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are within a certain distance of any one of some
six or eight " observation points " in the North-
Eastern Atlantic.

• 5. In addition to the regular observations,
which are taken at 0100, 0700 and 1300 Green-
wich time and sent as soon as possible to Malin
head (GMH) or Valentia (G-CK) coast stations,
these ships may, on request from either of these
coast stations, send special data messages at
other times.

6. The procedure for a ship which intends to
send a data message will be as follows :—As soon
as it has been decided to make the data message
(i.e., normaUy at about 0100, 0700 or 1300), the
ship makes to " all ships" (CQ) the word
"weather,"* followed by a number which
indicates the " observation point " (see para. 4
above), near which she is at the time.

7. This warning message will not be answered
by any ship or station ; it is merely designed :—

(a) To inform all ships within range that a
report is about to be made and that they
should therefore avoid interfering.

(6) To inform all other ships supplying
weather data, which maybe in the vicinity
of the same observation point, that, one
ship having decided to make a report,
it is unnecessary for them to make one
also.

8. About 5 or 10 minutes after the ship has
made the warning as above, she may be expected
to transmit the data message itself. The
normal or regular " data message" consists of
4 groups of 5 figures each ; the special data
message is of 2 groups of 5 figures each. All
data messages bear the one word " weather " f
as the address, and conclude with a "time of
origin " of 4 figures. The message will be sent
to Malin head (GMH) or Valontia (GCK),
according to the position of the " observation
point."

9. It should be noted that several of the
observation points are so far out at sea that the
coast stations, although provided with extra
sensitive receiving gear, will be unable to read
the messages unless all ships help by keeping
quiet. In particular, ships working near Malin
head or Valentia should be on the watch for the
coast station making " Go on " (K) or " Repeat "
(UD) to a ship whose transmission they them-
selves cannot hear. It is hoped that ships will
so co-operate in this matter that it will be un-
necessary to arrange international " silent
periods " to enable these long-range data messages
to be read by the coast stations.

10. The coast stations, on receiving these
data messages, will possibly have to forward
them to London by wireless. They would use

* Application is being made to Berne to allot
an international 3-letter abbreviation to mean :
" Am about to make weather data from observa-
tion point number . . ."

f Application is being made to Berne to allot
international 3-letter abbreviations to mean:
"Following are normal (or special) weather
data."

continuous wave for this purpose, and would!
therefore not be heard by ships not fitted with
special receivers. Ships should therefore be
prepared to find that Valentia or Malin head
could not attend to calls for a few minutes
after receipt of one of these data messages.

11. The "special" data messages referred to-
rn paragraph 5 above are only made when the
Meteorological Office finds its information
pointing to the existence of peculiar conditions
in a certain area. In such cases the office-
directs Valentia or Malin head to ask for reports..
The shore station then sends, to "any British
ship supplying weather data" J the word
" weather" ̂  followed, if necessary, by the-
number of the observation point from which a
special data message is des-red. This word
would not be answered by ships; but ships
addressed, which were in the vicinity of any
(or of the specified) observation point, would
verify their position, make the warning signal
to "All ships," take observations and pass in
the special data message as above described for
the regular message.

Issue of Weather Bulletins to Ships.

12. A wireless weather bulletin may contain-
both or either of the following :—

" (a) A weather report, which is an official
statement of existing weather condi-
tions ; and/or

(b) A weather forecast, which is an official
opinion of probable future weather
conditions.

13. The accompanying schedule of wireless
weather bulletins is intended to provide, in a
form suitable to give all information required
by the wireless operator, a complete and up-to-
date list of all weather bulletins transmitted at
fixed times by wireless stations throughout the
world. The same information will be found in
detail in the Sailing Directions and in the inter-
national list of radiotelegraph stations (the
Berne List).

14. The times given in the third column of
the schedule are expressed in the 4-figure nota-
tion employed for signalling during the war..
The term ". G.M.T." here means the civil mean
time of the meridian of Greenwich, with the-
day commencing at midnight and the hours
reckoned from 00 to 23.

15. Operators are reminded that Article 45 o£
the International Service Regulations imposes-
the genera] obligation of not interfering with
reception of weather bulletins by other ships.

16. Certain other stations not shown in the1

schedule supply weather bulletins on demand'..
generally at reduced charges. Particulars will
be found in the Berne List.

JThe call letters BVD are being given this
signification.

Tf Application is being made to Berne to allot
an international 3-letter abbreviation to mean:
" Please give special weather data (from observa-
tion point number . . . .")

[TABLE


