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to or be on board of any such ship or vessel shall
be forfeited; and it shall be lawful for any officer
of His Majesty's Customs or Excise, or any officer
of His Majesty's Navy, who is by lair empowered
to make seizures for any forfeiture incurred under
any of the laws of Customs or Excise, or the laws
of trade and navigation, to seize such, ships and
vessels aforesaid, and in such places and in such
manner in which the—officers of His Majesty's
Customs or Excise, and the officers of His
Majesty's, Navy, are empowered respectively to
make seizures under the Jaws jof Customs and
Excise, or under the laws of trade and naviga-
tion ; and that every such ship and vessel, with
the tackle, apparel, and furniture, together with
all the materials, arms, ammunition, and stores
which may belong to or be on board of such, ship
or vessel may be prosecuted and condemned, in
the like manner and in such Courts as ships or
vessels may be prosecuted and condemned for any
breach of the laws made for the protection of the
Revenues of Customs and Excise, o^ of the Jaws
of trade and navigation."

And it is, in and by the said Act, further
enacted, " That if any person in any part of "the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Iceland, or
in any part of His Majesty's dominions beyond
the seas, without the leave and licence of His
Majesty for that purpose first had and obtained as
aforesaid, shall, by adding to the number of the
guns of such, vessel, or changing those on board
for other guns, or by the addition of any equip-
ment for war, increase or augment, or procure to
be increased or augmented, or shall be knowingly
concerned in increasing or augmenting, the war-
like force of any ship or vessel of war, or cruizer,
or other armed vessel, which, at the time of her
arrival in any part of the United Kingdom, or any
of His Majesty's dominions, was a ship of war,
cruizer, or armed vessel in the service of any
foreign Prince, State, or Potentate, or of any per-
son or persons exercising or assuming to exercise
any powers of government in or over any colony,
province, or part of any province or people be-
longing to the subjects of any such Prince, State,
Or Potentate, or to the inhabitants of any colony,
province, or part of any province or country under
the control of any person or persons so exercising,
or assuming to exercise the powers' of govern-
ment, every such person so offending shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall, upon
being convicted thereof, upon any information or
indictment, be published by fine and imprisonment,
or either of them, at the discretion of the Court
before which such offender shall be convicted.'1

Now, in order that none of Our subjects may
unwarily render themselves liable to the penalties
imposed by the said Statute, We do hereby strictly
command that no person or persons whatsoever
do commit any act, matter, or thing whatsoever
contrary to the provisions of the said Statute, upon
pain of the- several penalties by the said Statute
imposed, and of Pur high displeasure.

And We do hereby further warn and admonish
all Our loving subjects, and all persons whatsoever
entitled to Our protection, to observe towards each
of the aforesaid Sovereigns, their subjects and
territories, and towards all belligerents whatso-
ever, with whom we are at peace, the duties of
neutrality; and to respect, in all and each of
them, the -exerise of those belligerent rights
which We and Our Royal Predecessors have
always claimed to exercise.

And We flo hereby further warn all Our loving
subjects, and all persons whatsoever entitled to
Our protection, that if any of them shall presume*
in contempt of this Our Royal Proclamation, and
of Our high displeasure, to- do any acts in dero.
gation of their duty as subjects of a neutral
Sovereign in a war between other Sovereigns, or
in violation or contravention of the laws of Nations
in that behalf, as more- -especially by breaking, or
endeavouring to break, any blockade lawfully and
actually established by or, on behalf of either of
the *aitf Sovereigns, by carrying officers, soldiers,
despatches, Arms, ammunition, military stores or
materials, or any article- nr articles considered
and deemed to be contraband of war according
to the law or modern usages of Nations, for the
use or- service of either of the said Sovereigns,
that all persons so offending, together with their
ships and goods, will rightfully incur, and be justly
liable to, hostile capture, and to the penalties
denounced by the,law jot Nations in that behalf.

And W«f do hereby give Notice that all Onr
subjects, and persons entitled to Our protection,
who may misconduct themselves in the premises,
will do so at their peril, and of their own wrong;
and that they-will in nowise obtain any protection
from Us against such capture, or such penalties as
aforesaid, bnt will, on the contrary, incur Out
high displeasure by such misconduct

Given at Our Court at Osborne House, Isle
of Wight, this nineteenth day of July, in
the year of Our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and seventy, and in the thirty-
fourth year of Our reign.

GOD save The QUEEN.

FOREIGN OFFICE, July 19, mo.
COPY of a Letter addressed by Earl Granvifle

to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty *)—
Foreign Office,

MY LORDS, July 19,1870.
Her Majesty being fully determined to observe

the duties of neutrality during the existing state
of war between the Emperor of the French and
the King of Prussia, and being moreover resolved
to prevent as far as possible the use of Her
Majesty's harbours, ports, and coasts, and the
waters within Her Majesty's territorial jurisdic-
tion, in aid of the warlike purposes of either
belligerent, has commanded me to communicate
to your Lordships, for your guidance, the follow-
ing rules, which are to be treated and enforced ai
Her Majesty's orders and directions v—c

Her Majesty is pleased further to command that
these rules shall be put in force in the United
Kingdom and in the Channel Islands on and
after the 26th of July instant, and in Her
Majesty's territories and possessions beyond thi
seas six days after the day when the Governor,
or other chief authority, of each of such territories
or possessions respectively, shall have notified and
published the same ; stating in such Notification
that the said rules are to be obeyed by all person*
within the same territories and possessions.

1. During the continuance of the present state
of war, all ships of war of either belligerent are
prohibited from making use of any port or road-
stead in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

• Similar letters hare been addressed to the Treasury?
Horn* Office, Colonial Office, War Office, and India Offic*


