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Tuils day nis Majefty eame to”the Houlg of
Peers, ‘and beéing in his royal robes feated on
the throne with the ufual folemnity; Sir Francis
Molyneux, Gentleman Uther of the Black Rod,
was fent with a meffage from his Majelty to the
. Houfe of Commons, commanding their atten-
dance in the Houfe of Peers. 'I.‘he Common«
being come thither aceordingly, his Majelty was
pleafed to make the following molt gracious
{peech : .

¢ My Lords and Gentlemen,

¢ Ata crifis fo important to the intere(ts of
my people, I derive great {atisfaction from being
enabled, for the firlt time, to avail myfelf of the
advice and affiltance of the Parliament of my
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

¢ This memorable era, diftinguithed by the
accomplifhment of a meafure, calculated to aug:
ment and confolidate the ftrength and refources
of the empire, and to cement more clofely the
interelts and affeétions of my fubjeéts, will, I
truft, be equaily marked by that vigour, energy,
and firmoefs, which the circumitances of our
prefent ficuation peculiarly require.

¢ The unfortunate courfe of events on the
continent, and the confequences which muft be
expedted to refult from it, cannot fail to be mat-
ter of anxiety and concern to all who have a jult
feeling for the fecurity and independence of
Europe. ‘

« Your altonifhment, as well as your regret,
muft be excited by the conduct of thofe Powers
whofe attention, at fuch a period, appears to be
more engaged in endeavours to weaken the na.
val force of the Britith empire, which has hi-
therto oppofed fo powerful an obltacle to the in-
~rdinate ambition of France, than in concerting
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the means ;of mutual-defeiice agaiufl their coim~
‘mon.and lf_lcn‘eg}ing, dangerut il rco

¢ The reprefentations which I directed to be
made to the Court of Peter(burgh, in confequence
-of the outrages committed againit the fhips, pro-
perty, and perfons of my lubjets, have been
treated with the utmoft difrefped ; and the pro-
ceedings of which I complained have been ag-
ravated by fubfequent aéts of injuftice and vio-
ence. Under thefe circumf(tances, a convention
has been concluded by that Court, with thofe of
Copenhagen and Stockholm ; the objeét of which,
as avowed by one of the contradting parties, is
to renew their former engagements for eftablifh-
ing by force a new code of maritime law, incon-
filtent with the rights, and hoftile to the interefts
of this country.

¢ In this fituation, I could. not hefitate as to
the conduct which it became me to purfue. I
have taken the earlieft meafures to repel the
aggreflions of this hoftile confederacy, and to
fupport thofe principles which are effential to
the maintenance of our naval (trength, and which
are grounded on the fyftem of public law, fo
long eftablifhed and recognized in Europe.—I
have, at the fame time, piven {uch aflurances as
manifelt my difpofition to renew my ancient re-
lations with thofe powers, whenever it can be
done confiltently with the honour of my Crown,
and with a jult regard to the fafety of my fub-
jedts.
K You will, T am perfuaded, omit nothing on
your part, that can afford me the moft vigorous
and effectual {upport, in my firm determination
to maintain, te the utmoft, againft every attack,
the naval rights and the interelts of my empire.

¢ Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,
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¢ I have diredted the eftimates for the feve-
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‘neceflity of "adding to the 'burdens of my people;
I am perfuaded you will feel with me the im-
portance of providing effe@ual means for thofe
exertions which are indifpenfably requifite for
the honour and fecurity of the country.
¢ My Lords and Gentlemen,

¢ T am confident that your deliberations will
be uniformly diretted to the great object of im-
proving the benefits of that happy union, which,
by the blefling of Providence, has now been efa
fe@ted ; and of promoting to the utmoft the proa
fperity of every part of my dominions.

¢ You will, I doubt not, refume the inquiries
which were fo diligently profecuted in the la(t
feflion of Parliament, as to the belt means of re~
lieving my fubjeéts from the preflure of the pre~
{ent high price of provifions, and of preventing,
as far as it can be done'by human forefight, the
recarrence of (imilar difficulties. In thefe en
deavours, and in every meafure that can contrie
bute to the happinefs of my people, the great
end of all my wifhes, you may be aflured of my
cordial concurrence. .

¢ You may rely on my availing myfelf of the
earlielt opportunity which fhall afford a profpect
of terminating the prefent contelt, on grounds
confiftent with our fecurity and honour, and
with the maintenance of thofe effential rights on
which our naval (trength muft always principally
depend. It will afford me the trueft and molt
heartfelt fatisfaction, whenever the difpofition of
our enemies fhall enable me thus to reltore to
the fubje@s of my united kingdom the bleflings
of peace, and thereby confirm and avgment thofe
advantages which refult from our internal fituas
tion, and which; even. under all the difficultigs

ral Lranches of the public Tervice to be laid-bes:
-fore you: - - Deeply as ‘I lament' the continued




