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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, MARCH 3I.

Copy of a Letter from Admiral the Earl of St Vincent, Com-
mander in Chief of his MMajefty’s. fhips and veflels on the
coaft of Portugal, to Evan Nepean, Efg. dated on board
the Ville de Paris, at fea, the 21t of February 1798.

SIR, 7 :

0

You will hefewith receive letters from ‘Captain Liord Henry
Powlett of his Majefty’s fhip the Thalia, and Capt. Dowman

of the Speedy floop, the firft giving an account of the captuire:

of a French privateer, and the latter detailing an aétion be-
tween the Speedy and another of the enemy’s privateers, which
does great horiour to her captain, officers, and company.
Iam; Sir, 8c. ST VINCENT.
SIR, Thalia, at fea, Feb. 6. 1708,

On the sthinft. at four A. M. Cape Finifterre being 5. W.

40 leagues, I came up with and captured the Autoine French

privateer brig, mounting 16 guns, and having 70 men: She |

was returning from a cruize to Rochelle, having captured five
neutral veflels?

I remain, Sir, &c. H. PawLETT.
Geo. Hope, Efg. his Majefty’s fhip Alcmene.

My LORD, Speedy, Tagus, February 16. 1798:
1 have thé honour to acquaint you,that on the 3d inft.at day-

light, being feventeen leagues weft of Viga, we difcovered a -

brig bearing down'on us with all fail fet. At three P. M.

being within half a mile of us, fhe hauled her wind, and open- '
ed her fire; on which we made all fail to clofe, engaging her-

until half paft five, when fle tacked, and made fail from us.

I immediately tacked, continuing to engage till half pat fe- : -
ven, when, from. her advantage of failing and little .wind, fhe -

got out of gun-fhot,—Owing to the great fwell, we rececived

little damage, having only our fore topmaft fhot :through, :

with fome:of the rumning rigging cut. It falling.calm, and

the veflels feparating :
I had the mortification, about twelve o’clock, to fee her fire
feveral guns at our prize that we had taken the day before,
Owing to the good condué of the Mafter, who, with twelve
men, were on board the prize, battened down 26 Spaniards,

[Price Sixpence,

againft all our cforts with thé {weeps,

i

ard made their efcape in a (mall boat, ‘At day-light, a breeze
of wind fprung up, which enabled us to fetch her. At eight
o’clock, fhe being within gun-fhot, tacked, and made all fail
from us, rowing with her {weeps at the fame time. We chaced

! her until noon, when they finding fhe had the heels of us, fhor-
* tened fail, wore, and ftood towards us, with a red flag flying at

the main top-gallant-maft head. At half paft 12, being within
piftol-fhot, we began to engage her, with the wind upon the

" larboard quarter, . At two, obfgrving her fire to flacken, I
- “thought it a good opportunity to lay her on board; but at that
| inftant the wore, and came to the wind on the ftarboard tack ;'
~.but finding us clofe upon her ftarboard quarter, and from our
* braces and bow-lines being fhot away, our yard coming fquare,

fhe took the opportunity to put before the wind, and made all
fail from us. We immediately wore after her, firing mufquet-
ry at each other for 20 minutes; 2nd fo foon as the lower maft
was fecured, fet our ftudding-fails, and continued the chace
until feven P. M. when we loft fight of her from her fuperior
failing. I then hauled our wind, and made fhort tacks all night
o fall inwith our prize ; at day-light faw her to windward ;

at ten P. M. retook her, with ten Frenchmen onboard. Ilearn

from the prize-mafter, the brig is called the Papillon, 360 tons
‘burthen, pierced for 18 guns, mounting 14, four twelve and ten
nine pounders, manned with 160 men. We had five men kil-
led, and four badly wounded. I have to regret the lofs of Licu~
tenant Dutton and Mr Johnfton, boatf{warn, amongft the kil-

led. T beg leave to recommend ‘to your Lordfhip’s notice Mr'
* Marfhall, Mafter, for his good conduct during the aétion.

Every praife is due to the fhip’s company for their good beha-
viour. As all our lower mafts, bowlprit, main boom, both
top-mafts, and moft.of the yards are flot throun gh, with all the
ftanding and runningrigging cut, I thought proper to put into
Lifbon to repair our damage,

I have the honour to be, &c.
Earl 8t Vincent, &c.

Copy of another Letter, dated in the Tagus, March 3. 1798,

Huex Downman.

SIR, ;
Tinclofe a letter from Captain Whaller, of his Majefty's hip
the Emerald, acquainting me of his having captured Le Chaf-
feur barque privateer, of 16 guns, on the 12th ult,

I am, Sir, &ec. ST VINCENT.
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