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the day and enabled the division to press on
and capture objectives of the highest tactical
importance.

Bt. Major William La Touche Congreve, D.S.O.,
M.C., late Rif. Brig.

For most conspicuous bravery during a period
of fourteen days preceding his death in action.

This officer constantly performed acts of
gallantry and showed the greatest devotion to
duty, and by his personal example inspired all
those around him with confidence at critical
periods of the operations. During preliminary
perparatiqns for the attack he carried out
personal reconnaissances of the enemy lines,
taking out parties of officers and non-commis-
sioned officers for over 1000 yards in front of
our line, in order to acquaint them with the
ground. All these preparations were made
under fire.

Later, by night, Major Congreve conducted
a battalion to its position of employment, after-
wards returning to it to ascertain the situation
after assault. He established himself in an ex-
posed forward position from whence he success-
fully observed the enemy, and gave orders
necessary to drive them from their position.
Two days later, when Brigade Headquarters
was heavily shelled and many casualties re-
sulted, he went out and assisted the medical
officer to remove the wounded to places of
safety, although he was himself suffering
severely from gas and other shell effects. He
again on a subsequent occasion showed supreme
courage in tending wounded under heavy shell
fire.

He finally returned to the front line to
ascertain the situation after an unsuccessful
attack, and whilst in. the act of writing his
report, was shot and killed instantly.

Captain William Barnsley Allen, M.C., M.B.,
Royal Army Medical Corps.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty.

When gun detachments were unloading H.E.
ammunition from, wagons which had just come
up, the enemy suddenly began to shell the
battery position. The first shell fell on one of
the limbers, exploded the ammunition and
caused several casualties.

Captain Allen saw the occurrence and at
once, with utter disregard of danger, ran
straight across the open, under heavy shell
fire, commenced dressing the wounded, and
undoubtedly by his promptness saved many of
them, from bleeding to death.

He was himself hit four times during the
first hour by pieces of shells, one of which
fractured two of his ribs, but he never even
mentioned this at the time, and coolly went on
with his work till the last man was dressed and
safely removed.

He then went over to another battery and
tended a wounded officer. It was only when
this was done that he returned to his dug-out
and reported his own injury.

Captain ]S'oel Godfrey Chavasse, M.C., M.B.,
Eoyal Army Medical Corps.

For most conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty.

During an attack he tended the wounded in
the open all day, under heavy fire, frequently
in view of the enemy. During the ensuing
night he searched for wounded on the ground-
in front of the enemy's lines for four hours,

Next day he took one stretcher-bearer to the
advanced trenches, and under heavy shell fire
carried an urgent case for 500 yards into safety,
being wounded in the side by a shell splinter
during the journey. The same night he took
up a party of twenty volunteers, rescued three
wounded men from a shell hole twenty-five
yards from the enemy's trench, buried the
bodies of two Officers, and collected many
identity discs, although fired on by bombs and
machine guns.

Altogether he saved the HVPS of some-
twenty badly wounded men, besides the ordin-
ary cases which passed through his hands.
His courage and self-sacrifice were beyond
praise.

Temporary Captain Archie' Cecil Thomas-
White, Yorkshire Regiment.

For most conspicuous bravery, .lie was in
command of the troops that held the southern
and western faces of a redoubt. For four days
and nights, by his indomitable spirit, great
personal courage, and skilful dispositions, he
held his position under heavy fire of all kinds
and against several counter-attacks. Though
short of supplies and ammunition, his deter-
mination never wavered. When the enemy
attacked in greatly superior numbers and had
almost ejected our troops from the redoubt, he
personally led a counter-attack, which finally
cleared the enemy out of the southern, and
western faces. He risked his life continually,,
and was the life and soul of the defence.

Lieutenant John Vincent Holland, Leinster
Regiment.

For most conspicuous bravery during a
heavy engagement, when, not content with
bombing hostile dug-outs within the objective,
he fearlessly led his bombers.through our own
artillery barrage and cleared a great part of the
village in front.

He started out with 26 bombers and finished
T.ip Avith only five, after capturing some fifty
prisoners. By this very gallant action he un-
doubtedly broke the spirit of the enemy, and
thus saved us many casualties when the bat-
talion made a further advance.

He was far from well at the time, and later
had to go to hospital.

2nd Lieutenant Gabriel George Coury, South
Lancashire Regiment.

For most conspicuous bravery. During an
advance he was in command of two platoons
ordered to dig a communication trench from
the old firing line to the position won. By his
fine example and utter contempt of danger he
kept up the spirits of his men and completed
his task under intense fire.

Later, after his battalion had suffered severe
casualties and the Commanding Officer had
been wounded, he went out in front of the
advanced position, in broad daylight and in full
view of the enemy, found his Commanding
Officer, and brought him back to the new


