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left. His party opened rapid rifle fire, and he
climbed out on to the parapet under point
blank machine-gun fire, and, by his fearless
demeanour and bravery, forced the enemy
to surrender. As a result, 123 of the enemy,
including several officers, were captured by
2nd Lt. Schofield and his party.

This very gallant officer was killed a few
minutes later. .

2nd Lt. John Crowe, Wore. R.
For most conspicuous bravery, determina-

tion, and skilful leading when the enemy,
for the third, time having attacked a post in
a village, broke past on to the high ground
and established a machine gun and snipers
in the broken ground at the back of the
village. 2nd Lt. Crowe twice went forward
with two N.C.O.'s, and seven men to engage
the enemy, both times in face of active
machine-gun fire and sniping. His action
was so daring that on each occasion the enemy
withdrew from the high ground into the
village, where 2nd Lt. Crowe followed them
and .himself opened fire upon, the enemy as
they collected in the doorways of the houses..

On the second occasion, taking with him
only two men of his party, he attacked two
enemy machine guns which were sweeping
the post, killed both the gunners with his
rifle, and prevented any others from reaching
the guns and bringing them in action again.
He then turned upon a party of the enemy
who were lined up in front of him, killed
several, and the remainder withdrew at once.
He captured both the guns, one of which was
the battalion Lewis gun which had been
captured by the enemy on the previous day.

Throughout the seven days of operations
2nd Lt. Crowe showed an utter disregard of
danger and was recklessly brave. His per-
sonal example and cheerfulness contributed
largely to the determination of the garrison
of the post to hold out. It may safely be
said that but for his coolness and skill at
the last moment, when he personally placed
the covering party in close proximity to the
enemy, who were again closing round, and
were also forming up in fours near by, the
garrison of the post could never have effected
its escape. The valour and zeal displayed
by 2nd Lt. Crowe were of the highest order.

. No. S.6522 Sjt. William Gregg, D.C.M.,
M.M., Rifle Bde. (Derby).

For most conspicuous bravery and brilliant
. leadership in action.

Two companies of his unit attacked the
" enemy's outpost position without artillery

preparation. Serjeant Gregg was with the
right company, which came under heavy
fire from the right flank as it advanced. All
the officers with the company were hit. He
at once took command of the attack. He
rushed an enemy post'and personally "killed
an entire machine-gun team and captured
the gun and four men in a dug-out near by.

.. He then rushed another post, killed two men
'. and captured another. In spite of heavy

casualties he reached his objective, and
started consolidating the position. By this
prompt and effective action this gallant

N.C.O. saved the situation at a critical time
and ensured the success of the attack.

Later, Sjt. Gregg's party were driven back
by an enemy counter-attack, but, reinforce-
ments coming up, he led a charge, personally
bombed a hostile machine gun, killed the
crew, and captured the gun. Once again he
was driven back. He led another successful
attack, and hung on to the position until
ordered by his company commander to with-
draw.

Although under very heavy > rifle and
machine-gun fire for several hours, Sjt.
Gregg displayed throughout the greatest
coolness and contempt of danger, walking
about encouraging his men and setting a
magnificent example.

No. Z.1030 Cpl. (L./Sjt.) Joseph Edward
Woodall, Rifle Bde. (Salford).

For most conspicuous bravery and fine
leadership during an attack.

Sjt. Woodall was in command of a platoon
which, during the advance, was held up by
a machine gun. On his own initiative he
rushed forward and, single-handed, captured
the gun and eight men.

After the objective had been gained, heavy
fire was encountered from a farmhouse some
200 yards in front. Sjt. Woodall collected
ten men and, with great dash and gallantry,
rushed the farm and took thirty prisoners.

Shortly afterwards, when the officer in
charge was killed, he took entire command,
reorganised the two platoons, and disposed
them most skilfully.

Throughout the day, in spite of intense
shelling and machine-gun fire, this gallant
N.C.O. was constantly on the move, en-
couraging the men and finding out and send-
ing back invaluable information.

The example set by Sjt, Woodall was
simply magnificent, and had a marked effect
on the troops. The success of the operation
on this portion of the front is attributed
almost entirely to his coolness, courage and
utter disregard for his own personal safety.

No. 15883 L./Cpl. James Hewitson, R. Lane.
R. (Coniston).

For most conspicuous bravery, initiative
and daring in action.

In a daylight attack on a series of crater
posts, L./Cpl. Hewitson led his party to their
objective with dash and vigour, clearing the
enemy from both trench and dug-outs, kill-
ing in one dug-out six of the. enemy, who
would not surrender. After capturing the
final objective, he observed a hostile machine-
gun team coming into action against his men.
Working his way round the edge of the crater
he attacked the team, killing four and captur-
ing one. Shortly afterwards he engaged a
hostile bombing party, which was attacking a
Lewis-gun post. He routed the party, killing
six of them.

The extraordinary feats of daring per-
formed by this gallant N'.C.O. crushed the
hostile opposition at this point.

No. B.203174 Pte. William Beesley, Rifle
Bde. (Nuneaton).


