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From FRIDAY, MaY 1r. To TUESDAY, MaY 15, 198,

At the Courtat St Fames’s, the gth May 1798,
PRESENT,
The Kinc’s Moft Excellent Majefty in Council.
Trs day, his Majelty in Council having ordered
the Council book-to. be laid before him, the name of
the Honourable Charles James Fox was erafed from
the litt of Privy Counfellors.

" Apmiravrty-Orrice, May 12.

€opy of a letter from Capt. HoTna M, of his Majefty's fhip A-
damant, to Evan Nerean, Efq. dated at anchor off the iflands
of.5t Marcou, the 8th of May 1798,

Sir, . :

I have the fitisfaction of inclofing,. for the informa-
tion of my Lords-Commiflioners of the Admiralty,. a
letter I yelterday received from Lieutenant Price, com-
manding officer on the iflands of St Marcou, 'in which
it will be found, that, by his firm and fteady refiftance,
againlt a very confiderable force, thofe iflands have
been faved falling into the hands of the enemy.

The calm weather had for fome days prevented his
Majelty’s fhips under my orders from checking the
progrels which the flotilla’ from La Hogue might at-
tempt to make, and, judging from the information I
received from.Lieut. Price on the morning of the Gth,.
that ‘it was on-its way to the iflands, I neceﬂ’a'.rily ap-
. proached: them as near as the (tate of the weather would:
permit me to'do:. On the fame afternoon, however,
I was obliged to anchor,, but, taking advantage of a
light breeze in the evening,. again weighed and ftood
in. At ten o’clock that night, it again falling quite
calm, and fearing the flood tide would carry us too far .
to the ealbward, the thip once more anchored; the
iflands bearing W. by 8. fix miles..

A little-before the dawn of day the enemy com.
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feen placed,. and keeping up a conftant fire. = A light
breeze fpringing up at that time from the N N:W.
with an ‘ebb tide, the fignal was made to weigh, and.
Captains Talbot, of the Eurydice, and Haggett, of the
Oreltes, were directed by me to (fand in as falt as pof-

menced the:attack, and the boats were. {oon afterwards:

© fible, and attack the enemy.in the manner they fhould -

judge moft effectual towards deftroying them; . on ar-
riving up.  While going down,, however, it was per-
ceived the enemy was making his retreat in a very
hafty and confufed manner; and I am not altogether
without hope; . that the near approach of his Majefty’s
thips in fome meafure confirmed the enemy in his in-

~ clination of abandoning an enterprize, which, from the

very able condu&, and well:dire@ed fice of Lieutenant
Price, he.would, at al} cvents,. have been ulﬁimately 0~
bliged to do. It again falling calm,.and the fhips not

- having fteerage way, rendered purfuit on our fide im«

poffible, and enabled them to make ‘their. retreat to La

- Hogue.

It would be great injultice in-not joining with him
in his very well beltowed commendation on the condu&
of the feveral officers and men under his command.

It may not be deemed improper to mention, that I,
this morning faw fome pieces of paper taken from the.
veffel which has been-towed in, and that among(t them-
there is a fort of return of the crew, -by which it-ap-

- pears that it confilted of 144 men; the total force, .

therefore, may have been very confiderable, and there
is every.reafon to believe has fuffered great lofs.
L have the honour to be &,

W. Hotaar;
Sin, Badger,-lﬂe'a St Marcou, May. 7. 1793. -
T beg leave to reprefent to you, that in: confequerce
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