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- ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, Feb. 28. : :
Copy ' of a letter from-Commodore Nellon to Admiral Sir

John' Jervis, Commander in Chief of his Majefty’s fhips -

znd veffels in the Mediterrancan;:dated Dec. 20, 1790.

Laflt nighit at. ten o’clock I-faw two Spaniﬂ{.
frigites, and dire&ted Captain Cockburne,. in'the
Minerve to attack the fhip, which carried a
Poop-light ; the Blanche bore down to at.tac_k
the other. I have not'yet received from Captain

Prefton an account of his adtion, but as I faw.
"the Blanche this morning to windward with eve- .

vy fail fet; I prefume fhe had not fuffered much
damage. T e S O

Captain Cockburne brought his fhip to clofe
aftion at twenty minutes before eleven,. wlich
continued without intermiffion till half paft onc,

when La Sabina, of forty guns, twenty-eight |

cightcen-pounders on her'main-deck, two hun-
dred and eighty-fix men, Captain Don  Jacoba.
Stuart, having loft her mizen-maft, (as fhe did
after the ation) main and fore maft, one hun-
dred and fixty-four men-killed and weunded,
ftruck her colouis. e g

" You are, Sir, fo thoroughly acquainted with

the merits of Captain Cockburne, that it is need-

lefs for me to.exprefs them; but the difcipline of
the Minerve does the higheft credit to her Cap-

tain and Lieutenants, and I wifh fully to exprefs -

the fenfe I entértain’ of their-judgment and gal-
lantry . Lieutenant Culverhoule, the Tirft Lieute-.
nant, is an old officer of very diftinguifhed merit ;
Licutenants Hardy, Gage and Noble, delerve
“every praife which gallantry and -zeal juftly en-
title them to, as do cvery other officer and man -

"in the fhip. You will cblerve, 8ir, I am fure,-

with regret, amonglt the wounded, Licntenant
James Neble, who quitted the Captain fo ferve
with me, and whole merits, and repeated wounds,
-received in fighting the enemies of our country,
cntitle him to “gvery reward which a-giateful
nation can beftow’; the Minerve’s opponent be-
ing commauded.: by a gxllant officer, was well de-

. fended, which “has cauled her 1ift of killed and

wounded to be great, as allo her mafts, frils and

. tigging to be much damaged.

I have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) ' HoraTio NELsov.

-~ Killed—Seven. : Fou,
Wounded—Thirty-four. .
Mifling—Four, {ippoléd to be in the prize..
Officers wounded—Liecutenant ], Noble, Mr

Merryweather, boatfwain,

* Petty Officers killed and wounded.
. Killed—One Midfhipman. . . ,
‘Wounded—Captain’s Clerk, and Serjeant of
the 11th-regiment, ferving as marines.
Damages—All her mafls fhot through, and
furniture much cut. ' :
- Signed) . HoraTio NELsoy.

Copy of 2 letter from Commodore Nelfon to Admiral Sir
* John Jervis, Commander in Chiefof his Majefly’s fhips in
- the Mediterranean, dated Dec: 20, 17906, Seven I, M.
In addition to my’létter of this morning, I have
to acquaint you, that Lieatenants.Culverhoufe
and Hardy, with a proper number of men, being

- put in charge'of the Sabina, and fhe taken in tow,
~at four A. M. a frigate was feen coming up,

which, by-her fignals, was known to be Spanifh:

. At half paft four fhe came to aftion with the Mi-

nerve, who caft 6ff the prize, and Lieut. Culver-

" Sik,

houfe was: diretted to ftand to 'Lt!it:: fouthward ;.

-afsera trial of ftrength of more than ‘half an hour
" fhe wore and hauled: off; or'I am confidént fhe
- would Have fhared‘the fate of her companion, At~
< thistime thiree other hips were feen. ftanding for

the Minerve'y hope wasalive; that they'were only
frigates,‘and - alfo that thej Blanche- was one of
them ; but when the day dawned it was mortify-

~ing to fce they were two Spanifh fhips of theline -

and two' frigates,” and the Blanche far to wind-
ward, #Iu this fituation, the enemy- frequently
within fhot, by bringing up the brecze; it requir-.
ed all the {kill of Captain- Cockburne, which he
eminently difplayed;, to get off with a crippled

- fhip: And here I mult alfo do juftice to Lieutc-

nants Culverhoufe and Hardy, and ‘exprels my
tribute of praife in'their management of the prize;
a frigate repeatedly fired into her without effeét,
and at laft the Spanith Admiral quitted the pur-
fuit of the Minerve for that of La Sabina, who
was [teering, a different. courfe;: evidently with
the intention of attrafting the notice of the Ad-
miral, as Englith colours were hoifted over the
Spanifh. The Sabina’s main and fore maflt fell
overboard before fhe furrendered.. This is, Sir,
an unplealant tale 5 but the merits of every ofii.
cer and'man in the Minerve and her prize were
eminently confpicuous through the whole of this
arduous day. The.enemy quitted the purfuit of
the Minerve at dark. - : :

Killed.- None, Wounded. Ten,

Officer wounded, My Hinton, guaner.

Miinmaft mucl damaged, fails and rigging
much cut. - e ;

k3 {Signed) - Horatio NEvson.

‘Copy ofa letter from Commodore Nelfon to Admiral Sir
- : Johu Jervis, K. B. dated Dec. 24,1796,

Yc[‘t‘ﬂd?y the Minerve took; off the fouth end
of Sar!;iinia, a French privateer called the Maria,
of fix hine pounders, aud fity-eight men; threc
days from Marfeilles, on a cruize, taken nothing.

. I am, Sir, your molt obedient [ervant,
: Horatio NEeuson.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Macnamara, of his Majelty’s-

Ship Southampton, to Sir John Jervis, K. B, dated Porto
. Ferrejo, December, 8, 1795.-

SiR, ‘ _

Cruifing off Cape Del Melle, purfuant to an
erder from Captain Freemantle, at fix o’cleck P..
M. of the 2dinftant, I-difcovered a fail to the weft-
ward.. "I made fail, and after a chace of fix hours.
and.2 half came up with her clofe under Monaco,
making in for the land, with an intention to run
Ler on.fhore: To obviate their purpofe there
were no other means left but to lay her on board,
as it blew-a hard gale of wind to the S, E. Ous
firft attempt failed in confequence of a heavy fea

-and the darknefs of the night; however, the fe-

cond . was more [uccefsful; as I threw men on
board of her, and brought her off without any
damage done to either veflel: the badnefs of the-

. weathier preveuted oyt changing prifoners or ha-

ving any communication for forty-eight hours af-

ter we took poffeflion of her. She proved to be:
the Corfo, 2 Spanifh man of war brig, of 18 guns
(fix-pounders) and 136 men, bound from Genoa
to- Barcelona, and’ commanded by Don Antonio

. -



