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new pence coin, and a Proclamation made on the 20th December
1972, which determined the design for the fifty new pence
coins commemorating the accession of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the Europzan Com-
munities. Those accounts also showed that the coins had b.en
set aside for the trial of the Pyx as prescribed by the Trnial of
the Pyx Order 1969 as amended by the Trial of the Pyx (Amsend-

ment) Order 1971.

2. In this verdict the expressions “ permitted variation from
standard weight ”, “ permitted variation from standard fineness ,
“ parmutted variation from standard composition” and “ per-
mitted variation from standard diameter” refer respectively to
the corresponding variations allowed under the Coinage Act
1971 and the Proclamation made on the 20th December 1968.

3. We ascertained the number of coins in each packet pro-
duced to us and that it corresponded with the number which

the officers of the Royal Mint represented the packet to contain.

4. Gold Coins
(a) We tcok out from each of the twenty packets of gold
COINS ONZ SOvVers gn.

(b) We weighed in bulk the sovereigns taken our and ascer-
tained that they were on the whole within the permitted variaton
from standard weight, the amount of the varniation being point
nought eight (4 0.08) grams above standard weight.

(¢) We then melted those sovereigns into an ingot and
assayed it, comparing it with the standard trial plate of gold
producad to us by officers of the Departmenr of Prc.s and
Consumer Protection, and we found that the metal of the
ingot was witlin the itted variation from standard fineness,
the amount of the variation being point two nine (—0.29)
parts per thousands below standard fineness.

(d) We weighed in bulk the residue of the co.ns remaining
in the packets of gold coins and we ascertained that they were
on the whole within the permitted variation from standard
weight, the amount of the variation being one point mne four

(+ 1.94) grams above standard weight.

(e) We then took out from thar residue six sovereigns and
we weighed and assayed them separately. We found that each
of the sovereigns so weighed was within the permitted variation
from standard weight, the amounts of the variations being point
nought nought six eight (+0.0068), point nought nought two
one (+40.0021) and point nought nought nought four (+0.0004)
grams above standard weight and po.nt nought nought one six
(—0.0016), point nought nought one eight (—0.0018) and point
nought nought four nine (—0.0049) grams below standard
weight. We also found that each of the soverzigns so assayed
was within the permitted variavion from standard finensess, the
amounts of the variations being point one five (+0.15) and
point one three (4+0.13) parts per thousand above standard
fineness and point nought six (—0.06), point nought six (—0.06),
point nought seven (—0.07) and point on: nought (—0.10) parts
per thousand below standard fineness.

5. Silver Coins

(a) We weighed in bulk all the silver coins produced to
us and we ascertained that they were on the whole within
the permitted variation from standard weight, the amount of
the variat.on being nought three (4 0.03) grams above standard

weight.

(b) We then assayed those silver coins, comparing them
with the standard trial plate of silver produced to us by officzrs
of the Department of Prices and Consumer Protection, and

we found that the metal of them was on the whole within
the permitted variation from standard fineness, the amount of

the variation being ons point four (4 1.4) parts per thousand
above standard firieness.

6. Cupro-Nickel Coins

(a) We ascertained that all the coins contained in the packets
of cupro-nickel coin produced to us weighed more than five
hundred grams and that the coins of each of the d:nominations
of fifty new pence and ten n:w pence weighed more than one
kilogram end that the coins of the denomination of five n=w

pence weighed more than one kilogram.

(b) From each of the packets containing coins of the
denominations of fifty nsw pence and ten new pence we took

out sufficient coins and grouped them into ten lots so that
each comprised coins of the same denomination and weight

rnot less than nine hundred and eighty grams nor more than
one kilogram.
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(c) We then weighed each of those lots in bulk and we
found thar the coins in each of them were on the whole
within the permirtted variation from standard weight, the amounts

of the variations being as follows:

for three lots each of
seventy four coins of the
denomination of fifty new

One point three (+1.3),
two point two (+2.2) and
one point nought (+1.0)

pence. grams above standard
weight.
for seven lots each of Three point two (+3.2),

four point four (+44)

eighty eight coins of the
' three point five (43.3)

denomination of ten new

pence. point six (+40.6), two
point two (-+2.2), four
(+4.0) and four point

one (+4.1) grams above
standard weight.

(d) From the packets containing coins of the denomination
of five naw pence we tcok out all the coins and weighed
them 1n bulk and we ascertained that they were on the whole
within the parmitted vanation from standard weight, the amount
of the variation being point six {(+0.6) grams above standard

weight.

(¢) We weighed in bulk the residue of the coins remaining
in the packets of cupro-nickel coins and ascertained that they
were on the whole within the permitted variation from stan-
dard weight, the amount of the variation being nine hundred
and thirty three point nine (+4933.9) grams above standard

weight.

(f) We then assayed cupro-nickel coins not weighing less
in all than five hundred grams, companing them with the
standard trial plates of copper and nickel produced to us by
officers of the Department of Prices and Consumer Protection,
and we ascertained that the metal of the coins was on the
whole within the permitted variation from standard composition,
the amounts of the only variations being for coins of the de-
nomination of fifty new pence minus point one (—0.1) per
centum of copper and minus point three {(—0.3) per cenum
of nickel, for coins of the denomination of ten new pence minus
paoint two (—0.2) per centum of copper and minus point two
(—0.2) per centum of nickel and for coins of the denomination
of fiva new pence minus point three (—0.3) per centum of

copper.

(g) Finally, we measured the diameter of twenty cupro-
nickel coins of each denomination and ascertained that the
average diameter of those coins of each denomunation was
within the permitted variation from standard diameter, the
amounts of the only variations being for coins of the denom-

ination of ten new pence point nought six (—0.06) of a
millimetre below and for the coins of the denomination of five

new pence point nought three (40.03) of a millimetre above
standard d:ametecr.

Dated 9th May 1975.
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