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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, Fanuary 20. 1797.

Copy of 2 letter from Rear-Admiral Harvey' to. Mr
NerzaN, dated on board the Prince of Wales, Fort
Royal Bay, Martinique, December 4. 1796, . .
SIR, [ 3% .

YOU will pleafe to acquaint - their Lordfhips; that 3 few

;  hours aftér-I-anchored with' the fquadron in this bay,

. the 2d inftant,’l received a letter from Captain Barton, of his

.

Majefty’s fhip’ Lapwing, acquainting roe that he had deftroy-.
ed the French' fhip Le Decius, and La Vaillante brig; off St

Martin’s, and that two French frigates .La Thetis and La
Penfee were at anchor off St Martin’s, referring me to -

Lieutenant St™Clair for further information. L

-In confequence of the two frigates lying at St Martin’s, 1
immediately ordered the Bellona and Invincible to St Kitt's,
and- direéted Captain Wil{on' ‘to obtain fuch information -as
was neceffary at that ifland, dnd then procecd . towards St
Martin’s and Apguilla, ufling-his beflt endeavours to take or
deftroy the French frigatesy.and -prote&t the lfland of An--
guilla, and he failed the fame cvening on that fervice.

Captain Bdrton having referred. me to Lieutenant. St
Clair, whom he detached in-a Danifh {chooner with his let-,
ter, it appears that the French had landed about three huh-
dred men on the Ifland 6f Anguilla, the 26th ultimo, and
that after having plundered the ifland, and burnt feveral
houles, and committed .every devaftation .poffible, attended
with aéts of; great crnelty ; that on the appearante of the
Lapwing, they re-embarked their troops the night of the
26th, and‘the following morning early the Lapwing -came
to adtion4vith the Decius of 26 guns, and Valiant brig,

“mounting four thirty-two and twenty-four gounders, as a

gun veflel ; that after a clofe aétiod of about-an hour the

brig bore away, and in half an hour after the Decius ftruck .

her colours. The brig ran orf fhore on St Magtin’s, and by
the firc of-the Lapwing way deftroyed ; that on the Lap-
wing taking poffeflion of "the Decius, it was found fhe had

“about eighty men killed and forty wounded, being.full of

troops ; that the following day the Lapwing was chaced by
two large French frigates,.and Captain Barton found it ne-

ceflary to take the prifonérs and his men out of the Decius, -

and fet fire to her, when he returned to 5t Kitt's, and land- -
€d one hundred.and feventy, prifoners. - iy

[Price 4] - .

. deg. notthy longitude 8:dégs3b mini welt: !+

*.no French dhips were there ‘then.: - e
Extract of a Letter-from Admiral Sir ‘Ricuarp - King,:.'
"+ Bart, Commiander in’Chief of his Majefty’s fhips and ..

: i : C ’
T fhall take the earlieft opportunity of tranfmitting any -

fur:her;z\ccoums which:may be fent by -€aptain Barton ; but

. it evidently: appears ‘that  Captain Bartons condu& was

highly meritorious" by the ¢apture and deftruétion of this

force-of the-enemy; and fiving the Ifland of Anguilla from -

further depredation, .- - -
“The French troops employed on-this fervice were - picked
men from Guadaloupe ; “and there is great reafon to fuppufe

the greatcft part of them have been taken or deftroyed. .
Many-of the foldiers were drowncd. in attempting to fwim .

on fhore. .

The Ln%'kvir;'g'liadjbht on::'ma#,kil‘ler.] (the-'pilot) and fir -
: 2

men woun I am; &c. . HENRY'HARVEY.
Extraét: of a .letter from Vice-Admiral KinesmitL,
- Commander in ' Chief of his Majelty’s forces and vef-

fels.at Cork,to Mr Nerean; dated on thoard the Po- -

lyghemus, January 13. 1797. .
Praaseinform my Lords Commiffioners of the Admiral-

ty, that his Majelty’s fhip Druid [is arrived at Kinfale, de- -
. tached from the Unicorn- and Doris, with’a large French
{kip, aried en flute, captured by them, named La Ville de -

L’Orierit, having on bLoard four hundred of the .enemy’s -

. huffars,fcompletely equipped, . befides fonie mortars, jean-
non, mufkets;, powder, cloathing; &c. being one of the fhips -

on the dxpedition againft this country; and .that ‘the Uni-

eorn ang Doris were left following up the intelligence they -

Had received, for the further annoyance of the enemy.

Copy of a Letter.from - Admfral-Sir Rionarp Kixg,:,

Bart, Commander in-Chief of his- Majelty’s fhips and

veflels at Plymouth, to Evax Nerean,- Efq. dated Ja- -

-~ ‘muary 17, I797. \ .
Lieur. Gardiner, of -his Majelty’s fhip Hind, arrived
here this morning in the La Favoritc national privatcer 'of

8§ guns./s-pounders, and fixty men, captured by the Hind, .
-in comyany with the fleet commanded by Lord- Bridport, .

from whom he parted the-xgth-duft, .in. the: latitude of 48.
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