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BY THE KING.
A PROCLAMATION,

Revoking the former Proclamations relating lo
" the distribution of Priges, and appointing a
" mew distribution thereof.
Georce R.

Whereas it has been represented to us by our
Commissioners for executing the office of Lord
High Admiral, that it will be productive of be-
neficial effects to the service, if, instead of the
three eighth parts of the neat produce of prizes,
which have hitherto been granted to the cdptains
and flag-officers. serving in our flect, two eighth
parts only shall be allotted to them, and the re-
mainingeighth part distributed amongst the petty
officers, seamen, and marines, in addition to their
present shares ; we do therefore, by and with the
advice of our Privy Council, think fit o issue this
our royal proclamation, hereby revoking our se-
veral proclamations heretofore issued, and now in
force, concerning the distribution of frizes taken
by our fleets and ships, and by all our ships and
vessels that are or shall be commissionated by
letters of marque or general reprizals, against
the ships; goods, and subjects of any of the
countries with which we are at war: provided
always, that the distribution herein after made
shall-not be construed to affect any prizes which
have been captured before the day of the date
of this our royal proclamation, nor any prizes
which shall be captured after that day, and
which shall be condemned in- any of ouir courts
of Vice-Admiralty, before notice of this our
royal prociamation shall have bzen received by
the court of Vice-Admiralty in which such con-
demnation shall pass ; aud we' do hereby decldre,
the produce of all such prizes as shall have
been captured before the day of the date of this
our royal proclamation, or shall be captured

- that day, and shall be condemned in any of our
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courts of Vice-Admiralty antecedent to the no-
tice of this our rayal proclamation having been
received in such court, shall continue to-be dis-
tributed in the proportions directed by our said
former proclamations; and we do now make
known to all our loving subjects, and all others
whom it may concern, by this our royal pro-
clamation, by and with the consent'cf ouir Privy
Council, that our will and pleasure is, that the
neat produce of all prizes taken, the right where-
of is inherent in us and our crown, be given to
the taker, (save and ekcept'the produce of such
prizes as are or shall be taken by ships or vessels
belonging to, of hired by, or in the service of our
commissibners of customs or excise, the disposi-
tion of which we reserve to our further pléasure,
and also save and except as herein after mention-
ed) ; but subject to the payment of all such or
the like customs and duties as the same are now
or would have been liable to if the same were or
might have been imported as merchandize ; and
that the same may be so given in the propor-
tion and manner herein after set forth, that 1s to
SR, :

I'hat ail prizes taken by ships and vessels
having commissions of letters of marque and re-

shall be taken by the ships or vessels belonging
to, or hired by, or in the service of our commis-
sioners aforesaid); may be sold and disposed of
by the merchants, owners, fitters, and others, to
whom such letters of mirque and reprizals-arc
granted, for theirdwn use and berefit after final
adjudication, and riot before.

And wedo hereby further order and difect, that
the neat produce of all prizes which are or shall

(save and except when they shall be deting on
any conjunct cxpedition with our army, in which

tribution of all prize aud booty taken ; and also

prizals, (save and except such prizes as are or |

be taken by any of our ships or vessels of war |

case we reserve. to ourselves the division and dis- |

save and except as herein after mentioned) shall
be for the entire benefit and encouragement of
our flag officers, captains, commanders, and
other commissioned officers in our pay, and of
the seamen, marines, and soldiérs on boar: our
said ships and vessels at the time of the capture;
and that such prizes may be lawfully sold and
disposed of by them and their agents, after the
same shail have been to us finally adjudged law-
ful prize, and nat otherwise. .
The distribution shall be made as follows :—
The whole of the net produce being first divid-
cd into cight equal parts,
The captain or captains of any of our said ships

ship or vessel, who shall be actually on board
at the taking of any prize, shall have twa

be taken by any of our ships or vessels of war,
under the command of flag or flags, the flag
officers or oflicers being actually on board, and
directing or assisting in the captuve, shall have
one-third of the said two eighth parts ; the
said one-third of such two eighth parts to be
paid to such flag or flag-officers in such pro-
portions, and subject to such regulations as
are herein after mentioneds
The sea lientenants, captains of marines and
land forces; and master, on board, shall have
one-cighth part, to be equhlly divided amongst
them: But every physician appointed, or
liercafter to be appointed, to a fleet or squad-
ron of our ships of war, shall, in the distribua.
tion of prizes, which may hefeafter be taken
by the ships in which he shall serve, or in
whicl such ship’s compaiy shall be entitled
to share, be classed with the Before-méntion-
cd officers with respect to one eighth part,
and be allowed' to share equally with them ;

at the time of taking such prizes.
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or vessels of war, or officer commanding' such.

eighth parts ; but in case any such prize shall

provided such physician be actually on board-




