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ApmrirarTv-OFFicE, Now. 8.7
Copy of a letter from Vice- Admiral Lord Fluon Sev-
movr to Evan Nereax, Efq, dated on board the A-
bergavenny, Port-Royal, Jamaica, the 31t Auguft.
SIR, - )

I have very fincere pleafire in forwarding to |

you, for the informatior of the Lords Commif-
fioners of the Admiralty, a letter which I have
received from Captain Milne, of his Majelty’s
fhip Seine, defcribing an ad&ion.which does great
honour to him, his officers, and fhip’s company,
and which ended in the capture of the French
Republican frigate the Vengeance, a fhip of very
fuperior force to that which he commanded.
Captain Milne has done fo much juitice to his
officers and men by his report of their conduct
on that occafion, that<I have only to offer my
congratulations to their Lordthips upon the fuc-
cefs which attended their exertions, and to ex-
prefs my hope that it will receive marks of their
Lordfliips’ favour proportioned to the fatisfadlion
which they mult derive from the event, which
has brought forward ifie merit of thofe engaged

ipit, Iam, Sir, &c.
H. Sevymour.
His-Majefty’s fhip-Seine, off St Domingo,
My Lorbp, Augult 22. 18c0.

T have the fatisfadtion to acquaint your Lord-
fhip, that on the morning of the zath inftant, I
obferved a fhip on the {tarhoard tack. (tanding to
the northward through the Mona Paffage ;. I
foon perceived (he was an enemy, and made all
fail in chace, with very Jight breezes 3 the'wind
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| having come to the northward obliged her to-
tack, as fhe could not weather Cape Raphael on.
 the St Domingo-fhore ; fhe then {tood E.S.E.

"and made all fail 3 by this time it was near fun-
fet, and I could perceive fhe was a large frigate ;
it was near midnight before I couldibring her to
adtion, and then not fo clofe as T could wifli, as
he always bore up and kept at long fhot; fhe
however did us confiderable damage in our rig-
ging and fails, but to appearance ke fuffered e-
qually ; we feparated for {fome time, and 1 took
that opportunity to get our rigging, 8c. 4gain in
complete repair.

On the morning of the 21ft T had the plea-
fure of bringing him to clofe adtion ; and after
about an hour and a half hard fighting, an officer
came out on her bowfprit (the only place he

" could be feen from, owing to the mafs of confu-
fion,. by the lofs of her foremaft, mizeamafl,
and main-topma(t having fallen on board), and
faid they had [truck to the Britith flag. She
was immediately taken pofleflion of,.and proved
to be the French frigate the Vengeance, Citizen
Pitot, Capitaine de Vaiffeau, Commander, mount-
ing twenty-eight 18-pounders on-her main-deck,
fixteen 12-pounders, and’eight 42-pounders car-
ronades on her quarter-deck and forecaltle, and

brafs fwivels on the gunwale, with fhifting guns
on the miin and quarter decks.. The weight of
metal I have mentioned-in French-pounds. Fhe
‘behaviour of the officers and fhip’s company was
fuch as has always chara&erized the Britifli fea-
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men. To my Firt Lieutenant, Mr Cheetham,. .
I am greatly indebted. for 'his cool and.{lcady:
behaviour, and for the amazing fire kept up from:
the main deck,, which nothing could. furpafs.—
My Second. Lieutenant, Mr George Milne, fell:

fighting nobly about the middle of the a&tion. In:

him his Majefty has loft a valuable and as zeal-
ousan officer as any in the fervice. To my
Third Li'euten:'mt, Mr Edeveair (whom I men-
tioned on a-former occafion when gunner of the:

- Pique), I am equally indebted- for his.fervices 3

as likewife Mr Barclay, the Malter, and Mr
M:sDonald, Licutenant of Marines, who was
taken down wounded, and:came up again. when:
drefled, but was obliged from a fecond wound to
be ‘taken below :. But,.T am happy to-[tate; the
life of this valuable officer will be faved to ren~
der further fervices to his Majelty, The beha-
viour of the petty officers,.{feamen, and marines,,

“was fuch as daes them-the highelt credit. The

Vengeance is a very large frigate, five years old,.
and exa&ly the dimenfions of the Fifgard; in his.
Mujelty’s fervice, and is the fhip which had the
action fome time fince with. the A'merican fri-
gite the Conftellation.. Previous to her leaving,

.Curacoa. fhe had a large fupply of feamen from:

Guadaloupe, and was cvery way completely.
found, and beund. to Frances. ‘

His Majelty’s thip under. my command has.
fufered. much: in her malts and.hull 5. fails and.
rigging entirely cut to pieces. Your Lordfhip

- will perccive the Vengeance is foperior in fize,,




