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From TUES DAY, Dic. 5. To FRIDAY,

ApmirarTy-OFFicE, Dec. 5.

Copy of a:letter from the Earl of St VincenT, K.B. Com--
mander in Chief of his Majefty’s fhips and veflels on the coaft
of Portugal, to Evan NereaN, Efq. dated-on-board the Ville .
de Paris, River Tagus, Nov..21.: ~

SIR, ! : A
Herewith I tranfmit a letter I have received from
Captain Digby, of his Majefty’s. fhip the Aurora,
giving.an account ‘of captures lately made by that fhip.
.« Iam, &c. St VincenT:

My Lorp, His Majefty’s fhip Aurora, Nov. 1797.-
I have the honour to acquaint you, that I captured,
on the 28th of O&ober,.a French thip named L’Aim-
able Sophie (in ballaft), and fent her to Lifbon. On:

the zgth I took, off Cape Ortegal, three Spanifh coalt-

ers, which, from their condition, I did not think -pro-

per to rifk my people on board ; I therefore funk one, .

made a cartel-of another, and fent the third conditi-
. onally to:Corunna.--

. On the 16th I captured two Spanifh brigs, loaded-
. with hemp, arms, and’iron (names unknown) their
“crews had'left them before my boats had got on board.
On the 18th doe of them was {o unfit to equal the
weather, that I took my people”out and funk her ; at
this time loft fight of the other, which I had ordered
1o make for Lifbon in cafe of feparation.

After a chace of nine hours, I captured yefterday,-
about fix leagues from -Cape ‘Roxent, L’Aventure
- Trenchprivateer fchooner, nineteen days from Rochelle,
mounting § four-pounders and 43 men, commanded by

. Augultin Vildieu. I have the honour to be, &¢. -

, ' H. Dicsav.
Earl St Vincent, &c.- i
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*""BY THE KING—A' PROCLAMATION,
For a Public Thankfgiving for the many fignal and import=-
_ant Naval Vidories obtained in the prefent -War.
Georce R, "

" We, taking into our moft ferious confideration the

iﬁ'difpenﬁ;ble duty which we owe to Almighty God for
the manifold and ineftimable blefings which thefe king--
doms have received at his hands, and defiring to mani-
feft to our faithful and loving fubje&ts, and to the whole

‘world, the deep and devout fenfe which we entertain-
‘of his great mercies vouchfafed urito us,. by proftrating .

owrfelves before his Divine Majelty, and offering up, in
the moft public and folemd manner;- our praife and
thank(giving for the interpofition of his good Providence,
in the many fignal and-important victorigs obtained by

. our navy in the courfe of the prefent war, have thought"

fit, by the advice of our Privy Council, to iffue this our

- royal‘proclamation, hereby appointing and commanding,

that a public thankfgiving to Almighty' God, for thefe
his mercies, be obferved: throughout that part of our
kingdom 6f Great Britain called Scotland; upon Tuef-
day the nincteenth day of December next: And we
do ftrictly charge and’ command, that the faid public:
thankf{ziving be reverentlyand decently obferved by all
our loving fubje@s in Scotland onthe faid- nineteenth’

day of December next, at they tender the favour of-

Almighty God, and would avoid his wrath-and indig--
nation, and ‘upon pain of ‘fuch punifhment as we may
juftly inflict on all fuch as contemn or negledt the per--
formance of fo religious a duty. . Our will and pleafure

. is thierefore, and we charge, that this our proclamation:

feen, ye-forthwith pafs to the Market Crofs of Edin-

burgh, and all other places ncedful,-and there, .in-our-
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