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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, NOV. 29. 1896..
Copiee of Letters, and their Inclofures, from Vice-Ad-
mniral Dacres, Commander in Chief of his Majefty's
ihips and veflels at Jamaica, to William_ Marfd en,

Lfg. dated Shark, Port Royal,O&. 4. 1806,

Sk, .

I am much gratified in. transmitting you, for
the information of the Lords Commissioncrs “of
the Admiraliy, the copy of a letter I have just
received from Capt. Drisbane, of the " Avethusa,
acquuinting me of the capture of his Catholic
blajesty’s frigate Pomona, the destruction "of

. twelve gun-boats, and the explosion of a castle,
mounting sixteen S6-pounders, by that ‘ship and
the Anson.

The success attending this bold enterprize, I
trust their Lordships will agree with me, Capt.
Brisbane was well entitled to, for the promptness
and decision with which he anchored in such shoal
water, to attack a force of such magnitude. The,
destruction of the gun-boats was occasioned by
the Anson’s well-directed fire, "Che conduct of
wl concerned will, ¥ trust, be henowred with
their Lovdships” apmrcbation,

Iam, &=,

J. R. Dacres.
Arcthufa, off the Havaunah,
Sir, ; Aug. 25, 1804,

1 have the honour to inform you of a success-
ful artack having been made by his Majesty’s ships
Arethusa and Anson on the enemy near the Mo-
ro Castle, in the island of Cuba, on the Aorning
of the 24d ins:.

The result has been the cepture of the Spanish
frigate Pomona, of thirty-cight guns, with a com-
plement of three hundred and forty-seven men,
and the destriction of twelye gun-boats, ecach car-
rying a Z-pounder, with a complément of an hun-
dred men each, and the explosion of a castle
mounting fixteen 3G-pounders. '

. X trust you will extcuse-my entering into a de-
tail of the services performed 5 in justice to the'
efficers and mén under my orders, I feel it right

{ i’xic;: Siﬁ_ci:'e.ncc._}_ &

- the Pomona at-her anehorage.

you should be made acquainted’ with: the particu-
lars. SEOTE e oW

- On the morning of the 23d instant, I discover-
ed the eneny .within two miles of the Moro
Castle, rather to .]eqwatﬁd', carrying all possible sail
to get into the Havannah. - I'therefore made the

‘signal to lay the enemy on board on coming up

with fier, ‘but my . design was' frustrated: by the

Pomona bearing up,. having been:joined by twelve

gun-boats. from the - Hivannal, ~ and anchoring
within, pistol-shdt of a castle mounting sixtecn 36,
pounders, in'three fathoins and a’ half water. The
gua-boats advanced from lier in a line a-breast.
These boats were sent out expressly to protect
This line of de-
fence certainiy appeared formidable, added to a Jee
shore, but difiicultios wizh Dritish seamen are ca-
sily got.the better of, and ell knowing: the able
and gallant support I should meet from Captain
Lydiard, I decided instantly to attack the cnem
in thejr strong position, and bore up for that pur-
pose, having previously Passed a bower cable
through the stern. port. In going down both
ships suffered considerably in their sails and rig-
ging from. the raking fite of the gun-boats, the!
Pomona and castie reserving- theirs until we an-
chored. :
Atten A. M. T anchored his Majesty’s ship
Arethusa close alongside the P '
mfr larboard bow ; when the acsion became gene-
ral, but pot of long durasion, The Pomona hay-

ing struck her colours jn thirty-five misutes, three }

of the gun-boats blew up, stz were sunk, and

three driven on shore on the Lreakers,
Not\xcithstxipa{jng the severe fire fiom. the castle,

the Pomona was instantly takes possession of b

Lieutenant Parish, First of the Avrcthusa, and

som. .

... The castle had now commenced {iring red-hot.

- -

e R

I nimated with the same cnthusiastical zeal.

omong, In one foot -

more water than the ship drew:; the Anson on |'colibidered lior under the protection of the castle,,

followed by Lieatenant Sullivan, First of the An. |

shot, which occasioned the Arethusa to be set

Jroper arrangements of Lieuts Higman and Guif-

in the castle, after which all firing ceased..

It now becomes a pleasing part of my duty to
recemmend to your particular netice the steady
and gallant conduct of Captain Lydurd, the offi-
cersand e of both ships, all appearing to be

i

1 have, &c. . Cuazies Brispaxe,,
“Vice=s dmiral Dacres, Commuznder
i Chief, &¢.
%, Li% of Killedand Wounded,
SArethul and 32 wounsded.,
Anfor—iJa. ¢ kilied or vrounded,
Spanifh Trigate Pomona—Cap-ain and 26 men k!
2 Lieutenants and 20 men woundel.
Gun-Boats.—I'he lofs Jof men mufk fhave heen cone
fiderable, as very few of them reached the thore, from
thofe boats which were blown up and funk.
Cuaries Brispane,
The Pomona was from. Vera Cruz, bound to.
the Favanaah, laden with specie and merchan..
dize.. )
"The money belonging to the King was landed
at the castle by the Governor of the Havanna,,
and the Spanish Admiral, who had  previously:
cogyo out' to place the: Pomona in safety, as they

iled;-

and’ had only left her ten. minutes. before the ac-
tion coramended. ;
T’he-fi'cight'belonging to the merchants, with
plate and variows. kinds of merchandize; 1 haye
capturedl, ’ Charies Drispane.

A Lift of the Kifled and Weunded.
Killed.—Seamen, Jeremish Reed and John Sloane,
¥Wounded —Caprzin - Irifbuane, but did’ not quit the-

Fennel, of the marines ; feamen, Lazarus ‘Fhornton,,

) 5 Robert Taylor; Matchew Folmes, ‘Johs Reid, Johm
- Swith,, William Priddle,, Henry Durand,, George

on fire, but was soon extinguished by the very

fith, commanding the main-deck. Shortly after,.
a melancholy and dreadful’ cxplosion took place-

deck ; Lieuzenane.Higman, of the navy ; Lieutenant”
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