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Apmirarty-OFFICE, Fune 22.

Copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral Druky to Wir-
LiaM Marspen, Efq. dated on board the Trent, in
Cork harbour, the r3ch inftant, .

Sir,

You will pleafe to acquaint the Right Hon.
the Lords Commiflioners of the, Admiralty of
the arrival, this day, of his Majelty’s (hip Loire,
and three privateers, two Spanifh and one
French. -

I herewith tranfmit Captain Maitland’s letter,
inclofing one from Lieutenant Yeo, Firft Lieu-
tenant of the Loire, giving an account of the cap-
ture of the above veflels, as well as of his moft ju-
dicious and prompt decifion in entering the bay
of Muros; and by the moft active and daring
gallantry on the part of Captain Maitland and
Lieutenant Yeo, and the officers and fhips com-
pany of the Loire, taking the forts which™ de-
fended the bay; the particulars of which are
therein detailed ; alfo another letter from Cap-
tain’ Mairland, defcribing the very gallant attack

made by Licutenant Yeu, in -the boats of the-

Loire, on a Spanifh felucca and {mall privateer, | marine, {lightly wounded.

under the enemy’s batteries, accompanied with
lifts of the killed and wounded, and a lift of vef-
fels captured and deftioyed. .
I have the honour to be, &c,
‘ W. B. Drury.
His Majelly's thip Loire, off Cape
Sin, Finilterre, June 2.
-T have to inform you, that, after delivering
the difpatches Lord ‘Gardner charged me with
- to Sir Robert Calder, in [tretching to the weit-
ward to regain'my (tation, a fmall veflel was dif-
covered {tanding into the bay of Camarinas, to
the eaftward of Cape Finifterre. Being quite
calm after dark, I fent the launch and two cut-
ters, under Mr Yeo, Firlt-Lieutenant, afliftec by
Lieutenant Mallock of the marines, and Meff.
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Clinch, Herbert, and Mildridge, Midﬂlipme_ﬁ,
to endeavour to bring her out. From the intri-

cacy of the paffage, the boats did not get up tili

break of day, when they found two {mall priva-
teers, moored under a battery of ten guns; un-

"daunted, however, by a circum(tance fo little ex-

pected, Mr Yeo ordered the launch, commandet
by Mr Clinch, to board the {malleft, while he,
with the two cutters, moft gallantly attacked and
carried the largeft, a felucca armed with three
eighteen-pounders, four four-pounder brafs {wi-
vels-and fifty men.

The launch had the fame fuccefs in her at-
tack, the fort immediately opened a fire, {o ill di-
rected, however, as to do little damage. Being
ftill perfe&ly calm clofe under the guns of the
battery, and no poflibility of receiving affiftance
from the thip; Mr Yeo was under the painful ne-
ceflityof abandoning the fmalleft veffel, a lugger ot
two fix-pounders, and thirty-two men, to fecurc
the felucca, which, I happy to add, was effected
with enly three men, William Turner, James
Gardner, Quarter-mafter, and John Maynes,

The lofs on boardthe lugger cannot be afcer-
tained. When the crew ot the felucca was mul-
tered, nineteen out of fifty were milling, fome o!
whom had jumped overboard, but the greatcll
part were killed by the pike, ihers: being no weu
pons ufed but the pike and fabre. :

When we enll to miad the inequality of force,
officers included, there- bzing not more thun
thirty-five of the Loire’¢ oppofed to eighty Spi-

niards, with their veflels moored to the walls of

a heavy battery, it mult be allowed to confer the

greate(t credit on the officersand men employea.

on the fervice. b,
. Mr Yeo, in comingout, took pofleflion of threc
{fmall merchant veflels, but finding their cargus

confifted only of fmall wine for the enemy’s
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fquadron at Ferrol, I have deftroyed them. The
name of the privateer captured is the Efperanza
alias San Pedra of Corunna.  She is quite new,
anly out four days, and was vi€tualled and {tored
for a cruize of one month.

Mr Yeo aflures me, that he was affited by
Mr Mallock, with the greateft bravery, and gives
the highelt praife to” Mr Clinch for, the gullan
rey and promiptnels with which he carried his
wrders into execution in the launch. He alfo
ipeaks in the warmeft terms of the officers and
other men under his command.

I have the honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) FrED. MatTLAND.
Rear-Admiral Drury, &e. Cork.

Sir, Road, Spain, June 4. 1805,

Being informed that there was a French ‘pri-
vateer, of twenty-fix guns, fitting out at Muros,
and nearly ready for fea, it ftruck me, from my
vecolleftion of the bay (having been in it for-
merly, when ) .ieutenant of the Kingshther), as
seing pradticable either to bring hér out or de-
{troy her, with the fhip 1 have the honour to
command ; I accordingly prepared yelterday
-vening for engaging at anchor, and appoinred
Vir Yeo, Firlt Lieutenant,” with Lieurs. Mal-
iock and Daouglas of the Marined, and Mr
Clinch, Malter’s Mate, to head tihe boarders
ind marines, ainounting, vfficers included, to 5Q
wen (being all thar could be fpared from anchor-
ing the fhip and working the guns), in landing
and ftormingtthe fort, though I then had no ides
15 {brength was {o grear as it has proved. At
aine this morning, on the fea-brecze ferting in,
[ (tood for the bay tn the fhip, thé men pre=
vioully prepared being in the boats ready to fhove
~ff. Yo hauling clofe round the point of the

1d; a fmall buttery of two gans opened a tire
on the fhip ; a few fhet were returned,. but pers

His Mujefty's thip L.oire at anchor, Muros

;
;

e ey | o -




