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TREATY of COMMERCE and NAVIGATION between HER MAJESTY and The KING OF THE
BELGIANS.

Signed at London, July 23, 1862.

[Ratifications exchanged at London, August 30, 1862.]

HER Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, and His

Majesty the King of the Belgians, heing equally
animated by the desire to facilitate and extend the
relations of commerce and navigation between their
respective dominions; and being desirous, with a
view to BO beneficial an object, to remove the
obstacles which impede the commercial relations
between the two countries, have resolved to con-
clude a Treaty for that purpose, and have named
as their Plenipotentiaries, that is to say :—

Her Majesty the Queen of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, the Right
Honourable John, Earl Russell, Viscount Amber-
ley of Amberley and Ardsalla, a Peer of the
United Kingdom, Knight of the Most Noble
Order of the Garter, a Member of Her Britannic
Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, Her
Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs; and the Right Honourable
Thomas Milner Gibson, a Member of Her Britannic
Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, a Mem-
ber of Parliament, and President of the Committee
of Privy Council for Affairs of Trade and Foreign
Plantations;

And His Majesty the King of the Belgians, the
Sieur Sylvian Van de Weyer, His Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Her
Britannic Majesty, Grand Cross of the Order of
Leopold, decorated with the Iron Cross, Grand
Cross of the Order of Charles III. of Spain, of the
Order of the Ernestine Branch of Saxony, of the
Tower and Sword, of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus,
Commander of the Legion of Honour, &c.;

Who, after having communicated to each other
their respective full powers, found in good and due
form, have agreed upon the following Articles :—

ARTICLE I.

There shall be reciprocal liberty of commerce
between all the dominions and possessions of the
two High Contracting Parties; and the subjects
of each of them shall, throughout the whole ex-
tent of the territories and possessions of the other,
enjoy the same rights, privileges, liberties, favours,
immunities, and exemptions, in matters of com-
merce and navigation, which are or may be enjoyed
by native subjects.

ARTICLE II.

The subjects of one of the two High Contract-
ing Parties residing in the dominions of the other,
shall have the same liberty as native subjects to
manage their own affairs themselves, or to com-
mit them to the management of any other persons,
as brokers, factors, agents, or interpreters. They
shall not be restrained in their choice, and shall
not be obliged to pay any salary or remuneration
to any person whom they shall not choose to em-
ploy in those capacities; buyers and sellers being
at perfect liberty to bargain together, and to fix
the price of any goods or merchandize imported, or
destined for exportation, on condition of observing
the regulations and the Customs laws of the
country.

SA Majestl la Reine du Royaume Uni de 1st
Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, et Sa MajestS

le Roi des Beiges, animes d'un egal desir de
faciliter et d'e'tendre lea rapports de commerce et
de navigation entre leurs Etats respectifs; et
voulant, pour arriver a un but si utile, faire
disparaitre les obstacles qui entravent les rela-
tions commerciales entre les deux pays, ont resolu
de conclure un Trait§ a cet effet, et ont iiomm6
pour leurs Plenipotentiaires, savoir :—

Sa MajestS la Reine du Royaume Uni de la
Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, le Tres Honorable
Jean, Comte Russell, Vicomte Amberley de Am-
berley et Ardsalla, Pair du Royaume Uni, Cheva-
lier da Tr§s Noble Ordre de la Jarretie're, Membra
du Trls Honorable Conseil Priv6 de Sa Majeste"
Britannique, Principal Secretaire d'Etat de Sa
Majest6 Britannique pour les Affaires Etran-
glres; -et le TrSs Honorable Thomas Milner
Gibson, Membre du Ire's Honorable Conseil
Priv6 de Sa Majest6 Britannique, Membre du
Parlement, et President du Comit6 du Conseil
Prive pour les Affaires de Commerce et dea
Colonies;

Et Sa Majest6 le Roi des Beiges, le Sienr Sylvain
Van de Weyer, Son Envoy6 Extraordinaire et
Ministre P16nipotentiaire pres Sa Majestl Britan-
nique, Grand-Croix de 1'Ordre de Leopold, dgcore"
de la Croix de Fer, Grand-Croix de 1'Ordre de
Charles III. d'Espagne, de 1'Ordre de la Branche
Ernestine de Saxe, de la Tonr et de I'EpSe, de St.
Maurice et St. Lazare, Commandeur de la Legion
d'Honneur, &c.;

Lesqnels, apres s'etre rSciproquement commu-
nique' leurs pleins pouvoirs respectifs, trouv6s en
bonne et due forme, sont convenus des Articles
euivants:—

ARTICLE I.

II y aura liberte" rlciproque de commerce entre
tous les Etats et possessions des deux Hautes
Parties Contractantes; et les sujets de chacune
d'elles, dans toute I'dtendue des territoires et
possessions de 1'autre, jouiront des memes droits,
privileges, libert^s, faveurs, iminunite's, et exemp-
tions, en matie're de commerce et de navigation,
dont jouissent ou jouiront les nationaux.

ARTICLE II.

Les sujets de 1'une des Hautes Parties Con-
tractantes r6sidant dans les Etats de 1'autre, seront
respectivement libres de r6gler, comme les nationaux,
leurs affaires par eux-me'tnes, ou de les confier aux
soins de toutes autres personnes, telles que cour-
tiers, facteurs, agents, ou interpretes. Us ne pour-
ront etre contraints dans lenr choix, et ils ne seront
tenus a payer aucun salaire ni aucune r6tribution a
ceux qu'ils n'auront pas jug6 a propos d'employer a
cet effet; €tant absolument facultatif aux vendeurs
et acheteurs de contracter ensemble lenr march!, et
de fixer le prix de toutes denr6es on marchandises
importers on destinies a 1'exportation, sous la condi-
tion de se conformer aux r&glements et aux lois des
douanes dn pays.


