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of the weather, and I ordered all the gun-boats that
had anchored to the eaftward of the town to get asnear
the thore as poffible, to cover and affift the.troops in their
embarkation.  The batteries at the town continued
their fire on the Wolvereene, A{p and Biter, and as the
Wolveresne had received much damage, and the Afp
had been lying near four- hours within 300 yards of the
battery, I made their fignal to move,andfoon after direc-
ted the Dart, Harpy, and Kite to take their [tations, that
the enemy might be prevented from turning their guns -
gainit our troops ; but it being low water, they could not
get fonear as their Commanders withed.” At half paft
nine the Minerva came in, and as I thought an additional
number of troops would only add to the anxiety of the
General, from the little probability of being able to
embark them, I fent Capt. Mackellar on fhore to re-
port his arrival with four, light companies of the guards.
In his abfence, Colonel Ward filled two flat boats with
his officers and men, and was proceeding with every
zeal to join the batalion of guards, without confidering
the danger he was expofed to in croffing the furf,
when Captain Bradley fortunately faw him,- and advi-
fed him to-return immediately to his fhip. At twenty
minutes paft ten 1 had the pleafure of feeing the ex-
plofiom take place ; and foon after-the troops affembled
on the Sand Hills, near the fhore; but the fea ran fo
high, that it was impoffible to embark a fingle man;
therefore T could only make every arrangement again(t
the wind moderated ; and this morning at day light I
went in {hore, in the Kite, for the purpole of giving
every affiftance, but I had the mortification to fee our
army furrounded by the enemy’s troops ; and as I had
no doubt the General had capitulated, I ordered all
the fhips to anchor farther out, and I fent in a flag of
truce, by Colonel Boone of the guards and Captain
Brown of the Kite, with a letter to the Commandant,
a copy of which I inclofe for their Lordfhips informa-
tion. At ten this morning the General’s Aide-de-
Camp, Capt. Williamfon, came on board, and though
it was very painful to hear that General Coote was
wounded, after all his exertions, yet it was very fatis-
fatory to learn, that under many difadvantageous cir-
cumftances, and after performing a fervice of fuch con-
Tequence to our country, the lofs, killed_and,wounded,

was only between 50 and: 60 officers and privates ; and *

that the General capitulated in confequence of being
{urrounded by feveral thoufands.of the national troops.

I inclofe, for their Lordfhips information, a copy of
fuch minutes as were left me by Capt. Wiliam{on, fromy
which their Lordfips will fee the fluice gates and works
are completely deftroyed, and feveral veflels intended
for tranfports, burnt. '

T this. morning learnt that the canal was quite dry,
and that the works defltroyed yefterday had taken the
{tates of Bruges {ive years to finifh.

I hope your Lordiliips will be fatisfied that the ene-
my was furprifed, amd every thing they withed was ac-
complithed, although the lofs of the troops far exceeded
any calculation, except under the particatar circumftan-
cesofthe wind’s coming to the northward, and blowing
very hard. If the weather had continued fine, the troops
would have been embarked by twelve, at which time
the retern of killedrand wounded did not excéed four
rank and file.

T cannot help again noticing the particular good con-
du@t of Capt. Mortlock, Licut. Bdmond, and Lieut.
Narman, and beg to recomniend them to their Lord-
ihips protection. - ‘

Gen. Coote fent to-inform me that he was highly
pleafed with the uncommoa cxertions of Captains Win-
throp and Bradby, and. Licut. Bradby, who had acted
on {hore as his Aide-de-Camp: He alfo noticed th

affiftance he had derived from Capt. Mackellar, after his
landing. W

T tnﬁc the liberty of fending this difpatch by Capt.
Winthrop of the Circe, who commanded. the feamen
landed from 'the different fhips, and as he had the par-
ticular charge of getting the powder and mines up for
the deftruion of the works, in which he {o ably fuc-
ceeded, he will be enabled to inform. their Lordfhips.
of every circumftance. ~Captain Mackellar, with the
officers‘and men on fhore, were included in the capi-
tulation : - But I have not yet been able to colle& an
exact rerurn of the number of feamen taken.

I tranfmit you a lift of killed and wounded on board
his Majefty’s fhips ; and I have the honour to be, &c.
¥ g P Home Poruam.

: His Majefly's foip Expedition, Oftend Roads,
S1g, dVlay 20. 1798.

I have_ju& heard with concern that the Britifh troops
and feamen, under the command of Major-General
Coote, and Captain Mackellar, of the royal navy, have.
capitulated to the troops of the Republic, and I trult
they will be treated with that attention’ which is due to
officers. and - men executing the orders of their Sove-
reign. ,

%t has been the invariable rule of the Britifh Govern-
ment to make the fitvation of prifoners as comfortable
as poffible ; and I am fure, Sir, in -this inftance, you
will do the fame to the'troops, &c. who have fallen in-
to your hands. .

It will not be againft any rule to exchange the pri«
foners immediately, but, on the contrary, add to your
name by marking it with humanity and liberality ; and
I give you my word the {fame number of troops, or o-
ther prifoners, fhall be inftantly fent from England to
France, with fuch officers as you fhall name, or as
fhall be named by the National Convention, provided
no public reafon attaches againlt ‘the releafe of any

* particular perfon.

1 have fent the officers what things they left on
board the_fhip, and T am confident you will order them
to be delivered as foon as poffible:

I beg you will allow the officers and men to write
letters to England by this flag, as a fatisfa@tion to their
families, it being impoffible for me to know who have
fallen or received wounds, which I hope will be very
inconfiderable from the accounts I have received- from

the (hore. .

1 beg your anfwer to this letter without lofs of time,
and confiding in your likerality towards the troops un-
der capitulation, I have the honour to be, &c.

Home Pornam..
To the Officer Commanding the Troops of.
the National Convention at Oftend.

Extract fron: the minutes left on board the Expedition by Capt.
Winriamson, Aide-de-Camp to Genernl Coots, duted 1o
A. M. May 2o, Oftend Roads. :
Siuice-gates' deltroyed in the moft complete manner,
boats burnt, and every thing done, and the troops ready
to embark by twelve o’tlock, When-we found it im-
poflible to embark, took the ftrongelt pofition on the
Sand-Hills, and about four in the morning were at~

“tacked: by 2 'column of 6oo mento our left; an immenfe

column ia'front, with cannon; and a very large colump
on'the "J.ftg ity
“The General and troops would have ‘all been off:

“with the Tofs of not more than three or four men,.if.
the wind had. not come to the northward foon after
_we _landed, and made {o higha fea. We have net

Been able to afcertain the exa& number of men killed
and wounded, but it is fuppofed they amount to fifty
or fixty. .



