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From FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, to TUESDAY, Decenber 20, 1808.

DOWNING STREET, Dzeemsnsr I3, 1808,

A DNSPatciy O WHICE e Fallawmiorfe o Dape-. tas haan
received by Visvount Cas1teRrAGH, one of his Ma-
jJesty’s Princiral Secretarier of State. from Lieutenant-
‘Geireral Sir 'ovn SrvarT, commanding his Ma=
jesty's forces in Sicily.

. My Logp, Messina, Septemler 30, 1808.
Having been appmised that 3 larae cenvoy of
the enemy, consisting of a nimber of coasting
vessely, szii;l to be charged with contributions in
kind from ‘the two provinces of Calabria ta the
Neapolitan government, were asszmbled at Dia-
mante, near the pilf of Policastro, under the
protection of four gun-boats, and heavy bat-
teries on - the shore, T detached Licutenant-Co-
Ionel Bryce, of the royal engineers, with the
troops mentioned in the margin* ‘to co-operate
with the commanders of his Majescy’s sloops
Haleyon and Weazle, and with a small naval
equipment of his Sicilian Majesty, in the en-
deavour to take or destroy them. ‘
Inclosed I have the honour to transmit to
your Lordship the report of the above-named
judicious officer, stating the entire success of
the enterprize entrusted to his conduct.
I have the honour to be, &c.
: J. STvazT,

Sin, Of Diamente, Sevt, 8, 1808,

I do myself the honour to acquaint you, that
the detachment you were pleased to put under
my orders has successfully executed the service
in view, by capturing, in conjunction with Cap-

* The regiment of Multa, commanded by Major
Hammill § 150 rauk and file of the 58th regiment, un-
der Captain O’Brian; a detachmen® of o men of the
German legion; a detachment of artillery, with two
six-pounders and one howitzer, under Cuptain Camp-,
bell. i

Price Sixpence.

tain Pearce, of the royal navy,a ﬂntilla‘ of thir-
ty-cight of the enemy’s vessels, of swhich four
are large gun-boats, under the town of Dia:
mente, where they had been blockaded w-lt.h
much perseverance hy Captain Prescott, of his
Pajesty’s brip the Weazle. ] i

We were baffled by caleis during five days on
the passage from MilazZo; on three of which
we must have been distinctly seen from the. ene-
my’s coast. And on examining tlie fiosition
taken heve, I fouid it very respectable, as the
town of Diameute, which covered the vessels
ranged on the right and left of it, stands on a
peninsula, nearly tuaccesssible on thice sides, the
fourth is protected by difficult inclosures, and
there is, besides, @ building of considerable
strength commanding: the whole, '
. Under these discoupaging circumstances; aug-
mented by the non-grrival of the Swcilian gun-
boats, and the absence of-two of the transports,
it required the fullest éonlidence in the counduct
of Major Hammill; and the troops intended to
be landed, to induce me to hazard an attempt
on the town, without the passession of which I
saw nothing effectual could be done. A fter the
strong building above mentioned had. been suc
cessfully cannonaded for several hours by Cap-
tains Pearce and Prescoti, of the royal navy,
and the Clevalier de' Bulsamo, commanding a
gralliot of his Sicilian Majesty, who were ‘inde-
fatigable in their exertions, 250 men of the re-
giment of Malta, under Major Hammill, and
100 cf the 58th regiment, under Capt. O’ Briaw,
were landed at daybreak this morning, about
half a mile to the northward of the town, ac-
companied by a howitzer and two three-pound.
ers, commanded by Captain Campbell of the
royal artillery. ... The enemy, who consisted of
about 400 men of; the civic guard, with a pro
portion of Freach tfoops, were gradually forced
back through the underwood upon the town,

which however they did not attempt to defend,
Lut took to the mountains; and we wétre ef.
abled to turn their batteries, of four heavy guns,
on the beach to the southward of the town,
without sustaining any loss; when the whole of
their vessels fell into our hands. I beg leave to
express great satisfaction with the judicious con-
duct of Major Hammill ; and thanks are due to
Captain Campbell, commanding the artillery,
Captais O’Brian, commanding the 58th; and
Lieut.  Lawson of the engineers, who did me
the favour to attend me on shore.
I have the honour to be, &c.
AvLex, BrycE, Lieut,-Col.
. Royal Engincers.
Licut~Gen. Sir Fobn Stuart, K, B.
Commander of the Furces.

Relurn of Ordnanse taken and destroyed at Diamente Bay, by
a Detachment.of bis Majesty's Forces under the comrmand
of Lieut~Col. Bryce, Sept. 8, 1808,

2 six-inch brass howitzers, French, mounted on travsl-
ling carringes.

10 twenty-four-pourder carrenades, English

2 heavy twenty-pounders, Neapolitun 5 destroyelds

1 long twelve-pounder, Neapolitan § dicto.

3 short tour-pounders, Neapolitan ; ditte.

2 swivels,

‘T'otal——20 taken and destroyed.

60 round shot, twenty-four-poundere,

30 grape shot, ditto.

60 round shot, twelve-pounders.

20 grape shot, ditto.

Total of shot—170.
10 cwt. of gunpowder.
1 French flag. .
Dugarp Camrsert, Captain Com-
manding Royai Artillery.
A howitzer and four bruss field picces, dismounted,
are stated to have been found after the above return,

His Majesty has been pleased to appoint
Henry Bentinck, Esq. te be Governor and
Commander in Chief of the scttlements of De-
merara and Essequibo.
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