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The Edinburgh Gazette.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 1874.

Her Majesty's Most Gracious Speech, delioere
by the Lords Comwdssionersj to botlt House
of Parliament, on Friday, August 1, 1874.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

THE time has arrived when I am enabled t
release you from your attendance in Parlia

ient.' '
In so doing, my first wish is to thank you fo

the readiness with which you have made provisioi
for my son, Prince Leopold, on his attaining hi
majority.

My relations with all foreign Powers continue to
be friendly, and the influence arising from those
cordial relations will be employed, as heretofore
in maintaining the obligations imposed by treaties
and in promoting and consolidating the peace o:
Europe.

The Emperor of Russia having made proposals
for a Conference to be held at Brussels, the- object
ofc which is to lessen by judicious regulations the
severities oi war, I have, in common with other
Powers, authorized a delegate to attend that Con-
ference ; but before doing so I have thought it right
to. .obtain assurances from all the Powers thus
represented that no proposal shall be brought for-
ward calculated either to alter the recognised rules
of international law, or to place, restrictions on'the
conduct of naval operational The recommenda-
tions which may issue from the Conference will
have my careful consideration s but I have reserved
to myself full freedom of action in regard to their
acceptance or rejection.

Negotiations have been undertaken for the re-
newal- of the Reciprocity Treaty formerly in Jwtce
between the1 Dominion of Canada and the> United

States of America. These negotiations, commenced
at the desire and in the interest qf the Dominion,
have been, temporarily suspended by the* adjourn-
ment of the American Senate. They will be-revived
at an early date, and it is my hope that they may"
lead to an increase of commercial intercourse
between my colonial subjects and the citizens of
the United States.

L deeply lament the continuance in Spain of dis-
turbances which form a single exception tp the
general tranquillity of Europe. But while earnestly
desiring the restoration of peace and civil ord^er
in that country, I believe this result wjll be most
sorely brought about by a rigid abstinence from
interference in the internal affairs of an, independent
and friendly State.

The Treaty recently concluded with the Sultan,
of Zanzibar, having for its object the suppression;-,
of the East African slave trade, has been faithfully
observed, and has already done much to put an,
end to the traffic as carried on by seat The exer-
tions of my naval and consular servants- jn that
>art of the world will not be relaxed until complete

success has been obtained.
I am thankful to say that the famine in India

has as yet been attended with little mortality—at
esult mainly attributable,, under Providence, to the
irecantions taken by my Indian. Government. Tie
trenuoos exertions pf my Viceroy and of the officers
erving under him merit my high approbation.

Since the close of hostilities on the Gold Coast*
teady progress has been made in the- task, of
aoifying the country and'of organising its adminis-
ration. Treaties of, peace hare been, concluded

with important tribes,, andr the King of Ashantee
as persevered in the discharge of his obligations

outhis country.


