ceiving it would annoy us confiderably, from its
fitvation, 1 defired Mr Yeo to puth on fhore and
fpike the guns, reminding the men of its being
the anniverfary of their Severeign’s birth, and
thar, for his fake, as well as their own credit;
their utmoft exertions muft be ufed. "Though
fuch an injun&ion was unneceffiry, it had a great
effe@ in animating and raifing the [pirits of the
people. As the fhip drew in, and more fully
opencd the bay, I perceived a very =l‘ong cor-
vette, of twenty-fix ports,apparently neaily ready
for fea, and a large brig, of twenty ports, in a
ftate of fitting 3 but neither of them firing,
led me to conclude they had not their guns on
board, and left no other object to occupy my:
attention but a heavy fort, which-at this mo=
ment opened to our view, within lefs than a
quarter of a mile, and began a wonderfully well
direéted fire, almoft every fhor taking place in
the hull. . Perceiving .that, by ftanding further
on, more guns would be brought to bear upon
us, without our being enabled to riear the fort
fo much as I wifhed, I ordered the helm to be
put down, and when, from the way fhe had, we
had gained an advantageous pofition, anchored
with 4 fpring, and commenced firing. Although
we had but little doubt that, before long, we
fhould have filenced the fort, yet from the fpeci-

men they gave us, and being completely em-|

brazured, it muflt have coft us many lives, and
greatinjury to the fhip, had not Mr Yeo’s gal-
antry and great condu® foon put an end to
their fire, ‘

I muft now revert to him and the party un-
der his command: Having landed under the

-1 aall battery on -he point, it was inftantly aban.

donzd, but hardly had he time to fpike the guns,
when, at the diftance of a quarter of a milc, he
prreeived a regular fort,. ditched, and - with a
gvie, which the enemy (fortunately never fu-
{iiefing our landing) had neglectéd to fecure,
upen a fire vpon the thip.  Without waiting for
crders, he pufhed forward, and ‘was oppofed at
the inoer gate by the Governor, with fuch Lroops
as were in the town, and the crews of the French
privateers. From the teftimony of the prifoners
as well us our own men, it appears that Mr Yeo
was the firlt that entered the fort, with one blow
laid the Guvernor dead. af his feet, and broke
his own fubre in two 3 the other officers were dif-
patched by fuch efficers and men of ours as were
moft advanced, and the narrownefs of the gate
would purmit’ to pufh forward ; the remainder |
initantly fled to the further end of the for,
where from the fip we could percéive many of
them leap fiom the embrazures upon the rocks
(4 heighr of above rwenty-five feet) ; fuch as
lard down their armé received quarter. * For a
more particular account of the proceedings of
Mr Yeo and his party, I beg leave to refer you
to his letter inclofed herewith, and have to re-
quelt you will be pleafed to recommend him to
the notice ot the Lords Commiffioners of the
Admiralty ; being a very old officer, and in the
two late inllances has difplayed as much gal-
luntry as ever fell to the lot of any man; he
fpeaks in the (trongeft language of the officers
and men under his command on thore, and [
feel it but juftice to attribute vur fuccefs wholly
to their exertions; for although the fire from
the fhip was admirably diredled, the enemy were
fo comuletely covered by their embrazures, as
to render the grape almoft ineffetual,

The inftant the union was difplayed at the

fort T fent and took pofl:fion of the enemy’s

velltls 10 the road, confitting of the Confiance
French fhip privateer, pierced for twenty-fix
twelves and nines, none of which were how-
ever on board ; the Belier, a French privateer
brig, pierced for twenty cighteen-pound car-
ronades ; and a Spanifh ‘merchant brig in bal-
laft. I then hoifted a flag of truce, and fent to
infwrm the inhabitants of t: e town, that, if they
would deliver up fuch ftores of the fhip as were
on lhore, there would be no Further molelta-

.
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tion ;- the propofaiwas thankfully ‘agreed to. I
did not, however, think it advifable'to:allow the
people ‘to remainlong enough'to'embark the
guns, there being a large body ofitroops in the-
vicinity:-.. A great many {mall- veffels aré in the
Béy and haiiled .up on the bedch, none:’ 9F them
having cargoes'of any value,”I: conceive it an adt.

of the means of gaining theirrulive_#li_lipod,'__agd fhall
not moleft- them. ' On-infpecting;the brig, as fhe

not in a (tate of forwardnels, I found it imprac-
ticable'to bring hef away, and:therefore fet fire
t6-her 't ‘She is now.: burnt to-th e-water’s edge..
I ‘cannot” conclide’ niy letter withoutigiving, the

‘portion of credit'that is their due to the officers

and men on board the fhip. They conducted
themfelves with the greatelt {teadinels and cool.
nefs; and, although under a heavy fire, pointed
their guns with the. utmolk -precifion, . there
being hardly a‘fhot that did not take effect. To
Licutenants Lawe and Bertram I feel much in-.
débted, as well as to Mr Shea the purfer (who
volunteered his fervices, and to whom I gave
the charge of the quarter deck carronades in Mr
Yeo’s abfence), for the precifion and coulne.fs
difplayed by the men under their command in’
pointing the guns, as well as the exad attention
paid to my orders, and ceafing fire ‘the inltant
the union jack made its appearance on the walls,
by which, in ali probability, the lives of feveral
of our men were faved.  Mr Cleverly, the
mafter, brought the broadfide to bear with much
quicknefs and nicety, by means of the fpring. I
fend you herewith a litt of our wounded on
board, and en fhore, with one of the enemy’s
killed and wounded ; and an account of their
force at the commencement of the ation.

I have been under the neceflity of being more
detailed than T could wifh, but it is out of my.
power, in a fmaller compafs, to do juftice to the
exertions and condu&@ of the officers and men
employed on the “different fervices. Tt is but

credit of the {hip’s company, the Bifhop and one
of the principal inhabitants of the town cameoff to
exprels their gratitude for the orderly behaviour
of the people (there not being one inftance of
pillage), and to make offer of every refrefhment
the place affords. ’ ]
I'am now waiting for the land breeze to carry
us out, having already recalled the officers and
men from the fort, the guns being {piked and
thrown over the parapet, the carriages rendered
unferviceable, and the embrazures, with part. of
the fort, blown up. . :
I have the honour to be, &c.
. TFrep. Marrrano.
Rear- Admiral Drury, 8. &c. &e. Cove,
His Majeity’s thip Loire, Muros,
Sir, June 4, 1805.
I have the pleafure to ‘acquaint you, that I
proceeded on fhore with the party you did me

purpofe of ftorming the fort on the point agree-
able to your orders, which, on ourapproach, the
foldiers quitted. On my arrival, I obferved a
ftrong fort at the entrance of the town, opening
a heavy fire on the fhip ; and, judging it prai-
cable to carry it by ftorm, from a thorough
knowledge I had of ‘the determined bravery of
all the officers and men, I ordered them to fol-
low me for that purpofe, which was obeyed with
all that energy and gallantry which Britith feamen
and marines are {o well known to poffefs on fuch
an occafion, and, ina very fhort time, reached
the outer gate, when the TFrench centinel fired,
and retreated into the fort, which we inftantly
entered, and were met by the Governor aad all
the garrifon, &c. when, after a dreadful flaugh-
ter on the part of the enemy, the remainder fur-
rendered, and I inftantly ‘ordered the Britith
colours to be hoifted.

I feel it my duty, as well as the greateft plea-

fure, to mention the great fupport I received

of inhumanity to deprive the: ‘poorer inhabitants™

had " oaly the lower rigging over head, and was |

| poor wounded prifoners, who were lying in num.

.ance, and nine others, killed.

fair at the fame time to .ftate that, much to the

the honour to place under my command, for the |

from Lieutenant Mallock of the royal marines, §
and Mr Charles Clinch mafter’s mate, as, from
their being near me all the time of the aétion, |
was enabled to obferve their very cool and gal.
lant behaviour, as alfo of Lieutenant Douglas, of
the royal marines, who, though engaged at dif.
ferent parts of the fort, I have no lefs reafon 1o
be highly pleafed with. o

I mult now beg leave to fay how much I ap
indebted to every feaman and marineof the party,
who behaved fo unanimoufly brave nothing could
withftand them ; and to their credit as Englith.
men as well as their profeflion, the inftant the
fort was in our poffeffion, they feemed to ¢
who could be the firlt to relieve and af(t the

bers in different parts of the fort; and 1 had

the pleafure to fee. their humanity amply repaid B8

by the gratitude .the unfortunate” mens friends

exprefled when'they came to take them away,
. I have the honour to' bey¥&c.

i "~ James Lucas YEeo.
To Captain Frderick Maitland, &c. 171,

A lift of wounded on fEore belonging o bis Majefly’s i
- Loire, at Eﬁ‘/'iru.r. the f}!’gaf Fune 1805{/?] Jip

Licutenant . L. Yco, flightly—Mr-Clinch, mafter’
mate, ditto—FHenry Gray, feaman, ditto—Martin ten.
drickfon, feaman, ditto—John Payne, feaman, ditto=
John Leonard, marine, ditto.

.03 board.

James Caldwell, feaman, dangeroufly—Magnus Johne
fon, feaman, loft his right leg above. the knee—Chrtiftian
Wilfon, feaman, ealf of his leg fhot off=John Whize.
cotnb, feaman, feverely—John Plumber, feaman, flightly
—Mark Archer, feaman, ditto—Thomas Lloyd, feaman,
ditto— John Moulds, feaman, ditto—James Gillete, fe
man, ditto.——='l'otal.—2 officcrs, 12 [eamen, and
marine, 1 :

{ Spaniards kilied and wwounded.
. The Governor of the fort, and a Spanifh Gentleman
who had volunteered ; the fecond Captain. of the Confie

Thirty. amongtt which were moft of the officers of
the Confiance, wounded.

Total.—12 killed and 3v wounded, N
(Signed) FRED. L. MAITLAND.

LEacmy's force at the commencement_of the attion when o pofed
to bis Mcy’gﬁ_-,v's‘/lup Loire, in Muros Hay, Fune 4.1805.
/A fortof 12 Spanifh eightcen-pounders, mounted on

traveling carriages, 22 Spanifh foldiers, feveral Spunih B8

gentlemen and townfmen volunteers, and aboue. 100 of §

the Confiance’s {hip's company. gy S

“The fmall battery on the point, 2 Spanifh. eightcen-
pounders, one mounted as above, the other on.a thip
carriage, manned by <ight artillery men and ten other

Spaniards, 5 ey ;

J In the Bay. e T

‘La Confiance of Bourdeaux, pierced for 26 guns,
twelves and nines, (not on board), £16 feet long on the
main-deck, 30 feet wide, mcafures about 450 “tons, is in
good order, and a very fit thip for his, Majefty's. fervics ;
is reckoned to-fail exceflively fift ; was to have goueto
fea in a few days, bound to India, with a complement of
3oo men: Brought away. s :

~ Le Belier, of Bourdeaux, pierced for twenty guns; alle
fitting for fea; was ro have carried eighteen-pounder
carronades, and 180 men; fuppofed to be deftined to
cruize to the weltward.of Cape Clear .. Burnt,

The guas on the fort and battery ipiked,. and thrown
over the parapet, The carriages broke, and rendered
unferviceable. The embrazures blown up. ~Forty bar-
rels of powder brought. on board, with two fmali brais
cannons, and jo ftand of arms, :

(Signed) Frep. Martranp.

Copy of aletter from Rear-Admiral Dacges, Comman-
der in Chief of his Majefty’s fhips and veflels at [ar
maica, to WiLLiam Marspen, Efq. dated on board
the Hercule, at fea, the 2d May 1805,

o Sin, ; § ’

I have the henour to inclofe, for their Lord-
fhips information, the copy of a letter from
Captain Coghlan, of his Majefty’s floop Renard,
acquainting me of his having brought to aclion
the General Erpeuf priviteer, late his Maje(ly’s
floop Lilly, which, after a clofe aftion of thurty
five minates, took fire and exploded. ™ It isan
additional proof of the fteady and decifive con-
du of Captain Coghlan, who fpeaks in high §
terms of his officers and thip’s company, all of B
whom I am fure, meet the approbation” of their , §
Lordfhips. %

I am, &c. J. R. Dacres.
His Majefty’s floop Renard, Port Royaly
SIR, Jamaica, April 27,1805,

Having efcorted the Chellerfield packet to

the latitude dire@ted in your order of the fi%.




