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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE—April 15. 1806.
Copy of a Leuter from Vice-Admiral Sir J. T, Duck-
worth, K. B. to William Mar(den, Efq. dated Su-

perb, Port Royal, Jamaica, Feb. 16. 1806.

Sir ‘

Captai’n Henry, of the French fhip Diomede, which
ran on thore, and I afterwards ordered to be burnt, be-
ing, with his officers, among the prifoners ref:ued the
afternoon of the 9th, before that event took place, he
approached to offer Captain Keats, which he, from the
report which had been made to me by Sir Edward Ber-
1y, and except in the a& of hailing, confirmed by Cap-
tain Dunn, that the thip had ftruck before fhe run on
fhore, it was difdainfully refufed. This of courfe made
explanation neceffary on my fide ; and [ acquainted Cap-
tain Henry that I had marked his difhonourable conduét
in my public letter ; when faelin%. as he appeared to
do, like a man of honour; and referring to his officers
and fhip’s company, they gave the ftrongeft teftimony
that the péndant was always flying, though the enfign
was fhot dway; and this, from ftriét inveftigation fince
my arrivel here, appears to be the cafe ; and as Sir Ed-
ward Berry is nor prefent to refer to, and the Commo-
dore in the Brave allows he hailed the Agamemnon,
and what has been recited pafled between them, I have
no doubt that the Diomede has been miftaken for the
Brave, by her enfign being down. I therefore, Sir,
feeling that charuéter is much more valuable than life,
am to beg the heavy charge on Captain Henry may be
done away_in fuch a mfa.tnner as in their Lordfhips
judoment may appear moft proper.

T Iam.]r &F:'P £ pJ. T. DuckwoRrTH.

Copy of a Letter from Vice-Admiral Dacres, Comman-
der in Chief of his Majelty’s fhips and veffels at Ja-
maica, to William Marfden, Efq. ‘dated on board his

Majefty’s thip Shark, Port Royal, Feb. 9. 1806.

Sin,

1 have the pleafure to inclofe, for the information of
the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, the copy of
a letter receivad from Captain Dathwood, of his Maje-
fty's thip Franchile, giving an account of the behaviour
of Licutenants Fleming and Douglas, and Lieutenant
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Mends, of the marines, of that fhip, with the boats
crews, who in fo determined a manner cut out of the
Bay of Campeachy his Catholic Majefty's brig Rapofa,
againt fuch fuperior force and oppofition. I truft their
Lordfhips will think their conduét worthy of their ap-

probation. Iam, &« Jas. R. Dacnxs.
His Majefty’s thip Franchife, at anchor,
Sin, off Campeachy, January 7. 1806.

Having received information from a neutral, that fe-
veral Spanifh veffels had very lately arrived in the Bay
of Campeachy, and conceiving it practicable, from the
local knowledge I had of that place, that they might be
cut out without running much rifk 3 1 have prefumed in
confequence to extend the limits of the orders with which
you honoured me, and praceeded to this anchorage ; and
although I am well aware of the great refponfibility,
yet, as it was-undertaken folely with 4 view of forward-
ing the King's fervice, by dillrefling his enemies, fo T
have the vanity to hope it will be fanétioned with your
high approbation.

I have therefore the honour te report that I lafk even-
ing anchored the Franchife in quarterlefs four fathoms,
a-breaft the town of Campeachy, and as it was impof-
fible, from the fhallownefs of the water, to approach
nearer to the fhore than five leagues, 1 difpatched the
fenior Officer, Lieutenant John Floming, accompanied
by Lieutenant P. J. Douglas, the third, Lieut. Mends
of the marines, and Meflrs Daly, Lamb, Chaliners, and
Hamilton, Midfhipmen, in three boats, with orders to
fcour the Bay, and bring off fuch of the enemy's vef-
lels as they might fall in with.’ But from the diftance
they had to row, joived to the darknefs of the night,
and the uncertainty of their pofition, it was four.
o'clock in the morning before they could poffibly ar~|
rive, long after the rifing of the moon, which unforti-"
nately gave the enemy warning of their approach,
and ample time for preparation, even to the tricing
up of their boarding nettings, and projeQing fweeps
to prevent the boats from coming alongfide ; and al-
though the alarm was thus given from one end of the
bay to the other, and inftantly cominunicated to the

Caltle on fhore, yet nothing could damp the ardour and

vl

gallantry of the officers and crew who had volunteered
on this (as it ultimately proved) hazardous fervice, for
that inftant two of his Catholic Majefty’s brigs, one of
20 guns 2nd 180 men, the other of 12 guns and 9SG
men, accomparied by an armed fchooner of eight, and
fupported by feven gun boats of two guns each, flipped
their cables, and commenced a moft fevere and heavy
cannonading on the three boats, which muft foon have
annihilated them, had not Lieutenant Fleming, with
great prefence of mind and ‘unchecked ardour, moft
boldly dafhed on, and inftantly luid the neareft brig on
board. He' was fo quickly fupported by his friend,
Lieutenant Douglas, in the barge, and Mr Lamb, in
the pinnace, that they carried her in ten minutes, not-
withftanding the very powerful refiftance they met
with, The whole of this little flotilla purfued them for
fome diftance, keeping up a conftant fire of:guns and
mufketry, which was fo finartly returned both by the
brig and boats, that they foon retired to their former
pofition, leaving Lieutenant Fleming in quiet poffeffion
of his prize, which proved to be the Spanith Monarch's
brig Rapofa, pierced for 16, but enly 12 guns mounted,
exclufive of cohorns, fwivels, and numereous fimall arms,
with a complement of 90 men, but only 75 aGually on
board; the Captain Yohn Joaquin de la Cheva,with the fe-
nior Lieuténant, the civil officers, and a boat’s crew being
abfent on fhore. She appearsto be an almoft new vellel,
coppered, fails well, and, in my humble judgment, ad-
nirably calculated for his Majefty's fervice, It is with
the moft heartfelt fatisfadtion 1 have to announce, that

- this fervice was performed without the lofs of a fingle
. man, and only feven flightly wounded.

But I lament
to fay that that pleafure 18 in a great ‘meafure damped

by the great effulion of blood on the part of the enemy,

they having had an officer and four mén *killed, many
jumped overboard and drowned, and the Commanding
Officer and twenty-five wounded, many of whom, [
am forry to add, are, in the Surgeon’s opinion, mortal-
ly- I have therefore, from motives of humanity, fent
the whole of them on fhore with a flag of truce, where
the brave but unfortunate wounded can be better taken

care of, which, I truft, you will approve. Lieutenang
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