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. ned and inveterate hoftility. 'The principle.of
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~ftruted .to'communicate at once. an' explicit and -
detailed propoful and plan of peace, reduced into
‘the fhape-of a regular treaty, juft-and moderate

in its principles, embracing all the interefls con-

‘ cerned, and extending to.every fubjeét connetted, |
with the reftoration of public tranquillity. The °
communication of this paper,‘delivered in the ve-
ry firlt conference, was accompanied by fuch ex-
planations as fully ftated and detailed the utmoft

" extent of his Majefty’s views, and ‘at the fame
time-gave ample room for the examination of e- -
verydifputed point, for mutual arrangement and

- concellion,'and for reciprocal facilities arifing out .
of the progrefs of fair difcuffions =~ =

To this proceeding, open .and liberal beyond

-~example, the conduét of his Majelly’s enemies
oppofes the moft firiking contralt. From them
no counter projeét has ever yet been obtained :
‘No ftatement of the extent or nature of the. con-
ditions on which they would conclade_any peace:
with thefe kingdoms. Their pretenfions have al-
ways been brought forward either as detached or
as preliminary points, diftinét from the main ob-
jet of negociation, and accompanied, in every

inftance, with an exprefs referve of farther. and

unexplained demands; T

The points which, in purfuance of this {yftem,
the plenipotentiaries of the enemy propofed for
feparate dilcuffion in their firft conferences with
his Majefty’s Minifter, were at once frivolous and
offenfive ; none of them produétive of any folid
advantage to France, but all calculated to.raile ..
new obftacles in the way of peace. Andto thefe
demands was foon afteradded another, in its form
“unprecedented, in its fubftance extravagant, and
Tuch as could.originate only in the moft-determi-

-1nutual compenfation, before ‘exprefsly “admitted -
'by common confent as the juft and equitable bafis,
-of negociation, was now dilclaimed.; every idea
of moderation or reafon, every appearance of
juftice, vwas difregarded ; and a conceflion was__
requived -from Liis Majefty's Plenipotentiary, as
-2, preliminary and-indifpenfable.condition .of ne-.
_gociation,-which;mnft:at:encethave fuperfeded all
the' objédts, and pre¢luded.all the:means of tzeat- :
Ing. " 1France,.after incorporating - with Jher,own . 4
.donitnions*fo large a portion of her conquefts, end ]
affeing.to have deprived ‘herfelf, by iher own }

“internal regiilations, of the'power -of alienating I

#hefe valuable additions of territory, did not fera- -
“ple to'demand £rom his Majefty the ablolute and
unconditional furrender of all that the energy of
‘his people, and the valour of hisHzets and armies -
have conquered in ‘the prefent war, either from
Fraice, or from her allies. ~ She required that
-the power of Great Brifain fhould be confined
sithin its former limits, at the very moment when
her own dominion was extended. to a degree al- |
molt unparalleled in Hiftory, She infifted, that -
in propottion to the increale of danger, the'means
of refiftance fhould. be diminithed ; and that his
" Majefty thould give up, -Without compenfation,
and into’the hands of " his.enemies, the néceffary
defences of “his pofleffions, ‘and -the future fafe.
- guards of “his Empire, Nor was even-this de-
-mand brought forward 2s copftituting. the terms.
of peace, but'the price of negociation ; as thié
condition on which alone his Majefty was to be
allowed to learn what further nnexplained de-

- crifices thefe-unprecedented conceffions of honoyy
and fafety were to lead.
"'~ Whatever were the impreflions which fuch a
proceeding created, they did not induce the King
- abruptly to preclude the means of negociation.
In rejeéting without a moment's hefitation a de-
* mand, which could have been for no other rea-
fon than: becaufe it was.inadmiflible, His Ma-
jefty, from the fixed refolution to avail him(elf of
every chapce of ‘bringing the negociation to a fa-
vourable iffue, direted that an opening flould
ftill be Jleft. for treating on reafonable and equal
grounds, fuch as might become the dignity of his
- Crown, and-the rank and ftation in Europe in
which it.has pleafed the Divine Providence to
place the Britifh nation. e Tl g
- This temperate and cgnciliatory conduét was
-ftrongly expreflive of the benevolence of his Ma-
jefty’s intentions ; and it appeared for.fome time
_to have prepared the ;way..for. that refult which
has been-the uniform obje& of all his meafures.
‘I'wo months elapfed after his Majefty had une-
quivocally and definitively refufed to coniply with
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that time” the negociation was, continued open,

Fl the conferences,were regularly held, and the de-.

mand thus explicitly reje€ted by one party was
never once renewed by the other.. It was not
--only: abandoned 3 it:was. openly difclaimed ; al-
furances. were giyen in dire& contradition to it.
‘ Promifes were continually repeated, that his Ma-

length be anfwered by, .that.which could alone eu
‘vince a real difpofition to negociate with finceri-
:-ty,.by-the delivery of a counter-projet;~of 2 na-
ture tending to facilitate the comclufion of peace;
and the long delays of the French Government in
executing thefe promifes were excufed and ac-
‘counted fur by an unequivocal 'declaration, ‘that

after week pafled over in_the repetition.of thefe

portioned to the importance of the objeét; nor
wasiit.much.to.expeét that his. Minifter (hould at
length besinformed-what was the exient and na-
difpofed to,terminate the war. .

rrth of September, theappointment. of new:Ple-.
nipotentiaries. was. anpounced on, the \part of

val fhould facilitate and expedite the work. .of
peacg.. - . ; : )
Tao.renew,’in, a (hape fill more affenfive than

King’s enemigsto terminate all treaty, and-to.ex-

befgre, explicitly refufed, and concerning which

smands were fiill refecved, and to.what greater. fa.

no farther difcullion had finge occursed,  His, z¢«

theunreafonable & extravagant preliminary which -
had been demanded by his enemies.. During all.

[ France was, concerting with her allies for thofe-
facrifices, on, their. part,” which might afford the .
meaps of proceeding. in.the negociation,  Week -

‘Itawas'in:this Rage. cfithe bufinefs that,,.an the:.

clude all.profpe. of  accommpdation, that. even:
the continuange. of, the King’s. Plenipotentiary at
the appointed. place of. Negociation, was.made by ..
them to depend,-on - his dmmediate -compliance -
with a condition which.his: Court. had, two months . .

. jefty’s explicit and. detailed. propofals. thould.at..

“folemn engagements on the part of his Majefty’s ..
:|| enemies,, His defire for peace induced him te
wait:for. their completion, with an anxiety pro- .

ture: of;the eowditions . ou,which his.enemies were ,

Trance, undgr.a formal, promife . thay ithejr arri- .

before, the. inadmifiible .demand fo~long. betore ...
brought forward, and fo long abandoned,: was.the -
1. firlt adt of thefe.new Meflengers of Peages. And .
fuch was now the undifguiled- impatience. of  the:



