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‘Tais day his Majelty came to the Houfe of
Peers, and beiog in his Royal Robes, feated on
the Throne with the ufual folemnity, Sir Francis
Molyneux, Gentleman Uther of the Black Rod.
was fent with a nieflage from his Majelty to the
Houfe of Commons, commanding their attend-
ance in the. Houfe of Peers. The Commons
being come thither accordingly, his Majelty was
pleafed ‘to make the following moft gracious
fpeech :

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

My tender concern for the welfare of my fub-
jeéts, and a {enfe of the difficulties with which
the poorer clafles particularly have to ftruggle,
from the prefent high price of provifions, have
induced me to call you together at an earlier pe-
riod than I otherwife intended. No objed cdn
be neater my heart than that, by your care and
wifdom, all fuch meafures may be adopted as
may upon full confideration app=ar beft cailcu-
lated to alleviate this fevere preflure, and to pre-
vent the danger of its recurrence, by promoting,
as far as poflible, the permanent extenfion and
improvement of our agriculture.

For the ohje& of immediate relief, your at-
_ tention will natarally be dire&ed, in the firlt in-

ftance, to the belt mode of affording the earlieft
and the molt ample encouragement for the im-
portation of all defcriptions of grain from abroad.

Sucha lupply, aided by the examples which you
have fet on former occafions of attention to ceco-
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nomy and frugality in the confumption of corn,
is moft likely to contribute to areduétion in the
wrefent high price;.and to infure; at the fame
trme, the means of meeting the demands for the
neceflary confumption of the year.

The prefent circumitances will alfo, I am per-
fuaded, rendet the ftate of the laws refpe@ing
the commerce in the various articles of provifion
the objeét of your ferious deliberation.

If, on the refult of that deliberation, it fhall

appear to you that the evil neceflarily arifing from*

unfavourable feafons has been increafed by any
undue combinations or fraudulent practices for
the fake of adding unfairly to the price; you will
feel an earneft defire of effcGtually preventing
fuch abufes ; but you will, I am fure, be careful
to diltinguifh dny practices of this nature from
that regular and long eltablifhed courfe of trade
whicht experience has fhewn to be indifpenfable,
in the prefent {tate of fociety, for the fupply of
the markets, and for the [ubfiltence of my people.
You will have feen with concern the tempo-
rary difturbances which have taken place in fome
parts of the kingdom. Thofe malicious and dil-
affected perfons who cruelly take advantage of
the prefent difficulties to excite any of my (ub
jeéts to adts in violation of the laws and of the
public peace, are in the prefent circumftances
doubly criminal, as fuch proceedings mult ne-
ceflarily and immediately tend to encreafe, in
the highelt degree, the evil complained of, while
they, at the {ame time, endanger. the permanent
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tranquillity of the country 3 on which the well-
being of the induftrious claffes of the community
muft always principally depend.

THe voluntary exertions which have an this
occafion been made for the immediate repreflion
of thefe outrages, dnd in {upport of the laws and
public peace, are therefore entitled o my higheft
praiﬁ:.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commois,
Under the circumftances of the prefent meet-
ing, T am defirous of afking of you fuch fupplies
only as may be neceffary for carrying on the pu-
blic fervice, till the Parliament of the united
kingdom of Great Britain and lreland may con-
veniently be affembled. 'The eftimates for that
purpofe will be laid before you § and T have no
doubr of your readinefs to make fuch prowfion
as the public inrerelts mav appear to require.
ﬂf)ﬂ Lords, and Gentlemen,

I have directed copies to be laid before you,
of thole communications which have receatly
paffed between me and the French Goverament,
refpedting the commiencement of negociations for
peace.  You will fee in them freh and ftriking
proofs of my earne(t defire to contribute to the
re-e(tablifament of general tranquillit:. That
defire on my part has hitherto been unhappily
truftrated, by the determination of the enemy to
enter only on.a feparate negociation, in which
it was impoflible for me to engage, confifleatly
either with public faith, or with a due regard to
the permanent {ecurity of Kurope,




