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Extrad of a letter from Admiral Lord BriprorT, K. B. to
Mr Nerean; dated Royal George at fea, March 10, 1797

I am now. to acquaint you,. for'their Lordfhips
information, that  on the 7th inftant Sir Harry Neale,
in the St Fiorenzo, recaptured the Cynthia.brig,
from Lifbon to Poole, laden with fruit, which had
been taken ‘eight days before by a privateer brig. On
the Sth inftant the Impetueux captured La Vatout,.
a fmall cutter privateer, armed with mufquets, ha-
ving twenty-eight men on board; and only one day
from Brelt. In-the afternoon of that day, the wind

coming to the northward, I bore up for Uthant, and’
detached the St Fiorenzo and Nymphe to look into -

Breft ; and I have the fatisfaction to inform their
Lordthips, that, on the St Fiorenzo and Nymphe’s’
returning to join the fquadron, they-fell in with and
captured La Refiftance and La Conftance, French
frigates. ‘The taking: thefe fhips does Sir Harry
Neale, with Captain Cooke, and their. Officers and "
men, the highelt honour, and T hope their fkilful
and fpirited conduct will meet their Lordfhips ap-

probation, as I warmly feel they have merited my-
particular thanks. Herewith you will alfo receive -

2 copy of Sir Harry. Neale’s letter to me on this oc-
cafion.”
St Fiorenzo, at fea, March 9. 1797:
My Lorp, '
T have the fatisfaltion- to acquaint you, that after
having (agreeable to your direction), with the affilt-

ance. of Captain Cooke,. of his Majefty’s fhip La .

Nymphe, under my orders, reconnoitred the enemy’s
force in the outer Road of Breft Flarbour, Captain

Cooke informed me he few two fhips to the welt-

ward, ftanding in for Breft; in confequence of which
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we tacked, and made fail,'clofe on a wind for the
purpofe of gaining . the weather gage, which being.
with eafe accomplifhed, we bore down upon the fhips
together, having afcertained them to be two French .
frigates ; and as we were not more than two or three. -
leagues from Point St Matthew’s, with.a leading..

wind out of Breft, and the French fleet in fight from :

our tops, it was an objec of great ‘importance to be
as decifive as poflible m our mode.of attack. As the
largeft fhip was the headmoft, we both engaged her

very warmly at the diftance of about forty yards, and . -
compelled her to furrender: after a fhort refiftance. . |

By this time the {mallér frigate had arrived up, and .
being immediately. dttacked by both fhips in the fame
manner as the former, ber refiftance, though better:
madé, was not long : - She ftruck her colours about
nine o’clock A.M. The whole of the action was .

a running fight, and did not laft more than half am-

‘hour. :
I have great pleafure in exprefling to your Lord-

~ fhip, that I feel particularly obliged to my friend
- Capt, Cooke, for his judicious and active conduét-

during the time'we jointly engaged the enemy, I
have long known his abilities and zeal for the fer-
vice, and am happy to have - this opportunity of tef-
tifying’it-both as an a& grateful to myfelf, and as a -
duty I'owe to his Majelty’s fervice.

T fhould be wanting in gratitude to all my officers :

. and fhip’s company, if I did not acknowledge my= -

{elf much indebted to them for their fteady zeal, and’
the affiltance I received from them during the ac~-
tion. . Lieutenants Durell, Farnall, and Renwick,
M Kiteatt the mafter, .and Lieutenant Caruthers,
the officer of marines, are particularly entitled to my

thanks for their adtivity at their different ftationse—--
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