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BUCKINGHAM-PALACE, Angnst 12,1854.
M1HIS day Her Majesty, accompanied by His

I Royal Highness Prince Albert, proceeded in
state from Buckingham Palace to the House of
Peers, where she arrived soon after two o'clock;
and was received, on alighting from her state
coach, by the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Privy
Seal, Sir Augustus Clifford, Bart, C. B., Deputy-
Great Chamberlain, (in the absence of the Lord
Willougbby de Eresby,) and the Treasurer of the
Household, ^orroy officiating for Garter King of
Arms, and the Yeoman Usher of the Black Rod,
and proceeded to the State Eobing-room in the
customary manner.

Her Majesty was there robed, and the pro-
cession moved into the House in the usual
order ;—the sword of state was borne by the
Earl of Aberdeen, K.T., the cap of maintenance
by the Marquess of Winchester, and the crown
by the Marquess of LansdoWne, K.G.

Her Majesty being seated on the Throne, and
His Eoyal Highness Prince Albert on a Chair
on the left side of the Cloth of Estate, the Great
Officers of State and others standing on the right
and left, James Pulman, Esquire, Yeoman Usher
of the Black Bod, was sent with a message
from Her Majesty to the House of Commons,
commanding their immediate attendance in the
House of Peers. The Commons being come
thither accordingly, Her Majesty was pleased to
give the royal assent to

An Act to apply a sum out of the Consolidated
Fund, and certain other sums, to the service of
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
four, and to appropriate the supplies granted m
this Session of Parliament.

An Act for the further alteration and amend-
ment of the laws and duties of Customs.

An Act to render any dealing with securities
issued, during the present war between Russia
and England, by the Russian Government, a mis-
demeanour.

An Act to settle the contribution to be made
by certain baronies in Roscommon and Galway, and
the county of the town of Galway, to the Midland
Great Western Railway of Ireland Company.

An Act for the further amendment of the
process, practice, and mode of pleading in, and
enlarging the jurisdiction of, the Superior Courts
of Common Law at Westminster, and of the
Superior Courts of Common Law of the counties
palatine of Lancaster and Durham.

After which Her Majesty was pleased to
deliver the following most gracious Speech to both
Houses of Parliament:—

My Lords and Gentlemen,
I AH enabled by the state of public business to

release you from a longer attendance in Parliament.
Gentlemen of the House of Commons,

In closing the Session, it affords Me great plea-
sure to express My sense of the zeal and energy
you have shown in providing means for the vigor-
sue prosecution of the War in which, notwithstand-
ing My efforts to avert it, we are now engaged.
This liberality in granting the supplies for the
public service demands My warmest thanks ; and
although I lament the increased burthens of My
people, I fully recognise your wisdom in sacrificing
considerations of present convenience, and in pro-
viding for the immediate exigencies of the War,
without an addition being made to the permanent
debt of the Country.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
In cordial co-operation with the Emperor of the

French, My efforts will be -directed to the effectual
repression of that ambitions and aggressive spirit
on the part of Russia which has compelled us to
take up arms in defence of an Ally, and to secure
the future tranquillity of Europe.

You will join with Me in- admiration of the
courage and perseverance manifested by the troops
of the Sultan in their defence of Silistria, and in
the various military operations on the Danube.

The engrossing interest of matters connected
with the progress of the War has prevented
the due consideration of some of those subjects
which, at the opening of the Session, I had recom-
mended to your attention; but I am happy to
acknowledge the labour and diligence with which
you have perfected various important measures,
well calculated to prove of great public utility.

You have not only passed an Act for opening
the coasting trade of the United Kingdom, and
for removing the last Legislative restriction upon
the use of Foreign vessels, but you have also re-
vised and consolidated the whole Statute Law re-
lating to Merchant Shipping.

The Act for establishing the direct control of the
House of Commons over the charges incurred in
the collection of the Revenue, will give more com*
plete effect to an important principle of the Con-
stitution, and will promote simplicity and regularity
in our system of public accounts.


