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DOWNING-STREET, April 8. 1797,
DisrarcH, of which-the following is an.ex-
tract; has been received by the Right Ho-
nourable Lord Grenville, his Majefty’s Principal

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, from Colonel:

Graham, dated head-quarters of his Royal High-
nefs the Archduke Charles, at Vippach; March zo.
1797

In my faft difpatch from Udine of the 14thin-
ftant, I had the honour” of informing your Liord:

fhip that the Archduke’s :head-quarters were juft’

going to be moved forward to Paperiano, near Co-
droipo, in confequence of a report of the French

army being in motion ‘towards the. Piave. This:

intelligence was foon after. confirmed;, with the ad-
ditional account of General Maflena’s having pe-
netrated by Keltri into the upper valley of the Piave,
and defeated General Lufignun near ‘Bellerno ; but
it'was ftill doubtful whether their: principal corps. was
advancing towards the Tagliamento merely. to cover
General Maffena’s ‘column;- or to undertake: offenfive
operations. On the rsth’ General Hohenzollern,
who Had been left with a detachment on the Piave,.
retired>behind the Tagliamento, where the Imperial
army was cantoned. On the 16th, about ten A. M.
the enemy advanced by the high- road. of* Valvafone,
and pufhed fome fmall parties- of cavalry and infan-
try acrofs the river, which, from the extraordinary
drought of the feafon,. was every where fordable, but
thefe were driven back with fome lofs. A diftant
cannonade was then kept up during the relt of the

day til} four. P M. when the enemy, having formed

a-very {trong column of a demi-brigade in front,
intermixed with cavalry and'a'rtille-ry, advanced' ra-
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pidly, and; croffed the river near the upper end of
the extenfive and open plain; occupied by twelve
weak fquadrons. His Royal Highnels’s perfonal.
exertions could not prevent thefe from yielding to
fuch fuperior force. -After this fuccefsful attack by

the enemy’s left, their|right wing croffed’ the river .

without oppofition ; but the progrefs: of théir nume--
rous¢avalry was checked by the fteady behaviour
of the regiment of Puis, pofted at the end of the.
plain next to Codtoipo. ‘
The reftof the  infantry was undeér arms’ further'
back; near their cantonments, and was not engaged.-
Oh feeing the enemy’s force, which both in cavalry
and infantrywas ‘greatly fuperior to-that of the Im-
perial army, the Archduke ordered a- retreat. after
funfet. The head-quarters were that night at On-
tagnaul, and were removed on the.17th to Vifco,.
behind Palma,. which, not being in a ftate of de-

fence,. was evacuated” on the 18th ;. the head-quar--

ters being removed’to-Gorice. .

On the -1gth the enemy advanced towards: the.
Ifonzo, in two colamns above and’ below Gradifka, .
which ferved as a-tete du pont:over that river. Their-
left was repulfed in° an attempt. to (tovny ‘Gradifka,.

“but their right found® little. dificulty in éroffing the
river: Caflegliano, though in- ordinary feafons it is

fcarcely any where fordable ;. and. as- they might:
there turn the left of the polition of: Gorice it be--
came” neceflury to abandon it.
"The hicad-quarters came heré this morning:.
. CARLTON-HUUSE, Aptil 5. 1797 3
The Right Honourable Lady Southampton ig:

appointed one of the Ladies of the Bedehamber to.

her Royal' Highnefs the: Princels of Wales.
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