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+ _THE EDINBURGH GAZETTE '

SIR, Oftend, May 2. 1798:

‘Major-General Coote, in his difparch yefterday,ihad |

the honour to inform you of the bri[,lian‘t'fucégfé 'gf the

enterprize, of which he bad the command,. as farasre-
lated to the deftruction of the gates and fluices of the
canal of Bruges. : ;

The General having.been feverely wounded' this -

morning, I have the painful talk of detailing our'una- -

‘woidable furrender foon after. . ol i
"~ Onour return yefterday to the beach at eleven-o’clock

‘A. M, where we had difembarked, we found, that, .

_-from an increafe of wind and {urf, our communication

with the fleet was nearly cut off, and that it was impoffible
to re-embark the troops. The General, well aware

.of the riflk we ran in f{taying” in an enemy’s country,

natarally exafjerated againft us for the damage we had
recently done them, attempted to’get off fome compa-

nies, but the boats foon filled with water, and it was ||

aith extreme difficulty the lives of the men were fayed.
It then became neceffary'to examine carefully the ground
we were likely to fight upon ; and fuch a‘choice was.
-made as might have infured us fuccefs, had any thing
like an equal force prefented itfelf, '
Major-General Coote . took. every precaution the:
evening and the night afforded to make our polt among
the fand hills upon the fhore as tenable as poffible, by
“direting Lieutenant Browarigg, of the royal engineers,
-to make {fmall entrenchments where it was neceffary,
and, by planting the few field pieces and the howitzer
we had oo ‘the moft fayourable fpots, to annoy the ene-
my in their approach to attack us. ‘ :
'In momentary expeétation of them, we impatiently
looked for a'favourable opportunity to getinto our boats,
but unfortunately it never prefented itlelf. .

Abaut four o’clock this morning (the wind and furf

having increafed during the night), we perceived plainly-
two {trong columns of the enemy advancing on our
front, and foon after we found feveral other columns
“ypon our flanks. ‘

" The action began by a cannonade from their lorfe
- artillery, which was anfwered from our field pieces and’

“howitzer with great animation,  Qur artillery wasfer- "}
ved admirably ; and had not the enemy foon afier-turned’ ;|

our flanks, which, from. their very great numbers, could
not be prevented, they would have paid dear indeed-for

' any advantage their fuperiority of numbers gave them.. |
The force they employed, we have fince found, was al- “}{

_fembled from Ghent,. Bruges, and Dunkirk ; and Gé-
. neral Coote and mylelf were very foon convinced that

" our cafe was defperate, and that we had no choice left |
- but to defend our poft, fuch as it was, for the honour of

his Majelty’s arms, as long as we were able. We main-
tained this very fevere and unequal conflict for nearly-
two hours, in which extreme hot fire was intérchanged, .
_particularly on. our-left flank, whigh, as well as our
right, was now. completely turned. Withing, however,
to make one ltrong effort, Major-General Coote-ordered
" Major Donkin,. of the 44th regiment, on the left; with
a company of light infantry, to endeavour to turn that
flank of the enemy which: had made moft impreffion
upon-us, and Colonel Cainpbell, with his own light coni-
pany of the: Guards, to effect the fame purpofe by a
concealed and rapid march round the fand ‘hills. The

_uncomman exertions of thefe {wo:invaluable Officers,

- when the fignal was made for them to advance, are
above all praife; their companies in the attempt were
much cut down, apd. Colonel Campbell and: Major

- Donkin, with one fubaltern (Captain Duff); were

'

"wounded. About this time Major-General Coote per-

ceived that-part of the 11th regiment, towards our left,
had given way,.and was likely to. diltrefs the other parts
of the frant nearelt to it. © At the'moment he_ was. en-
deavouring to rally them, and had pat himfelf at their
head to regain- the loft and advantageous ground from

.which' they had retredted, 4t that moft critical period,.

when molt confpicuous for gallantry and conduét, he
received a wery [evere wound in “his thigh ;- and being
unable to go on; he fent for me from the right, where I

-was {tationed. .- .

We both. found-thatour front was broken;- and our

flanks completely urned, the enemy pouring in upon.
“us on-all fides, and feveral valuable officers and many
. of our beft nientkilled and wounded:
- 'we could not hold out ten minutes longer ; and there-

It was-evident

fore we thought it more our duty to preferve thelives
of the brave men we commanded, than to facrifice them

to what, we canceived, was a miftaken point of honour.

Had we adled differently,- it is probable that in lefs

time than .what I have jult' mentioned; their fate would

have been decided by the bayonet.- o
" Major General Coote, by whofe bed:I am writing,
has enjoined me to repeat the praifes (and'I am witnefs
he has jultly beltowed 'them):on the officers and men

which he had the honour to mention in his difpatch of’

yefterday. ~And we hope that, although we have not
been. finally fuccelsful in re-embarking, our condu & and
exertions, in having effedted the oEje_& of the epter-

. petle, will ‘be deemed' honourable by his Majelty-and

our country ;-apd we rely upon his gracious acceptance

“of our endeavours and zeal in the attempt to extricate

the troops.entrufted-to our.charge from difficulties both

unavoidable and infurmountable. _ ‘
Major-General Coote and myfelf would willingly be--

ftow praife where it is due, but, among many compe-

‘titors, it is difficult to feled without appearing to over=

look others well deferving, ‘Wi have, Sir; however,

the honour of mentioning to you.Colonel Campbell:

of the third guards light infantry, and Major Donkin
of the 44th, whofe condud, if any thing could haye
protracted our fate; had-been equal to the difficulty- of
-effeting it. Captain Walker commanding the. royal

| artillery, Captains Wilfon and Godfrey, and: Izicu- -
| - tenants, Simpfon, Flughes,. and
fame diftinguilhed corps, after having done every thing .
. which men could do, {piked their guns, and threw.them

olcroft, all- of the

over the banks, at the moment the enemy.were- poflef-

-fing themfelves of them. The latter gentleman, Lieu-
tenant Holcraft; when all his mes were wounded ex-
- cept ong, remaiped ‘at his gun doing duty with it to the

belt of his ability. ~Ciptain Gibbs of the 11th, and
Captain Halkett of. the 23d -light infantry,.eminently

diftinguifhed themfelves by their cool intrepid:conduét -

diring. the whole time, . ‘ ,

*All the gentlemen of the Staff’ conducted thgmfelves,
much to the fatisfaction of Major-General Coote and
myfelf. '
" T Captain Cumberland of the 83d, and: Corngt
Nixon of the - 7th Jight dragoons, who flatteringly of-

' fered to accompany me, and 'who ated as my Aid-de-
if]. Cdmp, I.am-much indebted ;- their attention and ac-

tivity I found of moft material feryice. .
Mr Lowen, volunteer, attached to the 23d light.in.
fantry, was twice wounded, and was particularly. con-

. fpicuous, and remarked as a moft promifing foldier;
|| 'We think it but juftice to-the enemy to fay, that:our
" wounded are treated with' humanity, many of them are

in the hofpital of this town, ‘and are.well ‘attended by
their {urgeons. e a g '
" ""Qu¥ ‘numbers- on fhore: were about 1000 mep, of
which we are afraid there are. from 100to 150 killed
and wounded..” The enemy, by all accounts, havé loft
about the fame. number-; but it is impoflible to give any

“jult return of the number we have loft till we hear from
_-Bruges; . where the prifon‘ers were fent.

I have the honour to be, . &c. :
(Signed): Haray Burrarn, M. G.
Right Hon. Henry Dundas, &e.’ s : £



