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The Speech of the Lords Commissioners to both Houses

cf Parliament, on Tuesday, January 29, 1828.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

WE are commanded by His Majesty to ac-
quaint you, that His Majesty continues to

deceive, from all Foreign Princes and States, assur-
ances of their desire to maintain the relations of
amity with this country $ and that the Great Powers
of Europe participate in the earnest wish of His Ma-
jesty to cultivate a good understanding upon all
points which may conduce to the preservation of
peace.

His Majesty has viewed for some time past, with
great concern, the state of affairs in the East of
Europe.

For several years a contest has been carried on
between the Ottoman Porte and the inhabitants of
the Greek provinces and islands, which has been
marked on each side by excesses revolting to
humanity.

In the progress of that contest, the rights of
Neutral States, and the laws which regulate the in-
tercourse of civilized Nations, have been repeatedly
Violated, and the peaceful commerce of His Majes-
ty's subjects has been exposed to frequent inter-
ruption, and to depredations, too often aggravated
by acts of violence and atrocity.

His Majesty has felt the deepest anxiety to ter-
minate the calamities, and avert the dangers, inse-
parable from hostilities, which constitute the only
exception to the general tranquillity of Europe.

Having been earnestly entreated by the Greeks
to interpose His good offices, with a view to effect
a reconciliation between them and the Ottoman
Porte, His Majesty concerted measures for that pur-

pose, in the first instance with the Emperor of Rus-
sia, and subsequently with His Imperial Majesty
and the King of France.

His Majesty has given directions that there
should be laid before ypu-copies of a Protocol sign-
ed at Saint Petersburgh by the Plenipotentiaries of
His Majesty and of His Imperial Majesty the Em-
peror of Russia, on the 4th of April 1826, and of
the Treaty entered into between His Majesty and
the Courts of the Tuileries and of Saint Peters-
burgh, on the 6th of July 1827-

In the course of the measures adopted with a view
to carry into effect the object of the Treaty, a colli-
sion, wholly unexpected" by His Majesty, took
place in the port of Navarin, between the fleets
of the Contracting Powers and that of the Ottoman
Porte*

Notwithstanding the valour displayed by the
combined fleet, His Majesty deeply laments that
this conflict should have occurred with the naval
force of an ancient Ally; but he still entertains a
confident'hope, that this untoward event will not
be followed by further hostilities, and will not im-
pede that amicable adjustment of the existing dif-
ferences ' between the Porte and the Greeks, to
which it is so manifestly their common interest to
accede.

In maintaining the national faith by adhering to
the engagements into which His Majesty has en-
tered, His Majesty will never lose sight of the
g;reat objects to which all His efforts have been di-
rected-—the termination of the contest between the
hostile parties—the permanent settlement of their
future relations to each other-—and the mainten-
ance of the repose of Europe upon the basis on
which it has rested since the last general Treaty of
Peace.

His Majesty has the greatest satisfaction in in-
forming you, that the purposes for which His Ma-»
jesty, upon the requisition of the Court of Lisbon,
detached a military force to Portugal, have been
accomplished. The obligations of good faith hav-
ing bsen fulfilled, and the safety and independence
of Portugal secured, His Majesty has given orders
that the forces now in that country should be im-
mediately withdrawn.

We are commanded by His Majesty to acquaint
you, that His Majesty has concluded Treaties of
Amity and Commerce with the Emperor of Brazil,
and with the United States of Mexico; copies of
which will, by His Majesty's commands, be laid
before you.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons^

His Majesty has ordered the estimates for the
Current year to be laid before you. They have
been prepared with every regard to economy, con*
sistent with the exigency of the public service.

We are commanded by His Majesty to recom-
mend to your early attention^ an enquiry into the
state of the revenue and expenditure of the country.

His Majesty is assured that it will be satisfac-
tory to you to learn> that notwithstanding the di-
minution which has taken place in some branches
of the revenue, the total amount of receipt during
the last year has not disappointed the expectations
which were entertained at the commencement of it.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

His Majesty has commanded us to inform you,
that a Considerable increase has taken place in the
xport of the principal articles of British manufac-

ture. This improvement of our foreign trade has
ed to a more general employment of the popula-

tion,


