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to believe that the whole Army has been supplied
with them, and if not, the supply in store is ample
enough to meet the demand.

I have, <tc.
J. HALL, .

Inspector-General of Hospitals.
Field-Marshal Lord Raylan, G.C.B.,

Commanding-in-Chief.

ADMIRALTY, June 6, 1865.
A DESPATCH, of which the following is a copy,

_Z\-' has been received from Rear-Admiral Sir
Edmund Lyons, Bart., G.C.B., Commander-in-Chief
of Her Majesty's Ships and Vessel* in the Medi-
terranean and Black Sea :—

Royal Albert, Straits of Kertch,
Sin, . May 26, 1855.

I HAVE great pleasure in requesting you to
inform the Lords Commissioners of. the Admiralty
that the Allied Forces are masters of the Straits of
Kertch, and that they have in the Sea of Azof a
powerful steam flotilla, of light draught of water,
capable of cutting off the enemy's supplies, and
harassing him at all points; and, moreover, that
the means are at hand for sending in a vast
number of gun-boats of the lighter draught, if it
.ehould be found desirable to do so.

My letter of the 22d instant, Xo. 396, will
have informed their Lordships that an Allied ex-
pedition, consisting of 15,000 men of all arms, and
five batteries of Artillery, were then on the point
of leaving the anchorage off Sevastopol, for Kertch,

' and my message by Electric Telegraph will have
announced the complete success of that expedition ;
but it now remains for me to give an account of
our proceedings for their Lordships' information.

The Fleet, which consisted of Her Majesty's
ships named in the margin,""" and a French Fleet
of nearly equal force, under the command of my
very gallant and energetic colleague, Vice-Admiral
Bruat, assembled off the Straits of Kertch at early
dawn on the birthday of Her Most Gracious Ma-
jesty the Queen, and both Armies and Navies con-
fidently anticipated a successful celebration of that
auspicious day. The Fleets steamed rapidly up to
Kameish, where the Army landed under cover of
the guns of the steam-frigates, and immediately
ascended the heights without opposition, whilst the
steamers of light draught of water pushed on to-
wards Kertch and Enikale'; and the enemy, appa-
rently taken by surprise at the rapidity of these
movements, and at the imposing appearance of the
expedition, blew up his fortifications on both sides
of the Straits, mounting not less than fifty guns (new
and of heavy calibre), which have fallen into our
possession, and retired after having destroyed three
steamers and several other heavily armed vessels,
as well as large quantities of provisions, ammuni-
tion, and stores, thus leaving us masters of the
entrance into the Sea of Azof, without our having
sustained any loss whatever.

4. As the disembarkation was unopposed, in
consequence of the fire of the steam-frigates having
arrested the advance of the .enemy, there was no
field for the gallantry that animated every one in
the expedition ; but the duties they had to perform
were very arduous, and I should be doing injustice
to them and to my own feelings if I were not to say

* Royal Albert, Hannibal, Algiers, Agamemnon, St
.lean d'Acre, Princess Royal, Sidon, Valorous, Leopard,
Tribune, Simoom, Furious, Highflyer, Terrible, Miranda,
Sphinx, Spitfire, Gladiator, Vesuvius, Curlew, Swallow,
Caradoc Stromboli, Ardent, Medina, Wrangler, Viper,
Lynx, Recruit, Arrow, Banshee, Snake, Beagle.

that no Commander-in-CInef was ever more ably
assisted than I am by the captains and those under
their command,—one and all follow the admirable
example of the zealous and talented second in com-
mand, Rear-Admiral Stewart, and they could not
possibly do better. There was however an inci-
dent during the day that called forth the ad-
miration of both fleets, and which deserves to
be particularly noticed. Lieutenant McKillop,
whose gun-vessel, the Snake, was not employed
like the others in landing troops, dashed past the
forts after an enemy's steamer, and although he
soon found himself engaged not only with her but
also with two others who came to her support, he
persevered, and by the cleverness and extreme
rapidity of his manoeuvres prevented the escape of
all three, and they were consequently destroyed
by the enemy, and the Snake had not a man hurt,
though shot passed through the vessel.

5. Yesterday Admiral Bruat and I accompanied
the combined steam flotilla, named in the margin,*
into the Sea of Azof, and despatched them, under
the orders of Captain Lyons of the Miranda, on
the interesting and important service they have
before them.

6. Had this expedition been deferred but a short
time longer there would have been many and great
difficulties to overcome, for the enemy was actively
employed in strengthening the sea defences, and in
replacing the sunken vessels which had been carried
away by the current during the. winter months.

Of the 40 vessels sunk last year some still
remain, and a French steamer touched upon one of
them yesterday. It appears that the enemy did
not succeed in destroying the coals either at Kertch
or Enikale, so that about 17,000 tons remain, which
will be available for our steamers.

7. It will be evident to their Lordships that the
rapid operations which I have had the honour and
happiness to describe to them, could not have been
brought to so satisfactory a conclusion if the most
perfect understanding, and the most hearty good
will towards each other, had not prevailed through-
out the allied Fleets and Armies.

I am, &c.,
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS,

Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief,
The Secretary of the Admiralty,

London.

ADMIRALTY, June 6, 1855.
WITH reference to the above Despatch, Lieu-

tenant Henry Frederick McKillop will be pro-
moted to the rank of Commander, so soon as he
shall have completed the sea time required to
qualify him for that rank.

* Miranda, Vesuvius, Curlew, Swallow, Stromboli,
Ardent, Medina, Wrangler, Viper, Lynx, Recruit,
Arrow, Snake, Beagle, and five French steam-vessels.

BUCKINGHAM-PALACE, June 1, 1855.

This day had audience of Her Majesty—
His Excellency the Count de Persigny, Am-

bassador from the Emperor of the French, to
deliver his credentials ;

To which he was introduced by the Earl of
Clarendon, K.G., Her Majesty's Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, and conducted by Major-
General the Honourable Sir Edward Cust, K.C.H.,
Her Majesty's Master of the Ceremonies.


