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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1870.

Her Majesty's Most Gracious Speech, delivered ly
the Lords Commissioners, to loth Houses of Parlia-
ment, on Tuesday, February 8, 1870.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

WE have it in command from Her Majesty
again to invite you to resume your

arduous duties, and to express the regret of Her
Majesty that recent indisposition has prevented
Her from meeting you in person, as had been
Her intention, at a period of remarkable public
interest.

The friendly sentiments which are entertained
in all quarters towards this country, and which
Her Majesty cordially reciprocates, the growing
disposition ro resort to the good offices of Allies
in cases of international difference, and the con-
ciliatory spirit in which several such cases have
recently been treated and determined, encourage
Her Majesty's confidence in the continued main-
tenance of the general tranquillity.

Papers will be laid before you with reference to
recent occurrences in New Zealand.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
The Estimates for the services of the approach-

ing financial year are in a forward state of pre-
paration. Framed with a view in the first place
to the effective maintenance of the Public Establish-
ments, they will impose a diminished charge upon
the Subjects of Her Majesty.

The condition of the Eevenue has answered to
the expectations which were formed during the
past Session.

Her Majesty trusts that you will be disposed to
carry to its completion the inquiry which you
last year instituted into the mode of conducting
Parliamentary and Municipal Elections, and thus
to prepare the materials of useful and early legis-
lation.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
It will be proposed to you to amend the laws

respecting the occupation and acquisition of lam
in Ireland, in a manner adapted to the peculiar

' circumstances of tliat country, and calculated, as
Her Majesty believes, to bring about improvec
relations between the several classes concerned in
Irish agriculture, which collectively constitute th
great bulk of the people. These provisions, when
matured by your impartiality and wisdom, as Her

Jajesty trusts, will tend to inspire among persona
with whom such sentiments may still he wanting,
hat steady confidence in the law and that desire
o render assistance in its effective administration

which mark Her Subjects in general; and thus
will aid in consolidating the fabric of the Empire.

We are further directed by Her Majesty to state
rhat many other subjects of public importance

appear to demand your care; and among these
especially to inform you that a Bill has been pre-
jared for the enlargement, on a comprehensive

scale, of the means of National Education.
In fulfilment of an engagement to the Govern-

ment of the United States a Bill will be proposed
you for the purpose of defining the status of

Subjects or Citizens of foreign countries who may
desire naturalization, and of aiding them in the
attainment of that object.

You will further be invited to consider Bills,
prepared in compliance with the Report of the
Commission on Courts of Judicature, for the
improvement of the constitution and procedure
of the Superior Tribunals of both original and
appellate jurisdiction.

The question of religious tests in the Univer-
sities and Colleges of Oxford and Cambridge has
been under discussion for many years. Her
Majesty recommends such a legislative settlement
of this question as may contribute to extend the
usefulness of these great Institutions and to
heighten the respect with which they are justly
regarded. '

Bills have been prepared for extending the
incidence of rating, and for placing the collection
of the large sums locally raised for various pur-
poses on a simple and uniform footing.

Her Majesty has likewise to recommend that
you should undertake the amendment of the laws
which regulate the grant of licences for the sale of
fermented and spirituous liquors.

Measures will also be brought under your con-
sideration for facilitating the transfer of land, for
regulating the succession to real property in cape
of intestacy, for amending the laws as to the dis-
abilities of members of Trade Combinations, and
for both consolidating and improving the body
of Statutes which relate to Merchant Shipping.

While commending to you these weighty
matters of legislation, Her Majesty commands
us to add that the recent extension of agrarian
crime in several parts of Ireland, with its train of


