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To TUESDAY, May 1. 1798. -

At the Court at 8 Fames’s, the 25th April 1798,

. PR E S E N T,
 The Kine’s Moft Excellent Majelty in Council.
T THxs M—ﬁjéﬂj"ﬁﬁﬁugibéon- pleafed +n-appoint the -
Rigtit Hon; George Edward, Henry Arthur Earl of
“Powis to be Lord Lieutenant of tlie county of Salop,
"his Lordfhip this day took the oaths appointed to be
taken thereupon, inftead of the odths of allegiance
aiid fupremacy.. ;

Ani1 raLTY-OFFICE, April 28.

: ':Cgili'y.--_o'fﬂa letter from the Right Hon. Admiral Lord BriprorT,

. K.B..to Evan NEPEAN, Efq. dated on board his Majéfty’s
_ " fhip Royal George, at {ea, the 22d inft. ‘
Sir,

I have the fatisfadtion to
Lordfhips information, that L’Hercule, of 74 guns,
was taken by his Majefty’s fhip Mars Jaft night.

The inclofed copy of a letter from Lieutenant But-
‘terfield will beft fhow to their Lord(hips the fpirit and
judgment manifelted upon this occafion. © No praife of
mine can add one ray of brilliancy to the diftinguifhed

" wvalour of Capt. Alexander Hood, who carried his
- fhipmobly into_battle, and who died of the wounds

he received in {upporting the juft caufe of his country.
It is impoffible for me not to, Ilmcerely lament his lofs,
as he was an honour to the fervice, and univerfally be-
Joved,; he ‘has fallen glorioufly, as well as all thofe -
" who are {o handfomely fpoken of by Lieutenant But-
terfield. I have appointed him to the command of
L’Hercule, to carry her into port, and I have given a
temporaryappointmentto Captain James George Shirley
‘to command the Mars, and Lieutenant George White,
Tirlt of the Royal George, to command the Mcgera.

[Price 643 °

acquaint you, for their

’ Lieutenant Henry Combe, the Second,
to you this difpatch. :
I have the honour to be, &c.
i e BrioporT.
My Lorp, '~ Mars, at fea, April 22.

1 .beg leave to acquaint your Lordfhip, that the thip
chaced by his Majefty’s fhip Mais yefterday, per fig- -
nal, endeavoured to clcape through the Paflage du
Raz, but the tide proving contrary, and.the wind
eafferly, obliged her to anchor at the mouth of that
paflage, which afforded Captain Hood'the opportuni-’
ty of attacking her, by laying her' fo clofe alongfide
as to unhinge fome of the lower deck poris, continu-
-ing a very bloody action for an hour.and a half, when'
fhe furrendered. P UE R L
I lament being “under the neceflity of informing
your Lordfhip, that his Mujelty has, on this occafion,
loft that truly brave man, Captain Hood, who was
wounded in the thigh late in the confli&, and expired
jult as the enemy’s thip had ftruck her colows.  "This
fhip proves to be L’Hercule, of 74 guns and 700 men,
her firlt time at fea; from L’Orient, to join the Breft
fleet.

I cannot {ufficiently commend the bravery and good
condu& of the furviving Officers and men, who merit
my warmelt thanks: I mult particularly recommend
to your Lordfhip’s notice Mr Southey, the fignal Mid-
fhipman. ) ’

Lieutenants Argles and TFord are the only Officers
wounded. “Captain Hood and Capmain White of the
Marines, are killed. Licutenant Argles, though badly
‘wounded, never quitted the deck.

Trom a number of the people being with Lieutenant
Bowker, in charge of the piize, I cannotat prefent in-
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will deliver,
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