and fet the
reefed lower {tudding-fail ; a good deal of {well ;
the chace apparently fteering fo as to keep the
ftudding-fails drawing full ; and that at day-light
on.the 17th, was about four miles azhead ; frefh
breezes and [well as before. At half palt ten he
took in his {tudding fails, and hauled more up ;
when we got within about three quarters of a
mile took in ours alfo. At half paft efeven he
hauled his mainfail up, and kept more to the
wind ; upon our {teering fo clofe with him up.on
his quarter, he again fet it and fayfails, trying to
gain the wind of us (upon which point of failing
he had the advantage;) we made all fail, the
chace having fome time before hoifted Lrench
colours, and we ours.

On his feeming to draw a-head fiom us, at

| the diftance: of about half gun-fhot, fired cur bow

chacers, which he réturned occafionally from his
{tern. -

His guns appearing fo well dire&ted, and of
heavy metal, and to prevent being raked by them,
1 was obliged to {leer o as to keep on his quar-
ter, thouph prolonging the chace.  Laritude at-
noon, 2g deg. 24 min. N. Jong. 64 deg. 20 min.
W, At halfpaft two P. M. haviag got within
about a cable’s length from the encmy, he Juff-
cd clofe.to the wind, and gave us two broadfides,
which, when at lefs than haifa cable’s diltangs,
we returned, and a warm action commenced,
both fhips trimming fails, fteering fometimes clofe
to the wind, and at others about three point.
free, dwing which we bad contiderasly the ad-
vantagz  About five, havisg fhot away lus
main-topfail-yard, we forged a-head, although
the mizen-topfail was fquarcd, and both jib, ftay,
and haulyards gone, finding neither fore ner
muin cluegarnéts left to haul the courles up,-our
running 1igging cut topiecess foas to render it
impoflibie either to flionten o1 ‘back a fuil, and
both main, and-{prisg ftays- were {hot, away, the
mainmalt-only fupported by the {torm (tayfaii-

hauling up, ‘to° have raked-hiny ifi priféience 1o
expoling our.fternto:ahe fire'of 2§ pieces of can.
non ffom hisibroadfide ; "bit'in the act. of which
an unfortunate thot ftruck the wheel, - the broken
fpokes. were jammed aguinfl the deck, fo as to
render it immoveable, -as well 25 the ,rud"d':-i-,.

" ""'His Majefty's fhip Leander, Murray’s Anchor-

end by fplinters, piftols, &c. placed near it.—
Our opponent, availing himfelf of our ungovern~

gave us the ftern, running his head and bow{prit
over our quarter-deck, jult abaft the main rige
ging, and-under the cover of a very heavy fire
from. mufkets and mufketoons, attempted to board

in height and fuperiority of numbers, as wéll as
by théir mufketoons trom their tops, cleared our
decks, and in at our ports. The only two guns
ive_could bring to bear, being fired from within
board, did them little injury, the fhot paffing

ing a {hiver, or partly a-back, and bore down by
fo heavy a fhip, (having been intended for 2 74)
going almolt before the wind, and much fea run-
ning, appearing to cut‘us’ afunder at every fend,
I faw no profpeét of faving this (hip,: or'the lives
of the numerous ‘wounded that then were ‘below,
on the {uggeftion of the Firlt Licutenant-we at.
atempted to hoift the fore-topmult Ray-fail-y and
T diretted the fpritfail topfail to be fet alfo ; but,

fhot, as they made their appearancé. At a quar-

La Ville de Milan, of 46 guns; TFrench cight-
:een-pou'ndeés on the main-deck, and eights on
the quarter-deck and fore-caltle ; 350 ‘men; bes
fides feveral officers and paffengers 3 commianded

and' tonfieur Gillet, Capitain de Fregate; the-
former was killed and the latter badly wounded
in the aétion, and imme~diately afterwards the:
Cleopatra became a perfet wreck; not a fpar

other malts gone by the board, and T fully ex-
petted fhe would have foundered before both (hips
could get clear of each other. '

made to bring a fhip of fo fuperior a force into-
ad%ion, and in maintaining of it.  ILa. Ville de

a new {hip of about 12c0 tons burthen, and ha-
vng almoll twice our number of men on board,

were feverak in the fick lift.
TI'rom l.iieutenant Balfour I received every aft

alfa from Lientenants Kinfinan and Croovlie, and-
Lieutenant Bowen 6f the Bermuda ; who kept
up 2 well dire@ed fire from the main deek, and:
Mr Mitchell, Midfhipman and & ng Lieutcnant,
from the quarterdeck; at which Licutenint
Appleton of the marines aflilted, having ne men-
to fpare for fmall arms, bit was wounded early..

“I'he fleady and cool condudt of Mi-Beu (ths
Mafler) confirmed what I had always expeded
from him: to go fwither i particularizing indi-
viduals would be too redious; but I think itmy
duty to mention Mr M*Carthy’s (the Boatfwain )
condud, who is badly wounded, was highly
(pirited and adtive 5 and more gallantry and:
bravery could not have been difplayed- than by
both-officers and men of fo young a thip®s com-

only*thyee marines, .‘who  had joined that corpa

«ahe above unlugky accident occurred, fhe mulk

‘malt and bowlpric were the-only miufis ft nding,

which, at the fame time, was choaked in the.

in the execution of which orders, cvery man was..
knocked down by their mufketry and other fmall .

by Monfieur Reynaud, Capitain de’ Vaifleaux,

tanding but the mizen-maft, the bowfpriv and

as we only multered at quarteis ‘15g, being: tewr-
{hort of complement, and that from the Qiength
of the fhip’s company in able fewmen, and therg-

ter-palt five they fucceeded .in boarding, and 1 °
was compelled to furrenlder to the Trench frigate .

1 vaft it will be found that ¢very exertionwas:

fiftance, as from a gouod and zealous oflicer, as: -

pany, many being under twenty years of age, and -

nidre than two weeks before they were embarked.
I have no- heliation in faying, that had. not

much. cet in the hull, dnd T counred eleven -ihiot -
Fin the wreck of her main-maft.: that cur - welves
'meuiders <ould not do that jultice too fom ita

able fituation, with the wind upon his - quarter, - .

us,? but’was drove back; we exchanged a few i
mufketry.with them ; but their great advantage.

_|through their lower deck. Moft of our fails lay- .

Mi'an is nearly double our fize and force, being

liave ftruck.to us, as the next morning hér forew .




