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General Wilson and the force under his com-
mand.

It is impossible to be too lavish of praise for the
untiring energy, invincible fortitude, and splendid
gallantry by which this force has been distin-
guished, from the General in Command to the
private soldier in the ranks.

AH have done their duty most nobly; and the
steadfast courage of the men has enabled the
General to carry out his enterprise, in spite of
scanty means and a deadly season.

< I have, (fee.,

C. CAMPBELL, General, Commander-
in-Chief.

Head-Qwrters, field force,
Delhi, 16th September 1857,

Captain H. W» Norman, Assistant Adjutant-
General of the Army.

I HATE the high satisfaction of reporting, for
the information of the Major-General Commanding
in the Upper Provinces, and through him of his
Excellency the Commander - in - Chief and of
Government, that on the morning of the 14th
instant the force under my command successfully
assaulted the city of Delhi. I

v "Under present circumstances, Major-General
Gowan wilt, I trust, allow me to withhold for a
time a full and complete detail of the operations
from their commencement to their close, and to
limit myself to a summary of events.

After six days of open trenches, during which
the Artillery and Engineers, under their respec-
tive Commanding Officers, Major Gaitskell and
Lieutenant-Colonel Baird Smith, vied with each
other in pressing forward the work, two excellent
and most practicable breaches were formed in the
•walls of the place, one in the curtain to the right
of the Cashmere Bastion, the other to the left of
the Water Bastion ; the defences of those bastions,
and the parapets giving musquetry cover to the
Enemy commanding the breaches, having also been
destroyed by the Artillery.

The assault was delivered on four points. The
1st Column under Brigadier J. Nicholson, consist-
ing of Her Majesty's 75th Regiment (300 men),
the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers (200 men), and
the 2d Punjab Infantry (450 men), assaulted the
main breach, their advance being admirably covered
by the 1st Battalion, Her Majesty's 60th Rifles,
under Colonel J. Jones. The operation was crowned
with brilliant success, the enemy, after severe re-
sistance, being driven from the Cashmere Bastion ;
the main guard and its vicinity in complete rout.

The 2cl Column, under Brigadier Jones, of Her
Majesty's 61st Regiment, consisting of Her Majesty's
8th Regiment (250 men), the 2d European Bengal
Fusiliers (250 men), and the 4th Regiment of
Seikhs (350 men), similarly covered by the 60th
Rifles, advanced on the Water Bastion, carried the
breach, and drove the enemy from his guns and
position with a determination and spirit which gave
me the highest satisfaction.

The 3d Column, under Colonel Campbell, of
•Her Majesty's 52d Light Infantry, consisting of
200 of his own Regiment, the Kemaoon Battalion
(250 men), and the 1st Punjab Infantry (500 men),
was directed against the Cashmere Gateway. This

column was preceded by an explosion party, under
Lieutenants Home and Salkeld, of the Engineers,
covered by the 60th Rifles. The demolition of
the gate having been accomplished, the column
forced^ an entrance, overcoming a strenuous opposi-
tion from the enemy's infantry and heavy artillery,
which had been brought to bear on the position.
I cannot express too warmly my admiration of
the gallantry of all concerned in this difficult opera-,
tion.

The reserve, under Brigadier Longfield, Her-
Majesty's 8th Regiment, composed of Her Majesty's
61st Regiment (250 men), the 4th Regiment Rifles
(450 men), the Belooch Battalion (300 men), the
Jheend Rajah's Auxiliaries (300 men), and 200 of
Her Majesty's 60th Rifles, who joined after the
assault had been made, awaited the result of the
attack, and on the columns entering the place,
took possession of the posts I had previously
assigned to it. This duty was ultimately per*
formed to my entire satisfaction.

The firm establishment of the reserve rendering
the assaulting columns free to act in advance,
Brigadier-General Nicholson, supported by Briga-
dier Jones, swept the ramparts of the place from
the Cashmere to the Cabul Gates, occupying the
bastions and defences, capturing; the guns, and
driving the enemy before him.

During the advance, Brigadier-General Nichol-
son was, to the grief of myself and the whole Army,
dangerously wounded. The command consequently
devolved on Brigadier Jones, who, finding the
enemy in great force, occupying and pouring a
destructive fire from the roofs of strong and com-
manding houses in the city on all sides, the ram*.
parts themselves being enfiladed by guns, prudently
resolved on retaining possession of the Cabul Gate,
which his troops had so gallantly won, in which
he firmly established himself, awaiting the result
of the operations of the other columns of occupa-
tion.

Colonel Campbell, with the column under his
command, advanced successfully from the Cash-
mere Gate by one of the main streets beyond the
" Chandnee Chouk," the central and principal
street of the city towards the Jumna Musjid, with
the intention of occupying that important post.
The opposition, however, which he met from the
great concentration of the enemy at the Jumma
Musjid and the houses in the neighbourhood, he
himself, I regret to state, being wounded, satisfied
him that his most prudent course was not to main-
tain so advanced a position with the comparatively
limited force at his disposal, and he accordingly
withdrew the head of his column, and placed him-
self in communication with the reserve—a measure
which had my entire approval, I having pre-
viously determined that in the event of serious
opposition being encountered in the town itself, it
would be most inexpedient to commit my small
force to a succession of street fights, in which their
gallantry, discipline, and organisation could avail
them so little,

My present position, therefore, is that which,
under such a contingency, I had resolved to occupy
and establish myself in firmly as the base of my
systematic operations for the complete possession
of the city. This embraces the magazine on one
side, and the Cabul Gate on the other, with the
Moree, Cashmere, and Water Bastions, and strong
intermediate posts, with secure communication along
the front and to the rear.

From this base I am now cautiously pressing
the enemy on all points, with a view to establish-
ing myself in a second advanced position, and I


