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From FRIDAY, FesruAry 28. To TUES DAY, Marcy 4. 1806.

An ExtraordinaryGazetté, recéived this day,
contains difpatches from Sir Davip Bairp and
Sir Home Poruant, announcing the capture of
the Cape of Good Hope on the 1oth January
laft by capitulation. .

Apmirarty OFrice, March 1. 1806.

Copy of a letter from Captain Sir Home Poraaw, of his
Majefty’s thip Diadem, to Wirciam MarspeN, Efg.
dated in Table Bay, Jan. x3. x8c6.

S1R,

I have the honour to trafmit you copies of two
letters, which I yefterday received from Captain
Donnelly, who had been detached to procure
intelligence ; and, in juftice to an officer of fuch
merit, [ cannot omit exprefling my regret that I
was deprived of the benefit of his exertions in
the various duties which have been lately carried
on at this place.—1I have the honour to be, &c.

Home Pornam.
His Majelty’s thip Narciffus, Cape Mount,
coaft of Africa, N. E. five leagues, Oc-
fir, - tober 3o, 1305.

Proceeding on the fecret fervice which you
did me the honour of charging me with, I fell
in with the Columbus Guinea fhip yelterday, the
mafter of which, Mr Callow, informed me a brig
and fchooner, French privateers, were infelting
this coaft, and had captured the Horatio Nel-
{on, tlic (toutelt fhip coming out this feafon,
after a fevere aétion.

I immediately difguifed the fhip I command,
and edged in fhore, i the hope of meeting them,
directing the Columbus to proceed on her voyage
down the coaft. At ten o’clock this morning
we defcried the abovementioned privateers and
the Horatio Nelfon in chace of the Columbus ;
and, as we perceived them coming faft up with
her, we ftood towards them completely difgui-
fed, and cut them off from her. In palling, I

direfted her malter {till to keep irwuning away.

[ Price 64d. ]

When the privateers faw s {eparate they wore,
and ftood towards us:  When we approached
within piftol-fhot, they commenced a fire, af-
filted by the Horatio. Nelfon, which carried
twenty nine-pounders, and two twelve-pounders.
We were obliged to fire upon them, and did
them much damage, before the larpelt ftruck.—
When we got pofleflion; ‘we immediately purfu-
ed the Horatio Nelfon, in preference to the
{chooner.

In the mean time the Columbus wore, and
ftood towards the Horatio Nelfon, and exchan-
ged broadfides as they paffed ; and fhe afterwards
wore, and kept firing at her, until we arrived up
with her, when fhe {truck.

I have given her in pofleflion of Mr Callow,
malfter of the Columbus, who behaved wery well
on the occafion, in order to her being fent to
Cape Maffarida, where her late malter and part
of the crew are ; and I rejoice this nelt of thieves
(for they have plundered from all nations) is
deftroyed, particularly as we fpoke many valu-
able veffels jult coming on the coalt. The
fchooner efcaped with onlya few men on board,
as her crew were fent on board the Iloratio
Nelfon, which was fitted for cruizing.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) Ross DonnerLLy.
Commodore Sir Home Popham, K, M.
&e. &e. &e.

P. 8. The brig we captured is named Le
Prudent, of four twelve-pounders, eight fix
pounders, and feventy men.

His Majefty’s thip Narciffus, off the Cape of*
Good Hope, Chriltmas Day 1805.
SIR,

Yefterday afternoon, while we were anxioufly
looking out in the fhip I command, for the {qua-
dron and convoy under your orders, we difcover-
ed a fhip coming from the land about Table-

bay, in chace, fteering down'-before the wind 3
fhe approached within eight or nine miles, and
then hauled her wind from us. We inftantly
purfued, and kept her in view until half-pait nine
at night, when the weather became fo thick we
loit fight of her. -

Judging, however, from her falt failing, fhe
was a fhip of war, and would moft likely, puth
back for the Cape T'own to give intelligence of
our being on the coalt, I plyed to windward all
night to cut her off, and at day-light had the
pleafure of {eeing her at a confiderable diftance
to windward ; at nine o’clock we neared her
falt, and fearing fhe would make in for the fhore,
I ufed every endeavour to prevent it, but with-
out effe®, as fhe was {till to windward of us,
and after various manceavres to efcape clofe to
the furf along fhore, and both keeping up a par-
tial fire, we compelled her to run a ground.

Soen after we obferved her three malfts and
bowfprit go by the board, and her boats went

. adrift.

In fuch a diftrefled fituation, with a heavy
fwell and furf fetting on the beach, we forbore
firing at her, although fhe vauntingly difplayed
the colour, which (confidering her force) the
deprived herfelf of the power of proteéting, and
I very much fear the greateft part-of her crew
will be loft. i

Immediately after this event we captured 2
Dutch floop, bound with naval {tores from the
Cape Town to a line of battle fhip lying at
Simon’s Bay.

The people on board informed us the veflel
we ran on fhore was a French fhip of two and
thirty - 32-pounders (fhort guos) and 250 men,
and bad juft failed from Table Bay; that (he
had on board the ordnance, &c, of L’Atalante
French frigate lately loft there, and was bound




