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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE~July 12.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Inman, of bis Majefly's fbip Andro-

sveday to Evan ' Nepear,” Efg.’ datid off - Dunkirk, Fuly '8, 1800.
S'xy Ry : i

I BEG you will be pleafed to inform their, Lordfhips that a-

" “greeably to their orders'to me of the I7th June to take
under iy command-the fire vellelsand othérs named in the
margin*, and endeavour to take or deftroy the enemy’s fri-
wates in Dunkirk Roads, we joined at the appointed rendez-
vous the 27th following; but from contrary winds and the
side not anfwering, could not'make the attempt before laft
might, when 1 fear the enemy had been apprized of my inten-
tion; as e were much anfoyed by gun veflels and otheis ly-
ing advanced fome diftance, which afforded the frig:xtcs an op-’
portunity to cut théir cables, and avoid our fire fhips.

I had diré&ed Captuin Campbell of the'Dart to get in, if he
cotld, to the caftérnnioft, and lay her on board, “at the time I
ndped the 'Brlt firethip would have beei ertangled with the,
wvelternmoft, TP o s ‘

The handforie and intrepid manner of his completely, car-
rying her in'lefs than & quarter of an lour, and bringing her.
out, muft convince their Lordfhips of his unparalleled bravery,
ant the very gallint condudt of hisofficers and fhip's company,
s the"riemy’s frigate was fo much fuperior in force; and had

* ‘Wafp, Captain Edwards,
Falcon, Captain Butt., .
- Dart, Captain Campbell,.
Comiet, Captain Leef. | |
" Rufurio, Captain Carthew,: -
Selby, Captain Williams.
Boker, Lieutenant Gilbert.
Teafer, Licutenant.Rpbins,
. Biter, Licutenant Norman..
. Stag Cutter, Lieutenant Humphtys:
) " Nile Lugger, Licutenant Whitthead,
Ann Cutter, Lieutenant Young.
Kent, Lieutenant Cooban,
Vigilant Lugger, Licutenant Dean,

[ Price Sixpeice: ]

it not been fo inflantly done, the fhip could not have been got
aver the banks; as the water had begun to fall, By Captain
Campbell’s report to me great praife is due to Licutenant M-
Dermeit, who, 1am forry to fay, is badly wounded.

Tenclofe Captain Campbell’s lerter to me giving an account
of this tranfaétion; and have the pleafure to obferve that one
fpirit feemed to aGuate the whole j.but am forry that notwith-
ftanding the fteady conduét of Captains Edwards, Butt, Leef,
and Carthew of the feveral fire veffels, in remaining on board
till completely in flames, the three cnemy's thips, from cutting
their cables, efcaped before the wind, and ran out of Dunkirk
Roads fome littde diftance down the Inner Channel within the
Braak Sand—one of them got on shore for a short time, butat
daylight we had the mortification to observe her working back
on the ¢hb tide, and, with the other two, regained their an-
chorage, thongh not without considerable damage, having re-
ceived the fire.of the Dart, Bitter, and Boxer gun-brigs, with=
in pistol-shot, before they cut.

I Irept the Selby in the rear to act, had any remained long

enough on’shore, te have destroyed them by firing carcasses,
and have now to regret I rescrved her for that purpose,.as 1
am ‘confident, had Captain Williams been directed to lay onc
of the'enemiy’s ships on board, he would have been successful
in bringing her out. .
" T put Mr Scott, first Licutenant of the Andromeda, in .the
command of the boats in'a gig, and Mr Cochran, third Licu-
tehant, in another beat; and as T had all the cutters to attend
on the fire vessels except the Kent, directed their Lieutenants
in gigs to put themselves under his. command, and by which
nteans not any lives were lost; the Kent, Licutenant Cooban,
1 directed to'attack the gun vessels, who trimmed them pretty
handsomely, and preven ted any boags from annoying ours that
were employed; to take out the crews of the fire ships.

I feel particularly indebted to Captains Mainwarng, Baker,
and Seater, as also to Licutenant King, second. Licutenant,
who was lefe in conimand of the Andromeda, for their perse-
verance ip getting over the banks to render us every assistance
by boats; and to%e in readiness to meet the enemy, had they
ventured over the Braak Sand ; which position they mamtain-
ed for that. purpose in spitc of fresh gales, and direct opposition
to the established pilots, who gave up the charge’ of each ship
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