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A difpatch addreffed to the Right Hon. Hevry Duna
pas, of which the following is a copy, was this day
received at the Office of the Right Hon. Lord Honan v,
one of his Majefty's Principal Secretarivs of State, from
General Sir RaLrn Anercromsy, K. B. Commander

. in Chief of his Majefty’s troops ferving in the Medi-
terrancan.

SiRr, Camp before Alexandria, March 16.

Although it was not originally my intention
to have commenced the operations of the Bri-
tith army in Egypt on the fide of Alexandria,
yet circumftances arofe which induced me to
change my opinion. We were much longer de-
layed on the coalt of Afia Minor than we had
at firlt any reafon to apprehend ; and we were
ultimately obliged to fail from Marmarice.in a
very imperfedt (tate of preparation. I am fully
fenfible of the exertions of his Maje(ty's Ambal-
fador at the Ottoman Porte, as well as of the
Quarter-Malter-General, and the other officers
who were fent forward to provide for the necel-
fities of the army.  Our delays originated from
other caufes. Tor a confiderable time previous
to our failing, the weather was extremely boilte-
rous, and the winds contrary. .The moment
that it became praicable to fail with fo large a
fleet, Lord Keith put to fea ;- we left Marma-
rice-on the 22d of February, and came in fight
of Alexandria on the 1lt of March.

On the 2d, the fleet anchored in Aboukir Bay.
Until the 7th the fea ran high, and no difem-
barkation could be gffefted ; on that day every
arrangement was completed, and on the 8th, the
“troops forming the firlt divifion, confifting of the
veferve under the command of Major-General
Moore, the brigade of Guards, under the Hon.
Major-General Ludlow, and part of the firlt

brigade, under the command of Major-General.

Coote, got into the boats early in the morning ;

[Price 64.7

they had, in general, from five to fix miles to
row, and did not arrive at the point of landing
till ten o’clock. The front of difembarkation
was narrow, and a hill, which commanded the
whole, feemed almof(t inaccellible. The enemy
were fully aware of our intention, were in force,
and had every advantage on their {ide. The
troops, however, notwith(tanding their being ex-
pofed to a very fevere cannonade, and under the
fire of grape-fhot, made good their landing, af-
cended the hill with an intrepidity fearcely to be
parallelled, and forced the enemy to retire, lea-
ving behind him [everal pieces of artillery and a
nimber of horfes.

T'he troops that afcended the hill were the
23d regiment and the four flank companies of
the goth, under the command of Colonel Spen-
cer, whofe coolnefs and good condu& Major-
General Moore has mentioned to me in the
higheft terms of approbation. It is impoflible to
pafs over the good order in which the 28th and
the 42d regiments landed, under the command
of Brigadier-General Oakes, who was attached
to the referve under Major-General Moore ;
and the troops in general loft not a moment in
remedying any little diforder which became un-
avoidable in a landing under fuch circumftances.
The difembarkation of the army continued on
that and the following day. The troops which
landed on the 8th advanced three miles the fame
day ; and on the 12th the whole army moved
forward, and came within fight of the enemy,
who was formed on an advantageous ridge, with
his right to the canal of Alexandria, and his
left towards the fea. It was determined to at-
tack them on the morning of the 13th, and in
confequence the army marched in two lines by
the left, with an intention to turn their right

flank. The troops had not been long in motion
before the enemy defcended from the heights
on which they were formed, and attacked the
leading brigadés of both lines, which were com-
manded by Major-General Cradock and Major-
General the Earl of Cavan.

The goth regiment formed the advanced
guard of the front line, and the gz2d that of the
fecond—both battalions fuffered confiderably,
and behaved in fuch a manner as to merit the
praife both of courage and difcipline. Major
General Cradock immediately formed his bri-
gade to meet the attack made by the enemy;
and the troops changed their pofition- with a
quicknefs and precifion which did them the
gréateft honour. The remainder of the army
followed fo good an example, and were imme-
diately in a [ituation not only to face, but to re-
pel the enemy. The referve, under the com-
mand of Major General Moore, Which was on
the right, on the change of the pofition of the
army, moved on in column, and covered the
right flank. .-

The army continued to advance, puthing the
enemy with the greate(t vigour, and ultimately
forcing them to put themielves under the pro-
tection of the fortificd heights which form the
principal defence of Alexandria, It was in-
tended to have attacked them in this their laft
pofition ; for which purpofe the referve, under
the command of- Major General Moore, which
bad remained in column duridg™tlic whole of
the day, was brought forward, aond the fecond
line, under the command of Major Gencral

Hutchinfon, marched to the left acrofs a pa;gmd;-‘}_
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the Lake Mariotis, with a view to attack tl
nemy on both flanks : But on reconnoitring t
pefition, and not being prepared to oceupy i
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