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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, SEPT. 22. 1798.~
Copy of a letter from the Right Hon. Admiral Earl of
St Vincent, Ki B, to Evan Nepean, Efg. dated
. Ville de Yaris, before Cadiz, Aug. 20. . o
I inclofe the reprefentation of a very gailant and ob-
ftinate action, fought by his Majefty’s floop L’Efpoir,
of fourteen fix pounders; againft a Ligurian pirate of
very {uperior force, which refle@s fuch luftre tupon kis
Majefty’s arms, that too much cannot be faid in praife
of it.
The lofs of Mr Soulfby, the mafter, is greatly to be
lamented, as he was a very promifing young man.
' ITis Majefty’s floop L’ Lipoir, Gib-
MY LCRD, raltar; Aug. 10, 1798.
T have the honour to acquaint your Lordfhip, that ha-
. ving under my charge part of the Oran convoy, on thé
7th inft. at -about five P.M. I difcovered a large -fhip
feemingly fteering to cut off the convoy; or for Malaga;
Cape Windmill bearing N.E. by N. four or five leagues;
If (he proved an enemy I faw the preférvation of the
couvoy depended upon my Oppoﬁng her; I therefore
hauled out from them; and made all {zil to meet her,

A little before feven P: M. perceiving her to be a
man of war, and hove-to to receive me, Thoifted our co-
lours, that we might know each other, being then with-
in mufket.fhot ; Iﬁe did not think proper to difplay hers ;
but when we came upon her weather-quatter, hailed,
which I anfwered. He then ordered me, in a very im-
perious manner, and in good Englifh, to g0 to leeward
of him; and frike, or he would fink me,” firing one {hot
into us; and inftantly after his whole broadfide, which
we returned, and continued a very heavy fire of great
guns and {mall arms on both fides, till about three quar-
ters paft ten P. M, when we had the fatisfattion to hear
him call ot for quarter, % begging us not to fire any
more ; he was a Genoefe,” * - )

T told him again we were a Briti(h man ot war, and
ordered him to lower.all hus fails, and come on board of
me ; but he-paid no further attention, and kept- fhooting
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up; to gain a fituation to rake us: We brought our
broadfide to bear, and, thinking his force too great to be
trifled with; gave it to him with its full effeét; and he

returned it; but; on our {hooting a-head, and tacking to -

give him the other, he again cried out, * begging us not
to fire again; that he was badly wounded, but would o-
bey my orders immediately ;” and, on lowering his fails,

ell firing ceafed at about eleven P, M. The veffel is”

called the Liguria, Don Franc de Orfo commander, a
Dutch frigate {old to the Genoefe, and mounting twelve
18-pounders, four 12-pounders, ten 6-pounders, twelve
long wall-pieces, and four fwivels, with 120 men on
board; of all nations, B

It would give me infinite pleafure if I could clofe this

without having to inform your Lordfhip, that in the firft
hour of the aétion I loft my mafter, Mr Souliby y alofs I*

felt more feverely, for he “was brave with the greateft
coolriefs, and knew his duty well, I had fix men wound-
ed, two badly ; the Liguria had feven killed and four.
teen wounded; among them the boatfvain was killed,
and the Firft Captain very dangeroufly wounded,

No panegyric of mine can do juftice to either warrant
officers or men ; for the great dilparity between the vef.
fels fhews that, had it not been for their fpirited exer-
tions, we muft have fallen a facrifice to thele pirates, or
whatever elfe they may be.

The fervice is much indebted to the {pirited condut
6f Captain Brown, of the 28th fegiment; who happened
to be on board, by his animation infpiring all around,
and by his attention to the guns ; nor would I do juftice
if I did not beg leave, in the firongeft terms; to recom-
mend to your Lordfhip's notice Mr Hemphill, the purfer,
who with my leave came”up from below, where he was
ftationed ; and by his afliduity in attending the gunsy
faved me much, as after the lofs of the Maiter, my atten-
tion was more particularly required in mangeuvring the
belm and fails, I have the honour to be, &c.

) ) LorTus Orway BrLaxp.
Admiral Earl St Vincent, K, B: &c.
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