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TREASURY WARRANT.
WHEREAS by an Act, passed in the

fourth year of the reign of Her present Ma-
jesty, intituled «' An Act for the regulation of
the duties of postage," certain scales of weight
and rates of postage were fixed arid made
chargeable and payable npon, for, and in re-
spect of letters, newspapers, parliamentary
proceedings, and printed papers, transmitted
and forwarded by the post, arid various regu-
lations were made for facilitating the trans-
mission of such letters and papers by the post:

And whereas by an Act, passed in the last
session of Parliament, intituled, " An Act for
giving further facilities for the transmission
of letters by post, and for regulating the
duties of postage thereon, and for other pur-
poses relating to the Post-office,1' the pro-
vision concerning" the maximum weight of
letters to "be sent by the post, as fixed in and
by the said first-mentioned Act, is repealed;
and, in order to prevent packets of an un-
weildy bulk or an inconvenient size being
transmitted by the post, power is given to the
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, at
any time or times thereafter, by warrant un-
der their hands, to fix a maximum weight of
letters to be sent by the post, and, from time
to time, to repeal or revoke such maximum
weight wholly or in part, and declare any
other maximum weight in lieu thereof, and
all letters are to be forwarded, conveyed, and
delivered by the post in conformity with any
such warrant, and also in conformity with,
under, and subject to all such orders, con-
ditions, limitations, regulations, and restric-
tions as to the form, size, or dimensions there-
of, whether in proportion to the weight or
otherwise as the Postmaster General, with
the consent of the Commissioners of Her Ma-
jesty's Treasury, shall from time to time di-
rect ; and by the said Act power is also given
to the Postmaster General to collect and re-
ceive the foreign and colonial postage charged
or chargeable on any letters sent by the post;
and also with the consent of the Commission-
ers of Her Majesty's Treasury to require the
postage, British, colonial, or foreign, of any
letters sent by the post to be prepaid, either in
money or in stamps as he may think fit, on
the same being put into the Post-office; and
also with such consent to abolish or restrict
the prepayment in money of postage on let-
ters sent by the post either altogether or on
certain letters, and to require the prepayment
thereof to be in stamps, and to refuse to re-
ceive or send by the post any letters tendered
contrary to any regulations thereby made :
and it is also declared and enacted, that it
shall be lawful for the Postmaster General
and any officer of the Post-office to detain any
letters which shall be posted or sent by the
post contrary to the regulations of that "Act,
or of the first mentioned Act, or contrary to
any regulations made under the authority of
that Act, or the said first-mentioned Act, or
contrary to the regulations of any Treasury
warrant to be issued under or by v i r tue of
that Act, or which had been or should be
issued under or by virtue of the said first-
mentioned Act, and to open such letters, and
either to return them to the senders thereof,
or to forward them to the place* of their des-
tination, charged, in either case, with such
rates of postage as the Postmaster General,
with the consent of the Commissioners of Her

Now we, the undersigned, being three of
the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury,
do, in exercise of the powers reserved to us in
and by the said before-mentioned Acts, or
either of them, and of all other powers en-
abling us in this behalf by this warrant under
our hands, order and direct, that (except in
the cases hereinafter mentioned) no letter
which, in length or breadth, or width or depth,
(-hall exceed the dimensions of two feet or
twenty-four inches, shall be forwarded by the
post between any places within the United
Kingdom, nor by the post of any post-town in
the United Kingdom.

And we do hereby further order and direct,
that (except as hereinafter is provided or men-
tioned) if any letter, exceeding four ounces in
weight, shall be sent or tendered or delivered,
in order to be sent by the post between any
phices within the United Kingdom, or by the
post of any post-town in the United King-
dom, the postage of every such letter, accord-
ing to the scale of weight and number and
amount of rates of postage fixed and charge-
able upon letters transmitted by the post be-
tween places within the United Kingdom by
the said Act, passed in the fourth year of the
reign of Her present Majesty, shall he pre-
paid in money, or such letter shall be duly
and properly stamped when posted.

Provided always, and we hereby further
order and direct, that the clause hereinbefore
contained, limiting the dimensions of letters
sent by the post, shall not extend or apply to
petitions or addresses forwarded to Her Ma-
jesty ; or to petitions or addresses to Her Ma-
jesty, or petitions to either House of Parlia-
ment forwarded to any Member of either
House of Parliament, or to printed votes or
proceedings of Parliament, or to letters to or
from any of the Government Offices or De-
partments, or any public officer who, on the
first day of January one thousand eight hun-
dred and forty, had the privilege of franking
by virtue of his office, or to letters to or from
any other public officer to whom the Post-
master General shall from time to time direct
that the exemption hereby granted shall be
extended; but so that the petitions and ad-
dresses forwarded to any Member of either
House of Parliament, and printed votes and
proceedings of Parliament be sent without
covers, or in covers open at the sides, and so
that if any such petitions or addresses to Her
Majesty, or petitions to either House of Par-
liament, forwarded to any Member of either
House of Parliament, shall exceed thirty-two
ounces in weight, according to the provisions
of the said Act, passed in the fourth year of
the reign of Her present Majesty, the whole
of such respective petitions and addresses shall
be chargeable as heretofore with the full let-
ter rates of postage.

And we further order and direct, that the
clause hereinbefore contained, requiring the
postage of letters, exceeding four ounces in
weight, to be prepaid in money, or be duly
and properly stamped when posted, shall not
extend or apply to petitions or addresses for-
warded to Her Majesty, or to petitions or ad-
dresses to Her Majesty or petitions to either
House of Parliament, forwarded to any Mem-
ber of either House of Parliament, or to
printed votes or proceedings of Parliament,
or to letters to or from any of the Govern-
ment Offices or Departments, or public Offi-
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And we do hereby further order
that every letter sent or tendered
in order to be sent by
places in t h e U n i t e d o
of any post-town in the United Ki
which shall in length or bread I W
depth exceed the dimensions of two
twenty-four inches (except as
provided), and every letJr sent
delivered, in order to be sent by the nost
tween any places in the United Ki^gSom,
by the post of any post-town in the Un
Kingdom, exceeding four ounces in wei
the postage whereof shall not be prepaid n
money, or which shall not be duly and properly
stamped when posted (except as hereinbefore
also is provided), and every letter sent or ten
dered or delivered, in order to be sent by any
post in the United Kingdom, which shall con-
tain any of the enclosures, articles, or things
prohibited and forbidden by the said Act,
passed in the fourth year of the reign of Her
present Majesty, or by a certain warrant un-
der the hands of three of the Commissioners
of Her Majesty's Treasury, bearing date the
twenty-eighth day of November one thousand
eight hundred and forty-four, shall and may
be detained and opened, and, at the option of
•the Postmaster General, shall be either re-
turned or given up to the sender thereof, or
be given up to the person to whom it shall be
addressed, or be forwarded to the place of
its destination, under arid subject to the fol-
lowing regulations (that is to say), if the post-
age of such letter shall have been prepaid in
money, or if such letter shall bear a stamp or
stamps equal in value or amount to the rates
of postage to which it shall he liable, such let-
ter may be returned or given up or forwarded
(at the option of the Postmaster General) as
aforesaid, free of any further or additional
charge for postage; but if any such letter shall
be posted without any stamp thereon, and
without the postage thereof being prepaid, the
same, on being so returned, given up, or 1or-
warded, shall be chargeable with a postage of
double the amount to which it would have
been liable if the postage thereof had been
prepaid when posted; arid if any such letter
shall have thereon or affixed thereto any stainp
or stamps, the value or amount of which shaU
be less than the rate of postage to ̂ i «T
letter would be liable if prepaid, or if the sum
prepaid shall be le*. than the postage to whicn
S/letter was liable as prepaid, there > all ̂
charged thereon a postage of douwe
amount of the difference between e value °
such stamp or stamps, or the "£
and the full postage to which such
have been liable if prepaid.

And we do hereby further onto -nd direct,
that the terms and expressions , used ^
warrant shall be construed £ ̂ a Jiave
meaning, in all respects, as « e y , in the
had if inserted in the said Act, P^ea

 Ma.
fourth year of the reign of Her present
jesty

And we do further direct, that
shall come into operation on the afld
November one thousand eight huna

forty-seven. <jeclare

Provided lastly, and we do hereby for ̂
and direct, that it shall be tewt rf ̂
Commissioners for the time being


