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BATTLE OF INKERMAN.
War Department,

November 22, 1854, 9^ A.M.

HIS Grace the Duke of Newcastle has this day
received a Despatch, of •which the following

is.a Copy, addressed to His Grace by Field-Marshal
the Lord Eaglan, G.C.B.
No. 96.

Before Sevastopol, November S, 1854.
MV LORD DUKE,

I HAVE the honour to report to your Grace that
the army under my command, powerfully aided hy
the corps of observation of the French Army, under
the command of that distinguished officer General
Bosquet, effectually repulsed and defeated a most
vigorous and determined attack of the enemy on
our position overlooking the ruins of Inkerman, on
the morning of the 5th. instant.

In my letter to your Grace of the 3d, I informed
you that the enemy had considerably increased
their force in the valley of the Tschernaya, The
following day this augmentation was still further
apparent, and large masses of troops had evidently
arrived from the northward, and on two several
occasions persons of distinguished rank were ob-
served to have joined the Kussian Camp.

I have subsequently learnt that the 4th corps
d'armee, conveyed in carriages of the country, and
in. the lightest possible order, had been brought
from Moldavia, and were to be immediately follow-
ed by the 3d corps.

It was therefore to be expected that an, extensive
movement would not he long deferred.

Accordingly, shortly before daylight on the 5th,
strong columns of the enemy came upon the ad"
vanced picqnets covering the right of the position.
These pioquets behaved with, admirable gallantry,
defending the ground foot hy foot against the
overwhelming numbers of tbe enemy, until the
2d Division, under Major'General Pennefather,
with its field guns, which had immediately been
got underarms, was placed in position.

The Light Division, under Lieutenant-General
Sir George Brown, was also brought to the front
•without loss of time; the 1st Brigade, under

Major-General Codrington, occupying the long
slopes to the left towards Sebastopol, and protect-
ing our right battery, and guarding against attack
on that side, and the 2d Brigade, under Brigadier-
General Buller, forming on the left of the 2d Divi-
sion, with the 88th Regiment, under Lieutenant^
Colonel Jeffreys, thrown in advance.

The Brigade of Guards, under His Eoyal High-
ness the Duke of Cambridge and Major-General
Bentinck, proceeded likewise to the front, and took
up most important ground to the extreme right, on
the alignement of the 2d Division, but separated
from it by a deep and precipitous ravine, and post-
ing its guns with those of the 2d Division.

The 4th Division, under Lieutenant-General
Sir George Cathcart, having been brought from-
their encampment, advanced to the front and right
of the attack ; the 1st Brigade, under Brigadier-
General Goldie, proceeded to the left of the Inker-
man road; the 2d Brigade, under Brigadier-General
Torrens, to the right of it, and on the ridge over-
hanging the valley of the Tschernaya.

The 3d Division, under Lieutenant-General Sir
Richard England, occupied in part the ground va-
cated by the 4th Division, and supported the Light
Division by two regiments under Brigadier-General
Sir John Campbell, while Brigadier-General Eyre
held the command of the troops in the trenches.

The morning was extremely dark, with a drizzling
rain; rendering it almost impossible to discover
anything beyond the flash and smoke of artillery
and heavy-musketry fire.

It, however, soon became evident that the
enemy, under cover of a vast cloud of skirmishers,
supported by dense columns of infantry, had
advanced numerous batteries of large calibre to
the high ground to the left and front of the 2d
Division, while powerful columns of infantry
attacked with great vigour the Brigade of Guards. •

Additional batteries of heavy artillery were also
placed by the enemy on the slopes -to our left; the
guns in the field, amounting in the whole iff 90
pieces, independently however of.the ship-guns and'
those in the works of Sebastopol.

Protected by a tremendous fire of shot; shell, and
grape, the Kussian columns advanced in great forcey
requiring every effort of gallantry on the part, of r
our troops to resist them.


