{iumb, 7299

The K

181

) RN

dinburh Gazette.

Bublisted by Guthovity.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1863.

The Speech of the Lords Commissioners to both
Houses of Parliament, on Thursday, February
5, 1863.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

:[_IER Majesty cominands us to inform you that
gince you were last assembled she has declared
her consent to a Marriage between His Royal High-
ness the Prince of Walesand Her Royal Highness the
Princess Alexandra, daughter of Prince Christian
of Denmark, and Her Majesty has concluded there-
vpon a Treaty with the King of Denmark, which
will be laid before you.

The comstant proofs which Her Majesty has re-
ceived of your attachment to her person and family
persuade her that you will participate in her senti-
ments on an event so interesting to Her Majesty,
and which, with the blessing of God, will, she
trusts, prove so conducive to the happiness of her
family, and to the welfare of her people.

Her Majesty doubts not that you will enable her
to make provision for such an establishment as you
may think suitable to the rank and dignity of the
Heir-apparent to the Crown of these Realms,

A Revolution having taken place in Greece, by
which the Throne of that Kingdom has become
vacant, the Greek Nation have expressed the
strongest desire that Her Majesty’s son, Prince
Alfred, should accept the Greek Crown., This un-
solicited and spontaneous manifestation of goodwill
towards Her Majesty and her family, and of a due
appreciation of the benefits conferred by the prin-
ciples and practice of the British Constitution, could
not fail to be highly gratifying, and has been deeply
felt by Her Majesty.

But the diplomatic engagements of Her Majesty’s
Crown, together with other weighty consideratious,
have prevented Her Majesty from yielding to this
general wish of the Greek Nation. -

Hor Majesty trusts, Lowever, that the same
principles of choice which led the Greek Nation
to direct their thoughts in the first instance
towards His Royal Highness Prince Alfred may
guide them to the selection of a Sovereign under
whose sway the Kingdom of Greece may enjoy
the blessings of internal prosperity and of peaceful
relations with other States; and if, in such a state
of things, the Republic of the Seven Islands should
declare a deliberate wish to be united to the King-

dom of Greece, Her Majesty would be prepared to
take such steps as may be necessary for a revision
of the Treaty of November 1815, by which that
Republic was reconstituted, and was placed under
the protection of the British Crown.

Her Majesty’s relations with Foreign Powers
continue to be friendly and satisfactory. '

Her Majesty has abstained from taking any step
with a view to induce a cessation of the conflict be-
tween the contending parties in the North Ameri-
can States, because it bas not yet seemed to Her
Majesty that any such overtures could be attended
with a probability of success.

Her Majesty has viewed with the deepest concern
the desolating warfare which still rages in those
regions, and she has witnessed with heartfelt
grief the severe distress and suffering which
that war has inflicted upon a large class of Her
Majesty’s subjects, but which have been borne by
them with noble fortitude and with exemplary resig-
nation. It is some consolation to Her Majesty to be
led to hope that this suffering and this distress are
rather diminishing than increasing, and that some
revival of employment is begivning to take place in
the manufacturing districts.

It has been most gratifying to Her Majesty to
witness the abundant generosity with which all
clagses of her subjects, in all parts of her Empire, -
have contributed to relieve the wauts of their suf-
fering fellow-countrymen ; and the liberality with
which Her Majesty’s Colonial subjects have on this
occasion given their aid, has proved that, although
their dwelling-places are far away, their hearts are
still warm with unabated affection for the land of
their fathers.

The Relief Committees have superintended with
constant and Jaborions attention the distribution of
the funds entrusted to their charge.

Her Majesty commands us to inform you that
she has concluded with the King of the Belgians a
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation, and a Coun-
vention respecting Joint Stock Companies. That
Treaty and that Convention will be laid before
you.

Her Majesty has likewise given directio
there shall be Jaid before you papers relatin
affairs of Italy, of Greece, and of Denmar
that papers shall also be laid before you vel .
occurrences which have Jately taken plifami
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